THE 


Hoard of Crade Yournal 


OF 


TARIFF AND TRADE NOTICES 


AND 


MISCELLANEOUS COMMERCIAL INFORMATION. 


Vol. XXVII] November, 1899. [No. 160. 


I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


This new branch of the Commercial Labour and Statistical 
Department of the Board of Trade was opened on the 23rd ultimo 
for the purpose of carrying out the recommendations of the 
Departmental Committee which recently reported on the dissemi- 
nation of commercial information. Copies of the report (C. 8962 
of 1898) may be purchased of Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. As has already been announced 
by the Press, Mr. Thomas Worthington, who recently enquired 
into the conditions of British trade in South America on behalf of 
the Board of Trade, is principal of the branch, and Mr. F. Barley, 
who has acted for many years as clerk-in-charge of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” and other staff officers who have now been 
appointed, assist him. The temporary offices of the new branch 
are open to enquirers, at No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., where 
the front room on the ground floor is prepared for the reception of 
personal applications for tariff and trade information. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED LaBpouR MARKET IN OCTOBER. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the ‘‘ Labour Gazette.” It 
is baséd on 2,428 returns, viz., 1,708 from employers, 573 from 
trade unions, and 142 from other sources. 


The general state of employment during October has remained 
very good, and the percentage of unemployed members returned by 
Trade Unions is lower than at any similar period since 1889. A 
large number of workmen, chiefly in the coal mining industry, had 
their wages raised during the month. In the 123 trade unions 
making returns, with an aggregate membership of 506,890, 
11,674 (or 2-3 per cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end 
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of October, compared with 2:4 in September, and with 2°5 per 
cent. in the 118 unions, with a membership of 469,016, from 
which returns were received for October, 1898. 


Employment in Various Industries——Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment on the whole was better in October than in September and 
than a year ago. Returns relating to collieries, at which 455,640 
workpeople were employed, show that the average number of days 
worked per week was 5°58 in the four weeks ended October 21st, 
as compared with 5-46 in September and 5-4 in October, 1898. 


Iron Mining.—Employment continues good. Returns relating to 
126 iron mines and open works, at which 16,973 workpeople were 
employed, show that the average number of days worked per week 
was 5°80 in the four weeks ended October 21st, as compared with 
5°83 in September and 5-73 in October, 1898. 


Pig Iron Industry — Employment in this industry has improved 
during October, and continues considerably better than a year ago. 
At the works of 117 ironmasters 383 furnaces were in blast at the 
end of October, employing an estimated number of 25,671 work- 
people, as compared with 380 furnaces with 25,425 workpeople at: 
the end of September, and 359 furnaces with 23,555 workpeople at 
the end of October, 1898. 


Tron and Steel manufacture.— Employment has further improved 
and continues better than a year ago. At 216 works covered by 
the returns 82,099 workpeople were employed in the week ended 
October 28th, 81,620 in the last week of September, and 78,903 
in the last week of October, 1898. The number of shifts worked 
in these three weeks being 5°65, 5°62, and 5°57 respectively. 


Tinplate Trade.—Employment in this industry continues good, 
and is much better than a year ago. At the end of October 416 
mills were at work (including those engaged in the manufacture of 
blackplates), employing an estimated number of 20,733 workpeople. 
These figures compare with 411 mills employing 20,813 work- 
people at the end of September, and 321 mills employing 16,202 
workpeople at the end of October, 1898. 


Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades’ has remained 
good, with a slight improvement in most branches. The percentage 
of unemployed union members in this group of trades at the end 
of October was 2°3, compared with 2°6 in September, and 2°7 per 
cent. in October, 1898. 


In the Shipbuilding trades, employment, though still good, has 
been scarcely so brisk. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of October was 2°9, compared with 1°6 in 
September and 3-7 in October of last year. 

' Employment in the Building trades has continued good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members among carpenters and 
plumbers at the end of October was 1°1, compared with 1:3 in 
September, and 0-9 per cent. in October, 1898. 
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_ In the Furnishing trades employment has remained steady, the 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of October 
‘being 2°38, compared with 2:1 in September. The percantage in 
October, 1898, was 1-6, 

'» Employment in all branches of the Printing and Bookbinding 
trades has continued to improve. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of October was 3:5, compared with 5:1 
‘in September, and 3:3 per cent. in October, 1898, 


Employment in the Paper trade has remained fairly steady.. The 
‘percentage of unemployed union members at the end of October 
was 3°8, compared with 3:6 in September and 4:1 in October 
of last year. 


In. the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
‘members at the end of October was 6°8, compared with 15:2 in 
October, 1898. 


Employment in the Leather trades remains good and has im- 
proved. The percentage of unemployed union members at the 
end of October was 2°1, compared with 3:2 in September, and 4-9 
-per cent. in October of last year. 


‘Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade continues dull in most 
centres, 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade has 
improved and is fair; in the ready-made branch it continues 
fairly good on the whole. 


Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 82,700 women and girls, shows that 
96 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 97 per cent. of 
those in Weaving factories, were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 96 and 98 per vent. 
respectively in September, and with 92 and 86 per cent. a year ago. 


Employment in the Woollen and Worsted trades continues 
good. In the Hosiery trade employment is a'so good. 


Trade Disputes.—Thirty-eight fresh disputes occurred in 
October, 1899, involving 5,275 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes in September was 54, involving 8,858 work- 
people, and in October, 1898, 54, involving 12,577 workpeople. 
Of the 38 fresh disputes in October, 1899, 1 occurred in the 
building trades, 12 in mining and quarrying, 11 in metal, 
engineering and shipbuilding trades, 5 in textile trades, 3 in 
clothing trades, and 6 in other industries. Of the 42 new and 
old disputes, involving 6,782 workpeople, of which the termina- 
tion is reported, 18 involving 3,882 persons were decided in 
favour of the workpeople; 13 involving 572 persons in favour 
of the employers; 8 involving 981 persons resulted in a com- 
promise, while in the case of the remaining 3 disputes, involving 
1,317 persons, no definite result was arrived at. 
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. Changes in . Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 

of 160,304 workpeople were reported during October, of which 
number 159,778 received advances averaging 11d. per head, and 
526 sustained decreases averaging 3s. 13d. per head. The net result 
was an increase of about 103d. per head in the weekly wages 
of those affected. The increases were mainly in the coal-mining 
and iron and steel trades. The decreases were entirely in the 
rates of wages of seamen, the high rates obtained in September 
not having been maintained, especially on the North East Coast. 
Only 1,547, or 0-9 per cent., of the workpeople who obtained 
advances were involved in disputes causing stoppage of work ; 
4,857 workpeople obtained their advances by the operation of 
sliding scales in the coal-mining and metal trades; 102,900 as 
the result of conciliation or arbitration without previous stoppage 
of work, and 51,000 by direct negotiation between employers and 
workpeople or otherwise. 


OrFIcIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BoILER EXpLosions ACT. 


A formal investigation was held at Hull on the 3rd and 4th 
November into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
boiler on board the British steamship “‘ Sardius ” at sea on the 3rd 
of August last, whereby one life was lost. 

The boiler was made in 1892 and retubed in 1898. The water 
space at the back of the combustion chamber was about 6 feet 
deep, 6 inches wide at the bottom, and 7} inches wide at the top. 
It was therefore very difficult to examine this part of the boiler. 

The vessel was classed in Lloyds. She was insured in a Mutual 
Insurance Association, whose Surveyors examined the boiler in 
May, 1898, together with the owner’s Superintending Engineer, 
and it was then passed as being in good condition. It was 
subsequently periodically examined by the Superintending 
Engineer, but no defect was diseovered. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by a screwed 
stay in the bottom of the port combustion chamber not being 
properly fitted, that leakage set up in the vicinity causing corrosion 
which extended until a hole was formed about 3 in. by ? in., 
and that as this leakage entered the combustion chamber salt was 
formed which prevented water or steam showing in the chamber. 

The Court were of opinion that the boiler should have been 
tested by hydraulic pressure in May, 1898, but this course was 
not recommended either by Lloyds’ Surveyor or by the Surveyor 
to the Insurance Company ; that having regard to the presence of 
iron plates from the bridges to the back of the combustion 
chambers the boiler was not properly examined in June last ; but 
they were not satisfied that a more careful examination of the 
combustion chamber in the fire side would have revealed the 
defect. 

The Superintending Engineer and Chief Engineer of the vessel 
were exonerated from blame, and no order was ‘made as to costs. 
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IcELANDIC SEA FISHERIES. 
Territorial waters of Iceland and the Farie Islands. 


The Board of Trade hereby call the attention of the owners and 
skippers of British trawlers to the existing laws respecting 
trawling, and the presence of fishing vessels with trawls on board, 
in the territorial waters of Iceland and the Fare Islands. 

The following are translations of the Laws in question :— 


A.—Icelandic Fisheries Law of April, 1898: Law respecting the 
Prohibition of Fishing with Trawls. 


Article 1. Fishing by means of trawls 1 is prohibited within the 
territorial waters of Iceland. 

Article 2. Breaches of Article 1 are punished by fines of 1 000 
to 4,000 kroner, which go to the Icelandic Treasury, and all the 
fishing gear, including the drag-ropes, and all the catch on board 
shall be forfeited, and the proceeds thereof shall go to the Treasury. 
The ship may be seized and sold, after legal execution, to cover 
the fine and expenses. 

Article 3. If a fishing vessel is found within territorial waters 
with a trawl on board, although not engaged in fishing, it renders 
itself liable to a fine of from 200 to 2,000 kroner to the Treasury ; 
should the same vessel be found a second time in territorial waters 
with such gear on board, it will be treated according to Article 2. 
These penalties shall not, however, be enforced in the following 
cases :— 

(1) When vessels are in distress, in which are included 
vessels seeking harbour on account of want of pro- 
visions or coai. 

(2) When vessels are on their way to the fishing grounds, or 
from one fishing ground to another through the passage | 
between the Westmann Isles and the coast of Iceland, 
or between Reykjanes and the Fuglasker Rocks, 
although within territorial limits, provided they do 
not stop. 

(3) When vessels are considered to have entered territorial 
waters unintentionally or in ignorance, owing to 
currents, or weather, or fog obscuring the land. 

When ships seek the land to obtain provisions or coal, or pursue 
the course described in (2) aforesaid, the above exceptions are only 
allowed if all the fishing gear is stowed away on board while the 
ship is in territorial waters. 

Home-owned (Icelandic or Danish) trawlers are at liberty to 
seek the land in order to discharge their fish, and toe procure water 
and other necessaries under all circumstances, but their fishing 
gear must then also be stowed away. 

Article 4. Cases which arise out of breaches of this law shall be 
treated as public police cases. 

Article 5. Laws No. 13 of the 9ih of August, 1889, and No. 24 
of the 10th November, 1894, are repealed. 
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B.—Fariese Fisheries Law of January, 1899: Law for the Favie 
Islands concerning the Prohibition of Trawling. 


Section 1. Trawling is prohibited in the territorial waters of the 
Farée Islands. 

Section 2. Breaches of Section 1 are punished by fines of 1,000 
to 4,000 kroner to the Treasury, and all the fishing implements, 
including the cables that draw the trawl, and all the catch on 
board-shall be forfeited and sold for behoof of the Treasury. The 
confiscated implements shall be made unfit for trawling. The ships 
may be arrested and sold after legal execution in payment of fines 
and expenses. 

Section 3. If a fishing vessel is found inside territorial waters 
with a trawl on board, although not engaged in fishing, it is liable 
to fines of 200 to 2,000 kroner to the Treasury. If the same 
vessel is found a second time in the territorial waters with these 
implements on board it will be treated according to Section 2. 
These penalties shall not, however, be enforced in the following 
cases :— 

(1) When. vessels are in distress, which includes vessels that 
require to seek a harbour on account of the want of 
provisions or coal. 

(2) When vessels are considered to have entered territorial 
waters unintentionally or in ignorance, owing to 
currents, or weather, or fog obscuring the land. 

(3) When vessels on the way to the fishing grounds, or going 
from one fishing ground to another, pass the Straits 

between the Islands without stopping. 

The exceptions in favour of ships referred to in paragraph 3 of this 
Section and of ships seeking the land to obtain provisions or coal, 
are only allowed on the condition that all the fishing gear is 
stowed away on board while the ship is in territorial waters. 

Home-owned (belonging to the Farée Islands or Danish) 
trawlers are always at liberty to seek the land in order to discharge 
their fish and to procure water and other necessaries, but their 
fishing implements must then also be stowed away on board. 

Section 4. Actions which arise out of breaches of this law shall 
be treated as Public Police Actions. 

Section 5. This Law shall come into force 1st February, 1899. 

With reference to the expression ‘‘ stowed away on board,” used 
in relation to fishing gear, in both laws, the Board of Trade have 
ascertained that the Danish Authorities are of opinion that in 
order to fulfil the legal requirements of the phrase it is necessary— 

(1) That the otter boards of trawling gear should be stowed in 
their ordinary places on deck inside the bulwarks, or else that 
they should be put below deck; and 

(2) That the nets should be unshackled from the boards and 
should be put away or made fast in-board, either on deck or below 
deck, and emptied of fish. 
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PostaL COMMUNICATION WITH ‘I'RANSVAAL, ORANGE FREE 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Postmaster-General can at present only secure as far as 
Cape Town the transmission of letters, parcels, &c., intended for 
delivery in the Transvaal (South African Republic) and Orange 
Free State. The Postal Authorities of the Cape Colony may or 
may not be in a position to effect delivery to the addressees, many 
of whom are no doubt at Cape Town or in other places in com- 
munication with Cape Town. 

Letters, parcels, &c., for Rhodesia and other parts of British 
South Africa with which communication has been or may be cut 
off are also being forwarded to Cape Town or Durban, for trans- 
mission to destination by the first available means. What means, 
if any, may be available at the present juncture the Postmaster- 
General is not in a position to say; but he has reason to think that 
all possible measures for the maintenance of postal communication 
in British South Africa will be adopted. 

Money Order business with the Transvaal and the Orange Free 
State is suspended. 

Postal arrangements for British Forces. 

For the convenience of Her Majesty’s Forces serving in South 
Africa, an Army Post Office has been established to perform all 
duties connected with the receipt and despatch of mails, the sale 
of postage stamps, and the issue and payment of postal orders. 

Correspondence and parcels for the Forces should be addressed 
as follows :— 

A. B. (name), 
Regiment, Battery, or other Unit, 
Staff Appointment, or Department, if any, 
South Africa. 

No Post-town should be specified in the address. 

The rates of postage will be as follows :—Letters, 1d. per } oz. ; 
post cards, 1d. each; newspapers and printed matter, $d. for every 
2 oz.; parcels, 9d. per lb. or fraction of a lb. up to 11 lb. 


INSPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, during 
the month of October, 1899, passed the examinations provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889, 
Brewer, Sydney Harold, London County; Greenwood, James, 
Rochdale ; Hargreaves, Harold, Yorks, West Riding (Sowerby 
District); Kitch, William Henry, Bridgewater; Poole, Arthur 
William Hoare, Bedford Borough; Proffitt, Frederick Edward, 
Bacup (Stacksteads District) ; and the following of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary:—Byrne, Patrick; Currie, John; Dixon, Samuel, W.; 
Duffy, Michael; Frawley, Martin; Hood, William; Kearney, John; 
Lynch, John; McBride, William J.; Morris, John; Nevin, Joseph; 
Parke, Roger; Shechy, Thomas; Smith, Robert. 
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TENDER FOR Evectric LicHTinG aT Mistretra (SICILY). 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Consul at Palermo, stating that tenders are 
invited by the municipality of Mistretta, not later than the 
31st December next, for the establishment of a service of electric 
lighting in that town. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FoR ASPHALTE PAVEMENTS IN MEXICO. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a des- 
patch from Her Majesty's Acting Consul at Mexico, stating that 
tenders are’ invited by the Municipal Council of the City of 
Mexico, for the laying, maintenance, and repairing of asphalte 
pavements in that city. 

Such particulars as have been received, may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office---The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 

to supply ‘“‘ Workshop Machines.” 
’ The Conditions of Contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 2 p.m., on Tuesday, 
the 28th November, 1899, after which time no tender will be 
received. 


TENDERS FOR CoaL ON BRAZILIAN RatLways. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Rio, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Central Brazilian Railway, not later 
than the 30th November next, at 1 p.m., for the supply of 120,000 
tons of coal. 

‘Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR LEASING EMERALD MINES In COLOMBIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from Her Majesty’s Minister at Bogota, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Colombian Minister of Finance, not later than the 
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15th December, 1899, for the lease, for a period of fifteen years, of 
the emerald mines of Muzo and Cosenez. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of ‘Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
Henry B. Knuth, master of the German s.s. “ Alesia,” of Hamburg, 
in recognition of his services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of 
the British barque “ Kitty,” of Shanghai, which foundered at sea 
on the 7th August last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
binocular glasses for the following officers of British ships, which 
have been awarded to them by the President of the United States 
in recognition of their humane services to the crews of the 
American ships mentioned below :— 

Mr. James Smith, master of the s.s. “Coningsby,” of West 
Hartlepool, for services to the crew of the American schooner 
“Quinnebaugh,” on the 1st December, 1898. 

Mr. Thomas Lavin, chief officer of the s.s. ‘ Holywell,” of 
Sunderland, for services to the crew of the American schooner 
“M.S. Dowling,” on the 3rd December, 1898. 

Mr. David Jenkins, master of the s.s. ‘ Pinners Point,” of 
Liverpool, for services to the crew of the American schooner, 
“ Angie L. Green,” on the 7th December, 1898. 

Mr. Harry Storm, master of the ss. ‘ Duchess of York,” of 
Whitby, for services to the crew of the American schooner “ Fanny 
Arthur,” on the 14th December, 1898. 


British SEAMEN’S HospiTaL AT CRONSTADT. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of the report of the Committee of Management of the British 
Seamen’s Hospital at Cronstadt for 1898-99. The report states 
that the year referred to was comparatively a healthy one, no 
epidemic disease having prevailed, either at the port of Cronstadt 
or at that of St. Petersburg, while in financial respects too, the 
past season may be considered a highly satisfactory one for the 
hospital. 


Imports oF Pic-IRON AND UNWkoUGHT STEEL INTO THE 
UNITED KINGDOM FROM THE UNITED STATES. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and 
unwrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
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from the United States of America during the months of January- 
September, 1899, was as follows :— 


Pig Iron. ; Unwrought Steel. 


| Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 
| 


1899. Tons. & Tons. £ 
January 14,621 34,386 12,034 53,227 
February 13,528 31,703 5,206 24,899 
March ... 9,401 23,591 5,992 31,043 
April... 6,969 17,365 10,060 44,380 
may ... 6,969 17,420 9,580 50,304 
June... = = 6,833 21,092 2,471 13,816 
August ... ove 4,870 17,589 3,432 15,964 
September... 4,209 14,293 1,342 7,369 
October 4,346 12,579 1,753 10,781 
Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898) 76,356 180,614 29,374 158,689 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1897\ 91,196 209,275 | 25,927 128,892 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom” for the month of October, 1899, and 
the ten months ended 31st October, 1899, a further reference 
to which will be found on pp. 623-624 of the present issue of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal,” have now been published. These 
returns, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each month, may be 
purchased at a small cost (in the present instance, 84d.) per copy, 
either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies & Co., 
12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, Glasgow ; 
or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British possession, 
and British Protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The ennual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of &:. 14d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 


| 
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LIVINGSTONE EXHIBITION OF ARTICLES FOR TRAVELLERS. 


The Board of Trade have received a notice of an exhibiticn to 
be called the Livingstone Exhibition, to be held in St. Martin’s 
Town Hall, London, W.C., from 1st January to 5th January, 1900. 

This is to be an exhibition of articles which may help towards 
the promotion of the health and comfort of missionaries and 
travellers. It is proposed to divide the exhibits into the following 
sections :— 

Section 1. Tents and camp equipment. 2. Food. 3. Clothing. 
4, Medical, 5. House building. 6. Sanitation. 7. Heating and 
lighting. 8. Personal hygiene. 9. Literary and educational. 
10. General. 

A fuller programme, with names of patrons and vice-presidents, 
and with a list of firms exhibiting, will be issued in due course. 

Further particulars as to exhibits or general arrangements may 
be obtained from C. F. Harford-Battersby, M.A., M.D., Principal 
and Secretary of Livingstone College; or Frederick Beale, Assistant 
Secretary, Livingstone College, Stratford, E. 


OrFicIAL CATALOGUE OF THE PaRIS EXHIBITION. 
A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from 
Colonel Jekyll, Secretary to the Royal Commission for the Paris 
Exhibition of 1900, stating that the French Exhibition authorities 
have notified that Messrs. Lemercier, of Paris, are the concession- 
naires for the printing and publication of the General Official 
Catalogue in French. Messrs. Lemercier add that Mr. C. Wilkes, 
of 29, Ludgate Hill, E.C., is their duly accredited representative 
for Great Britain and the Colonies (except Canada). 


New RaiLway IN SWEDEN. 

According to a Report of H.M. Consul at Gothenburg, the 
Gothenburg-Vestergétland Railway, on the narrow-gauge system, 
connecting the port of Gothenburg directly with the town of 
Skara, a distance of about 90 miles, is expected to be opened to 
traffic on the 15th December next. This railroad, which is laid 
down by a private company, is of very great importance to the 
trade of Gothenburg, since it will afford greater facilities of com- 
municating with the interior narrow gauge lines of the large and 
prosperous agricultural districts of the Province of Vestergitland. 


MarinE TELEGRAPH STATIONS AT THE MOUTH OF THE WESER.. 


A report, dated 31st October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg, stating 
that marine (day) signal stations have been recently opened for 
public use on the “ Hoherweg” and “ Rothersand” Lighthouses at 
the mouth of the river Weser, and may now be made use of by 
passing vessels for sending or receiving telegraphic messages. 

The telegraphic signal service will be in operation from sunrise 
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until darkness, and is to be carried on by means of flags according 
to the International Signal Book. The telegrams sent from or to 
ships must be in the German language, and must mention the 
name or signal letters and the nationality of the ship. 

' The fee for every telegram sent or received for transmission is 
80 pfennigs (ninepence), and is payable in addition to the cost 
of the telegram, which is calculated according to the ordinary 
telegram tariff. The fee and costs of telegrams sent by ships 
which are bound outwards are levied from the receivers. 

All vessels which, when passing the lighthouses, show their signal 
letters, will be telegraphically reported to their owners, providing 
the latter make an application to this effect. A fee of 80 
pfennigs (ninepence) is charged to the receiver for each report, in 
addition to the ordinary charge for the telegram. The applications 
in question must be addressed to the Superintendent of the Board 
of Harkour Works (Vorstcher der Hafenban Inspection) at 
Bremerhaven. 


II.—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 

The trade returns for October, 1899, show an increase as com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 1898 in the imports from 
foreign countries and British possessions, and also in the exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures, and of foreign and 
colonial merchandise. ‘The imports for October, 1899, were valued 
at 44,130,818/. as against 38,599,202/., an increase of 5,531,6161. 
or 14.3 per cent., and the exports were valued at 29,259,8721., as 
against 24,962,602/. in October, 1898, cf which British and Irish 
produce and manufacture amounted in value to 23,699,0211. in 
October, 1899, as compared with 19,863,019]. in October, 1898, an . 
increase of 3,836,002/., or 19.3 per cent. This includes, however, 
new ships (not registered as British), to the value of 442,3691. 
which were not included previous to 1899. The value of foreign 
and colonial merchandise exported in October, 1899, shows an 
increase of 461,268/., or 9 per cent. 

Imports.—-The following table shows the value of the imports 
for October, 1899, as compared with October, 1898, accord- 
ing to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended Oct. 31. | 
, Increase. | Decrease. 


1898. | 1899. | 

| £ & 

Food, drink, and tobacco ... _.../18,022,181 |20,321,165 | 2,298,984 — 

Metals... 1,657,870 | 2,584,005 | 876,135 — 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and - tanning, 

substances ... $12,889 377,409 64,520 

Raw materials for manufactures 9,174,441 |10,538,558 | 1,364,117 
Manufactured and miscellaneous, 

articles 8,788,810 | 9,560,045 | 771,285 


See also pp. 623-624, 
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In the imports of food, drink, and tobacco, wheat shows an 
increase of 110,9931., oats 145,5731., and Indian corn or maize 
500,107/. Barley has decreased 353,2641., and wheatmeal and flour 
and beans also show decreases, but peas, oatmeal, Indian corn- 
meal and other kinds of corn and meal have increased. Fresh beef 
has increased 288,0131., fresh mutton 174,7041., butter 115,5541., 
eggs 147,7531., tea 143,980/., and sugar refined, and candy and 
unrefined 414,2117, Tobacco, unmanufactured, shows an increase 
of 301,749/., but the manufactured has slightly decreased. 
Amongst metals there was, with unimportant exceptions, a general 
increase all round in the imports for October, 1899, as compared 
with October, 1898. All kinds of copper show an aggregate increase 
of 268,591. Iron ore has increased 187,016/., tin in blocks, &c., 
353,9011., and lead 61,034/. All kinds of oils show an increase in 
value, but it is noticeable that the imports of petroleum for 
October, 1899, as compared with October, 1898, show a decrease of 
1,046,571 gallons in quantity but an increase of 30,9711. in value. 
All kinds of raw materials for textile manufacture (except woollen 
rags) show larger imports, the increased value in the case of raw 
cotton being 472,869/., jute 119,973/., silk of all kinds 48,3781., 
and wool of all kinds 330,485/. The imports of hemp show a 
decrease of 173 tons in quantity, but an increase of 50,285/. in 
value. It may be also noted that the imports of woollen manufac- 
tures of all kinds show a net increase in value of 87,2681. 


Exports.—The following table shows the value of the exports of 
British and Irish produce and manufactures for the month ending 
31st October, 1899, as compared with a like period of 1898, and 
the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended Oct. 31. 
— Increase. | Decrease. 


1898. 1899. 

£ £ £ £ 
Animals, living ... 87,628 | 97,282 9,604 one 
Articles of food and drink ... _...| 1,209,155 | 1,406,952 | 197,797; — 
Raw materials... 1,971,830 | 2,268,231 | 296,403 ae 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

Yarns and textile fabrics «+.| 7,694,460 | 8,449,437 | 754,977 _ 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 
chinery and ships) ... «-.| 2,775,407 | 4,350,825 | 1,575,418 a 
Machinery and millwork «.| 1,677,790 | 1,769,400 91,610 -= 
Ships, new (not registered as 
British) 442,369 | 442,369 
Miscellaneous... eve] 4,446,749 | 4,914,575 | 467,826 


Total £}19,863,019 |23,699,021 | 3,836,002 


In the exports of food and drink there is an increase in the value 
of fish of all kinds (chiefly herrings) of 152,3701. Coal, coke, and 
fuel show an increase of 246,566l/., cotton piece goods and other 
manufactures of cotton of 510,200/., linen piece goods and other 
manufactures of linen 83,832/., woollen and worsted yarn 60,3391., 
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and woollen and worsted tissues 108,209/. In the category’ of 
metals there is a large increase all round except in the case of lead. 
Copper, unwrought and wrought, has increased 254,230/., iron, 
unwrought and wrought, 936,929/., and telegraphic wires and 
apparatus 279,930/. The exports of steam engines show a decrease 
in value of 362I., but other kinds of machinery have increased 
91,9721. 

In the ten months ended 31st October, 1899, the aggregate 
value of the imports into the United Kingdom from foreign 
countries and British possessions was 400,134,9711., as against 
383,248,6141. for a similar period of 1898, showing an increase 
of 16,886,357/.; and the exports for the ten months of British 
and Irish produce and manufactures were valued at 218,050,2181., 
as against 192,592,177/. for the same period of 1898, an 
increase of 25,458,0411.; this however includes the value of 
ships, new (not registered as British), i.e., 6,732,1011., not recorded 
prior to 1899. The value of the exports of foreign and colonial 
merchandise amounted to 54,224,146l. in the first ten months of 
1899, as against 50,553,983/. for a similar period of 1898, an 
increase of 3,670,1631. 

Tonnage of vessels enteved and cleared with cargoes.—The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British possessions during October, 1899, 
amounted to 3,320,228 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 3,591,267 
tons as compared with 3,085,090 tons entered and 3,514,263 tons 
cleared in the month of October, 1898. As regards the coasting 
trade, the tonnage entered during October, 1899, was 2,635,637 
tons and the tonnage cleared 2,568,509 tons, as against 2,620,940 
tons entered, and 2,545,796 tons cleared in October, 1898. 


; 
4 
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IIl.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF CANADIAN TRADE, 


The following particulars relating to the development of the 
export trade of the Dominion of Canada are based on an article 
supplied to the Canadian Manufacturers Association by Mr. G. 
Johnson, Dominion statistician :— 


Canada has exported since Confederation (i.e. in about thirty-one 
years) home products of the farm, the mine, the fisheries, 
the forest, the workshop, and the factory, to the value of 
2,464,000,000 dols. 


The best customer of the Dominion during these thirty-one 
years has been the mother country. She has taken more than 
one-half of the whole, or 1,260,565,563 dols. Next comes the United 
States, which country has taken over 955,000,000 dols., or 
305,500,000 dols. less than the United Kingdom. The British 
West Indies come next with purchases from Canada amountin 
to 59,945,541 dols. Newfoundland has taken 48,807,362 dols. ; 
France, 12,190,654 dols. ; Germany, 9,080,194: dols. ; and all other 
countries, 118,640,647 dols. 


Great Britain began in 1868 by taking about 18,000,000 dols. 
of Canadian products. By 1872 she had got beyond 25,000,000 dols. ; 
by 1882, nearly 40,000,000 dols.; by 1892, beyond 54,000,090 dols., 
after which year her takings increased steadily, till in 1898 they 
were over 93,000,000 dols. 


The United States has shown no such activity in buying from 
Canada. In 1868 the purchases of that country from the 
Dominion amounted to over 22,000,000 dols. By 1872, these had 
increased to nearly 30,000,000 dols.; by 1882, to 41,700,000 dols. 
That is the highest figure their purchases ever reached. They 
have been steadily decreasing, and in 1898 they were only 
34,400,000 dols. During the thirty-one years Great Britain’s pur- 
chases from Canada have quintupled. In the same period the 
United States purchases have been trebled. Great Britain, which 
purchased in 1868 four and four-tenths millions of dollars less 
than the United States, bought in 1898, fifty-eight and three- 
tenths millions more than the United States. 

Of this large sum of 2,464,000,000 dols. of goods the produce 
of Canada sent out of the country for the purpose of finding a 
market, the export of manufacturesamounted to 1,020,212,537 dols., 
or about 41 per cent. of the total value of the exports of Canada’s 
home production. 

The following table shows the value of the exports of Canadian 
home produce for the years 1868, 1878, 1888, and 1895-98 inclu- 
sive, distinguishing the exports to the United Kingdom and the 
United States :— 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF CANADIAN TRADE, [Nov. 1899. 
Exports of Canadian Home Produce to 
* Years, = 
United Other 
Kingdom. United States. Geenteten. All Countries, 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
1868 ren 17,906,000 22.388,000 5,249,000 45,543,000 
1878 oe 35,860,000 22,131,000 7,751,000 65,740,000 
1888 i 33,648,000 37,322,000 7,328,000 78,298,000 
1895 Se: 57,904,000 32,304,000 9,320,000 99,528,000 
1896 «| 62,718,000 34,460,000 9,201,000 106,379,000 
1897 | 69,534,000 39,717,000 10,434,000 119,685,000 
1898 «| 93,065,000 34,362,000 12,494,000 189,921,000 


The development which has taken place during the period under 
consideration may be seen by the comparison of 1868 with 1898. 


Per cent. 
1 
1868. 1898. inerense. 
| Dols. Dols. 

Exports of Cheese ... 620,543 17,572,763 2732:0 
* Butter ... 1,698,042 2,046,086 20°5 
as Flour 2,284,488 5,425,760 138-0 
Wood ... 12,506,484 22,683,748 81-4 
837,592 91,069 dec. 77°2 
» other manufactures ... 2,331,198 8,304,296 inc. 250°6 

Total... 20,278,347 56,224,322 1772 


With the exception of ships there has been a marked increase 
in the exports of the several branches of Canadian manufactures 
in the above categories. 

The development of the cheese export trade is very marked. 
Canada sent a little over 500,000 dols. worth of cheese to Great 
Britain in 1868, and in 1898, 17,522,681 dols. worth, thus far 
surpassing the exports of the United States, which, last year, to 
the mother country, were valued at only 3,267,507 dols. Of the 
total exports of Canadian manufactures in 1868, cheese only formed 
3 per cent. in value, while in 1898 it formed over 31 per cent. of 
the total exports of manufactures. 

The exports of butter do not show the same development, nor 
do they show anything like the proportion they did in 1868. In 
that year they formed 8 per cent. of the total, but in 1898 they 
formed only 3°6 per cent. 

The exports of flour have increased 138 per cent. in the 31 
years, and in 1898 formed 11 per cent. of the whole, having 
increased from 9°7 per cent., which was the proportion in 1868. 

The exports of manufactures of wood occupy the highest place, 
but they have not increased so rapidly as other categories. In 


1868 the exports of manufactures having wood as the raw material 
represented 61-7 per cent. of the whole, while in 1898 it was 40°3 
per cent. 
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During the last 30 years Great Britain has taken Canadian manu- 
factures of wood to the value of over 258,000,000 dols., while the 
United States has taken 242,000,000 dols. worth, leaving Great 
Britain the better customer by 16,000,000 dols. In the run of 
the years under consideratjon, Great Britain has gained on the 
United States and has exceeded them by the sum named. It was 
not so in the early years of Confederation, during the first six 
years of which the United States purchased 8, 000,000 dols. worth 
more than the United Kingdom. After 1873 the conditions 
changed, and then with rare “exceptions, the purchases of Great 
Britain from Canada were larger than those of the United States. 
In 1891 a change occurred, and during the period 1891-95 (five 
years) the United States bought over 7,000,000 dols. more of 
manufactures of wood than did Great Britain, but in the next 
_ three years Great Britain purchased from Canada over 
7,000,000 dols. more than the United States. 

Statistically, therefore, and in the run of thirty-one years, the 
two countries are of about equal value to Canada as a market for 
Canadian manufactures of wood, Great Britain being somewhat the 
better customer, having purchased on an average 515,000 dols. a 
year more than the United States. 

Further analysis shows that the manufactures of wood exported 
divided themselves naturally into (a) manufactured lumber and 
(>) other manufactures of wood. 

During the thirty-one years under review the value of manu- 
factured lumber exported was 528,233,277 dols.. leaving 
28,380,053 dols. to represent the value of “other manufactures of 
wood ” exported, and it is in this 28,380,055 dols. that must be 
sought the development of the export trade in the higher classes 
of manufactures of wood. 

In 1868 the manufactures of wood exported were valued at 
791,106 dols. Among these were pot and pear ashes to the value 
of 719,613 dols. This latter may tairly be excluded in any com- 
parison between the years of Confederation. This would leave for 
really first-class manufactures the sum of 71,495 dols, 

In 1898, following a similar plan, the export of first-class manu- 
factures of wood amounted to 2,377,220 dols. The development in 
this branch of the export trade is measured by the difference 
between 71,493 dols. and 2,877,220 dols , a gain of 2,305,727 dols., 
or over 3,200 per cent. 

The changes i in the export trade of manufactured wood goods 
other than manufactured lumber are shown in the following table 
which gives the annual export by five-year periods :— 


Dols. 
1868-1872 average annual export .... 758,800 
1878-1882 _,, 494,200 
1888-1892 __,, 882,830 


1892-1898 (G years) ., 1,895,300 


‘ 
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. The other manufactures of all kinds, the export of which in 1868 
was 2,331,198 dols. and in 1898 was 8,304,296 dols. include agri- 
cultural implements, carriages, cotton, iron, leather, musical 
instruments, sewing machines, woollens, whisky, &c. The list of 
articles under the head of other manufactures, of 1898, compared 
with the list of 1868 shows that there are now many articles made 
in, and exported from Canada which do not appear on the earlier list. 

Agricultural implements are absent from the list of 1868 and in 
the list of 1898 they figure among the exports to the extent of 
1,443,140 dols. Bicycles are of course not to be found in the list 
of 1868; but in 1898 they were exported to the value of 412,828 dols. 
Clothing and wearing apparel do not appear in 1868 while 1898 
list shows that an export trade is beginning in this line. Cottons 

_jast began to show themselves in the exports of 1868, they having 
been exported in that year to the value of 3,000 dols. which amount 
has expanded to 517,635 dols. in 1898. 

Among the developed exports (as distinguished from new) are 
carriages, &c. These were exported in 1868 to the value of 
21,952 dols. and in 1898 to the value of 33,618 dols. Of leather 
and manufactures Canada exported in .1868, 112,094 dols. and in 
1898, 1,608,352 dols., and of musical instruments 5,529 dols. worth 
in 1868, and in 1898, 359,085 dols. 

The statistics of trade suggest that the greatest success has been . 
secured in the export of manufactures connected with wood. The 
growth of the exports of carriages, agricultural implements and 
musical instruments, notwithstanding the difficulties connected 
with the successful manufacture of these articles, suggests that the 
development of exports in these lines will be much more rapid 
when once Canada is able to supply herself with all her wants in 
iron and steel through the development of the iron industry, to 
which end capital is now applying itself with great earnestness. 

The development of the wood pulp industry is an instance of 
rapid growth. The exports of wood pulp are not recorded in the 
tables of trade till 1890 when the shipments amounted to 
80,000 dols. 


The development of the export trade in wood pulp is seen in the 
following table :— 


Dols. 
1891... ... 188,198 
1893... ... 386,092 
1895 ... ... 990,874 
1897... ... 741,959 
1898 . 1,210,421 


The returns for the year ended 30th June, 1899, show an export 
of 1,275,820 dols. 


The census returns for the census year 1890-91 showed that in 


| 

i 
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April, 1891, there were 24 pulp mills in operation throughout. 
Canada, with a capital of 2,800,000 dols. Recent returns give 
the number at 35, and the capital about 10,000,000 dols. The 
mills of 1891 employed about 1,000 hands, and produced some- 
what over 1,000,000 dols. worth, the export of which was under 
200,000 dols. The surplus for export is now considerably more 
than the whole production of 1891. The mills of to-day have a 
capacity of more than 1,200 tons daily. 

In a recent issue of “ The Canadian Manufacturer” appeared 
the statement that the largest cargo of wood pulp (4,700 tons) that 
had ever crossed the sea had reached England from Canada ; that 
a large steamer of 4,000 tons capacity was then loading in Canada 
an entire cargo of wood pulp for the English market, and that the . 
Sault Ste. Marie Pulp and Paper Company was shipping 500 tons 
ef pulp per month to Japan. The great works of the Laurentide 
Pulp Company ship its commodity to Australia, South America, 
Europe and Mexico. 

With a wider application of water power to the production of 
electricity in the near future will come the development of the 
export of other manufactures. 
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IV.—THE TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE YANGTZE- 
KIANG IN 1898. 


With reference to the article on the trade and shipping of the 
Yangtze-Kiang, published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 
May, 1898, a copy has now been received of the Returns of Chinese 
Trade for the year 1898, which are issued by the Chinese Imperial 
Maritime Customs, and the following table, compiled from the 
above Returns, is in continuation of that published in the Journal 
referred to above, and shows the net value of the import trade 
(distinguishing foreign and native imports) of the Treaty Ports of 
the Yangtze for each of the years 1896-1898 :— 


1896. | 1897. | 1898, 

PORTS. 
Foreign. Native. | Foreign. Native. | Foreign. Native. 

| 

| Hi. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. TT. Taels. 
Shanghai .. .... 42,466,210. | 10,737,873 | 31,725,393 | 10,941,193 | 29,496,510 | 11,259,760 
Chingkiang 12,687,832 | 5,781,383 | 13,285,419 | 5,781,199 | 12,626,854 | 6,104,751 
Wubu.. 4,255,747 | 13860,479 | 3,700,373 | 1,955,867 | 3,913,420 | 
Kiukiang |. |. 5,833,876 809,104 | 6,563,311 | 1,221,676 | 6,852;783 | 2'020,129 
Hankow  .... 14,193,537 | 6,663,411 | 17,172,351 | 8,007,897 | 16,019,721 | 6,798,073 
Shasi 27753 48,428 86,864 93,7 7435 
chang 558 844,773 647,902 722,528 490,282 285,015 
Chungking «6,928,954 979 386 | 8,443,947 | 2,776,171 | 7,966,682 | 3,573,427 

| 27,679,102 | $1,587,124 | 31,493,395 | 77,320,049 | 32,126,647 

‘otal ... - 
£ 14,337,000 | 4,613,600 | 12,823,000 4,757,000 | 10,799,000 | 4,¢35,C00 


The value of the exports in the same three years from the 
Yangtze Ports was as follows :— 


Ports. 1896. 1897. 1898, 
H. Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. 
Shanghai... ...  ... «| 41,881,213 59,166,376 47,958,025 
Chinkiang 4,530,994 5,078,723 4,411,943 
3,232,121 4,037,052 
Hankow ... ... ... «..| 28,449,545 24,540,382 30,953,651 
465,970 423,950 520,432 
Chungking 5,223,229 6,751,258 5,887,761 
Total H. Taels) 88,650,699 106,454,606 102,488,382 
£ 14,675,000 16,024,000 | 14,786,000 


The average value of the Haikwan Tael in 1896 was 3s. 4d., in 
1897, 2s. 114¢., and in 1898, 2s. 103d. This fall in the average 
value should be noted in making calculations based on the results 
as given in English currency. 

With regard to the shipping at the ports of the Yangtze in 
1898, the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
of vessels entered and cleared at all the treaty ports on the 
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river, distinguishing British, Chinese, German, Japanese and 
American :— 


Aggregate number and tonnage of 
all vessels, sailing and steam, 
entered and cleared at Yangtze 

Nationality. ports in 1898, 
No. Tons. 
Chinese... ooo ose 12,466 5,331,381 
American ose ow wes 463 171,828 
All other* 775 608,247 
Total 26,508 19,967,112 


* Chiefly Scandinavian, but including some Dutch, French and Austrian 
vessels at Shanghai, and also some Russian vessels at Hankow (12 of an aggregate 
= of 40,078 tons), and at Shanghai (46 of an aggregate tonnage of 84,044 

The above table includes 1 steamer of 7 tons flying the British 
flag entered at Chungking ; but is exclusive of 1,434 vessels entered 
of a tonnage of 48,298 tons and 681 vessels cleared of a tonnage of 
16,877 tons at Chungking, which are stated to be vessels trading 
under Customs charter certificate but flying the Chinese flag. The 
following table shows the nationality of the chartering firms of 
these vessels :— 


Cleared 
Entered at Chungking. . 
Nationality of f from Chungking. 
Chartering Firms. 

No. | Tons. No. Tons. 
American... onl 6.905 66 924 

Belgian ove 3 200 
Chinese 318 8,805 242 7,673 
Total... 1,488 48,298 681 16,877 


It will be seen from the above that vessels flying the British flag 
in 1898 absorbed 60°5 per cent. of the total carrying trade of the 
Yangtze, China and. Japan coming next with 26:1 per cent. and 
4-9 per cent. respectively, all other nationalities taking together 
but 9°5 per cent. The Chinese trade, especially in the upper 
reaches of the river is principally carried on in junks, which 
accounts for the large number of vessels and the proportionately 
small tonnage. The preponderance of British interests on the 
Yangtze continues as marked as before, and it is stated that a 
large proportion of the cargoes of vessels of other nationalities 
(especially German) undoubtedly consists of British goods. 


J 
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V.—AURIFEROUS DEPOSITS IN SIBERIA. 
Forthcoming lease by Public Auction. 


A communication has been received at the Board of ‘l'rade from 
M. Tatistcheff, of the Russian Imperial Financial Agency, respecting 
a public auction which will be held at the office of the mining de- 
partment of the Russian Ministry of Agriculture on 15th and 
27th February, 1900, for the leasing of the auriferous deposits of 
the North-Western shore of the sea of Okhotsk in Siberia. 

In forwarding the conditions of the lease of these deposits, 
M. Tatistcheff states that further particulars on this matter, should 
they be desired, may be obtained on application at his office, 107, 
Cromwell-road, S.W., every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
between the hours of 2 and 4 p.m. 

The following is a copy of the notice issued by the Russian Mining 
Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and State Domains :— 

The Mining Department of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
State Domains hereby announces that on the 15th/27th 
February, 1900, at 2 p.m., a public auction will be held at their 
premises in the Ministry of Agriculture and State Domains, St. 
Petersburg, for the leasing to private individuals of the auriferous 
deposits of the North-western shore of the sea of Okhotsk, on the 
the following conditions :— 

1. The auriferous deposits of the North-western shore of the sea 
of Okhotsk occur in the basins drained by the following rivers : 
(1) Aldamé and Ui, (2) Lantdr, (3) Muté, (4) Nem@i, (5) 
Kyran, and (6) Jana. They are to be leased for the prospecting 
and working of the gold and other metals found therewith, for a 
term of 15 years. Bidders are invited for each of the above river 
systems separately, with the exception of the Aldama and Ui, 
which will go,together. Preference will be given to the bidder 
offering the Crown the highest payment per poud of gold extracted. 

2. Applications to take part in the bidding will be accepted from 
all persons of legal capacity, having the right to engage in gold 
mining in Siberia, from Russian subjects as well as foreigners, 
from private individuals as well as from associations, companies and 
joint-stock companies, on the applicants : (1) depositing a security 
of the value of 100,000 roubles, and (2) stating the amount of the 
capital proposed to be put into the concern. ‘The statement 
itself and the sufficiency of the capital must be approved by the 
Minister of Finance in conference with the Minister of Agriculture 
and State Domains. Further, companies and associations are re- 
quired to hand in their statutes (articles of association), while 
newly founded joint-stock companies must accept the normal 
statute. Applications for the confirmation of these statutes must 
be addressed to the Ministry of Finance, which will forward them 
to the proper authority, after consultation with the Minister of 
Agriculture and State Domains. 

Remark 1. The information as to the amount of the capital 
referred to in this section, as well as the copies of the statutes 
of the association, companies, etc., must be handed, in to the 
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Ministries of Finance and of Agriculture and State Domains 
at least two months prior to the day appointed for the 
auction. 

Remark 2. In the case of the lessee declining to sign the 
contract set down in Section 9, the security of 100,000 
a mentioned in this section becomes the property of the 

rown. 

3. The bidding for the lots will take place in the Minin 
Council of the Ministry of Agriculture and State Domains, an 
will be effected exclusively by means of sealed applications, each 
of which must contain: (a) the surname or firm of the bidder, 
_(b) his place of residence or the address of the Board, office, &c., 
(c) the name of the river system which the bidder wishes to 
receive, and (d) the proposed payment per poud. On the outside 
of the sealed packet of the application must be stated: (qa) the 
place where the application is to be handed in or sent (Mining 
Council, &c.), and (6) the name of the river system stated in the 
application. 

Remark. Each application may refer to only one of the 
six systems indicated in Section 1. 

4. The deposit of 100,000 roubles mentioned in Section 2 must 
be sent in by the bidder, separately from the application, in cash, 
Government bonds, or the securities of private companies 
guaranteed by the Russian Government. In the case of appli- 
cations through the post, the deposit must be sent in a separate 
packet. 

5. The sealed applications and the deposits must reach the 
Mining Council not later than the day and hour appointed for the 
auction; on the opening of the latter no further receipt of appli- 
cations and deposits will be allowed. 

6. After the examination in the Mining Council of the 
applications received, and the drawing up of a detailed report of 
the results of the competition, the question of the allotment of the 
properties to the persons who have made the most advantageous 
offers to the Crown will be submitted by the Minister of Agri- 
culture and State Domains, after consultation with the Minister 
of Finance, for the confirmation of the Committee of Ministers. 

7. In the event of several bidders offering equally good terms 
for one and the same system, the choice between them will be 
made by lot, in virtue of Article 501 of the Mining Code. 

8. The report on the results of the competition having been 
duly confirmed, the deposit referred to in Section 2 of these rules 
will be returned in full to the unsuccessful applicant on the same 
day as the auction takes place, as soon as its results are made 
known. A certain amount, defined in Section 10 of the draft 
contract (Section 9), will be detained as security from the deposit 
of a person who has received the right to the lease of a lot, upon 
his signing the contract. 

9. On the final allotment of all the systems among the applicants, 
each one of them who has obtained a lot must, within a month 
after receiving notification thereof, make a contract with the 
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Minister of Agriculture and State Domains, which must contain 
the following conditions binding on both parties :— 

Section 1. During a term of 15 years from the day of signing 
the contract, the lessee is allowed the sole right of prospecting 
and working gold in the whole system of the river... . falling 
into the sea of Okhotsk; with the right of using the timber, in 
accordance with Article 514 of the Mining Code, and all the 
reindeer fodder and pasturage situated within the limits of the 
locality bounded by . . . . 

Remark. The use of the reindeer fodder and pasturages 
situated in the said lot must be open to the reindeer of the 
local inhabitants at all times, and to the reindeer of the lessees 
of other systems during their passage through the lot. 

Section 2." Beyond the said exclusive right of prospecting and 
working the auriferous deposits in the system of the said river 
(Section 1) and the said restricted right of pasturage in the 
locality in question, the lessee is allowed no other rights in regard 
to carrying on in these localities any other operations or methods 
of exploitation whatever. In view of this the lessee must not 
hinder the local inhabitants in their occupations of hunting and 
trapping in any of the localities stated, or in their fishing, alike on 
the river . . . itself with all its tributaries, and along the 
shores of the Sea of Okhotsk. In like manner, the lessees of the 


-other systems have the right to use the bays at the mouth of the 


said river for unloading and warehousing their stores, and erecting 
for this purpose all necessary buildings. 

Section 3. The preliminary prospecting of the system allotted to 
the lessee must be completed during the three consecutive work- 
ing years following the conclusion of the contract, reckoning each 
of them from the lst June of one year till the 31st May of the 
next, thus allowing not less than three winters. 

On forwarding workmen hired by the lessee, from Vladivostock 
or any other point, a medical certificate must be shown to the 
local police of the absence of sick persons among the party, or of 
persons of weak health, and especially of any suffering from 
infectious diseases (in particular syphilis). Moreover, the lessee 
is bound (a) to maintain at the place of the works an assistant 
surgeon with all necessary medicines; (b) to pay to the Crown 
1,000 roubles annually for the maintenance of a physician; (¢) to 
keep in the locality leased a number of police corresponding to 
that of the workmen, in the proportion of one to thirty, and in 
any case not less than one policeman, furnishing each of them 
free with food, warm clothing, the necessary arms and lodging, 
and paying to the Crown for the wages of each policeman 600 
roubles a year, and 2,000 roubles a year for the maintenance of an 
assistant district engineer and police inspector ; and (d) to furnish 
the assistant district engineer, police inspector and physician with 
apartments, including heating and lighting, together with suitable 
premises for office, dispensary and prison, as well as with means 
of conveyance—in accordance with the law of the 13th May, 1896, 
concerning Justices of the Peace in the gold mining regions of 
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Kastern Siberia. Similar obligations are imposed upon lessees as 
to an additional salary for the Justice of the Peace, and as to 
furnishing him with apartments and means of conveyance in case 
of the subsequent establishment of this office for the region leased. 

Remark 1. The course of the term appointed in this para- 
graph for the completion of the prospecting may be arrested 
in the case of natural calamities, and, in general, unsurmount- 
able obstacles beyond human control (‘force majeure ”). 

Remark 2. The sums stated in (b) and (c) of the present 
paragraph are payable by the lessee a year in advance, at the 
beginning of each year of the lease. 

Section 4. The lessee is obliged (a) on the completion of the 
preliminary prospecting (Section 3) to begin operations for getting 
the gold in the locality assigned him, carrying on the work him- 
self, without sub-leasing it, and (b) to submit to the laws and 
regulations, alike now in force and such as may be hereafter 
enacted, concerning the conducting of mining operations. ; 

Remark. The engagement of foreign employés is allowed in 
conformity with note 2 to clause 5 of the Amendment to Art. 
661 of the Mining Code (1895), but with the special sanction 
of the Governor-General of the territory of the Amur. 

Section 5. The immediate inspection of the performance by the 
lessee of the duties imposed upon him by Sections 2, 3 and 4, will 
be established by the local assistant district engineer with the 
approval of the head of the Irkutsk Mining Board. 

Section 6. On each poud of slime-gold obtained from the locality 
leased, the lessee pays the Crown .............s000 roubles, as also 
the cost of refining, in accordance with the Mint Code. 

Section 7. The account and mode of collecting the said dues on 
the gold must be effected in accordance with Articles 782, 783, 
786, 787 (1895), 789 (1895), 791, 792, 797, 798 and 801 of the 
Mining Code, as well as with the laws and regulations that may 
hereafter be enacted on the subject. In case the lessee shall 
desire to receive an advance on the slime-gold at the branch 
offices of the State Bank of Russia, he may do so, in accordance 
with the existing rules, with the permission of the Minister of 
Finance. 

- Section 8. By the expiration of the term of the lease, the lessee 
is bound to make a plan of all the gold mines being worked by 
him and also of the mines discovered which he wishes to retain 
for himself. In this plan the exact boundaries of each mine must 
be shown, so that on the claims being allotted in accordance with 
them, the lessee may receive the survey documents for the said 
mines ; after which all the remaining portions of the locality, here- 
tofore at the disposal of the lessee, become free for prospecting and 
working by other persons. 

Remark. The allotment to the lessee of the claims referred 
to in this paragraph is effected without the observance of the 
regulations contained in the Mining Code now in force 
concerning the shape and extent of the areas to be allotted for 
gold mines, as also the distance between the latter. 
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Section 9. After the lessee has received, as aforesaid, the surveys 
and documents for his mines, the latter become subject to the 
general regulations, alike already published and such as hereafter 
may be made concerning gold mining operations on Crown lands, 
paying all the established taxes and dues on this industry to the 

rown. 

’ Section 10. As security for the fulfilment of the duties set down 
in the preceding paragraphs, a sum of 30,000 roubles will be 
retained from the deposit made by the lessee on the day of the 
auction, which amount will be placed in the General Treasury as 
a deposit of the Mining Department. In the event of the non- 
fulfilment by the lessee of the stipulation laid down in Section 8 
and Remark 1 thereto of these conditions, for the completion of 
the preliminary prospecting of the lot in the course of three years 
(Section 4), the contract shall be considered to be broken, and the 
whole original deposit (30,000 roubles) is forfeited to the Crown. 
Should the lessee fail to pay in at the beginning of the year the 
sum indicated in the same Section 3 for the maintenance of the 
physician, police, and personnel of the Government inspection, 
the Minister of Agriculture and State Domains will have the right 
to retain from the deposit, on behalf of the Crown, the necessary 
sums, while the lessee is bound to make good the deposit to the 
above-mentioned full amount; failure to observe this condition 
within six months from the day when the deductions were made 
from the deposit deprives the lessee of the right to the con- 
tinuation of the lease, and the remainder of the deposit is forfeited 
to the Crown. On the expiration of 15 years, as also in the case 
of the lessee waiving the further lease of the locality allotted him, 
after giving due notice thereof a year in advance, the deposit will 
be returned to its owner in full, while to the property of the lessee 
waiving his lease will be applied Article 322 of the Mining Code. 

Remark. The lessee has not the right to give notice of his 
waiving the lease before the expiration of three years 
(Section 3) from the day of signing the contract. 

Section 11. The lessee has the right, each time with the 
authorisation of the Minister of Finance in conjunction with the 
Minister of Agriculture and State Domains, to invite partners in 
the operations of prospecting and working the gold in the locality 
assigned him, as also to form with this object societies and com- 
panies, or to transfer his rights to another person, without however 
dividing, in the latter case, the system leased into smaller lots. 

“Section 12. In all matters not specified in the present conditions 
the lessee is subject to the general laws concerning the gold mining 
industry in the Empire in general and that in the Maritime 
Territory in particular. 

Printed copies in French and Russian of the normal statute 
mentioned in Section 11, for joint-stock companies which may be 
founded for the working of the Okhotsk gold deposits, as well as 
copies of the report made by Mr. Bogdanovitch, M.E., the former 
head of the Okhotsk-Kamchatka Expedition, are to be had during 
office hours (1 to 4 p.m.), or will be sent by post on application to 
the Section of Private Gold Mines of the Mining Department, 
Ministry of Agriculture and State Domains, St. Petersburg. The 
same Section will give all necessary information and explanation. 


— 
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VI.—COTTON PIECE GOODS IN MADAGASCAR. 
Hints To TRADERS. 


The importation of piece goods, especially cotton piece goods, 
is by far the most important branch of Malagasy trade. The 
total imports of these goods into the island in 1898 amounted in 
value to 340,0001., of which 249,000/. came from France and only 
about 25,0001. from the United Kingdom. The British Vice- 
Consul at Antananarivo states that the duty on foreign grey 
cottons is prohibitive, and that that on foreign bleached shirtings, 
which formerly for the best qualities amounted to 1s. to 1s. 3d. per 
piece, is now raised to 4s. 8d. to 5s. per piece, so that probably 
the French article will eventually crush all competition in this 
branch of trade. In 1897, the imports of piece goods of all sorts 
into Madagascar from France were valued at 48,000/. only, and in 
1898, as stated above, to 249,000/., of which 208,000/. was for 
piece goods of pure cotton. 

A report of M. Bonnet, member of the Council of Foreign 
Trade of France, dated from Tamatave, states that the principal 
ports of entry for these goods are Tamatave, Mananjary, and 
Vatomandry on the east, and Majunga on the west coast. In 
1898 the value of piece goods imported at the above places was as 
follows :— 


Tamatave ... ais oe ... £191,000 
Mananjary ... 37,000 
Majunga ... ia 45,000 


- M. Bonnet says:—“Cotton piece goods imported include 

bleached, unbleached, dyed, and printed goods. Unbleached cotton 
piece goods (longottes) form two-thirds of the total importation, 
and are of two widths, namely, 88 centimetres and 65 centimetres. 
The native calls the wider kind ‘ belilambana’ and the narrower 
‘ kelilambana.’ 

‘These two widths are imported in pieces of 36 metres of 40 folds 
(equivalent nearly to 40 English yards). The pieces are done up 
in bales of 25 each, which should be packed in thick packing 
paper and waterproof cloth. Each piece bears its own particular 
mark. The bale of 25 pieces of 36 metres in the wider width 
sells from 325 to 340 francs (131. to 13]. 12s.), in the smaller 
width for 220 francs to 230 francs (81. Gs. to 9/. 4s.) per bale. All 
piece goods have to pay an internal consumption tax and a 
municipal tax of 3 per cent. and 1 per cent. ad valorem respectively. 

“The category of bleached cottons includes cretonnes, piece 
goods to be made up for wearing apparel, twills, drills, &c. 
Cretonnes are made in two widths of 75 centimetres and 88 centi- 
metres, the former width being made up in pieces of 22 metres of 
24 folds, and the latter in 36 metres of 40 folds. The smaller 
width is sold at from 6°50 franes to 7 franes (5s. 2d. to 5s. 7d.) per 
piece according to quality, and the larger width at from 12 franes 
to 13°75 francs (9s. 7d. to 11s.) per piece. 
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‘The importation of dyed and printed cottons is a very important 
branch of the trade, and what should be aimed at in this connection 
are cheapness, bright colouring, and bold designs on a white, 
cream, blue, pink, or green ground. The greater the variety the 
better the sale. The accepted width for these goods is from 70 to 
75 centimetres, though a width of 80 centimetres is sometimes 
sold. Amongst other kinds of piece goods flannellette is taking 


_ an important place and the imports will probably increase still 


more for the interior and the south coast, where the temperature in 
June and July sometimes falls as low as 7 degrees centigrade.” 


VIL—TRADE OF THE NEW “OPEN PORTS” 
OF FORMOSA. 


The Foreign Office have received through H.M. Minister at 
Toko a report on the situation and trade of Toko, Toseki and 
Maky4, the three new “open ports” of Formosa and_ the 
Pescadores, as follows :— 

Toko, called by the natives Tang Kang, is a port situated on the 
southern side of the mouth of the Tang Kang (Toko) river, which 
flows into the Formosa Strait, about 5 miles to the south of the 
Takow Lagoon, and is distant about 13 miles from the port of 
Takow. ‘The mouth of the river is about 100 feet wide and only 
junks can enter, the anchorage where they lie being about 8 feet 
in depth. Steamers or vessels drawing more than 6 or 7 feet have 
to anchor outside in the roadstead. ‘lhe place itself is small, and 
the foreign trade is at present insignificant. A large quantity, 
however, of produce (sugar, rice, &c.) from the plain lands to the 


east and south-east of Tainan come down by the river to Toko, 


when it is transported in cargo boats to 'Takow for éxport. 
The value of the imports and exports during 1897 and 1898 were 
as follows :—- 


— 1897. 1898. 

Imports... ove 3,300 7,626 
Exports... ove 3,658 7,603 
Total... soo £ 6,958 15,229 


The principal articles of export during the years 1897 and 1898 
were as follows :— 


1898, 1897. 
Article. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Rice 5,965 16,846 3,330 
Sesamum seeds .. 2,821 890 32 7 
Hides 170 117 140 78 
Oil cakes... des a 706 70 764 87 
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And the principal articles of import during the same period 
were :— 


| 1898, 1897, 
Article. 
| Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Gall. 2 | Gall. 
Kerosene oil ... a sae 35,600 888 10,200 302 
Pieces. Pieces 
Cotton piece goods (Chinese)... 19,968 835 13,810 497 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Cut tobacco... 68 144 _ on 


A tri-weekly launch service was carried on during the year 1898 
between Toko and Takow by a small launch under foreign manage- 
ment, but flying the Japanese flag, while at the beginning of the 
present year another launch was placed on the run under similar 
conditions. 

Toseki, or Tangchu, as it is called locally, is situated at the mouth 
of the Nintiao River about 25 miles to the north of Tainan and 
about the same distance west of Kagi. Though a small insignifi- 
cant looking village itself, it is the outlet for a considerable portion 
of the trade of the important town of Kagi and for the produce of 
the agricultural districts lying between that place and the coast. 

The inner harbour, which is shut off from the sea by the shoal 
which practically extends from Anping in the south to Rokko 
(Lokkang) in the North, is approached by two entrances known 
respectively as the north and south channels. It is available for 
junks and ships of very small draught only. Vessels drawing more 
than 6 or 7 ft. have to lie outside in the open roadstead. The 
anchorage however, though not very good, is better both inside and 
outside the bar, than that at Hoteishi (Po-te-chiu) situated five 
miles to the south. 

The volume of trade which passes through Toseki is consider- 
able, and in 1898, so far as South Formosa is concerned, was next 
to Anping. The value of exports and imports during 1897 and 
1898 was as follows :— 


— 1897. 1898, 

£ 
Total asc 71,806 113,475 


The principal articles of export during the years 1897 and 1898 
were as follows :— 
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1898. 1897. 

Article. ; 
| Quantity.| Value. |} Quantity.| Value. 

Sugar, brown .. 127,333 24,022 60,090 16,555 
‘Dried lungans 9,260 3,389 9,549 2,837 - 
Sesamum seeds bes said os 6,141 2,455 18,252 5,950 
55,049 15,661 28,700 6,030 
Hemp ... ose’. ove 824 1,323 850 1,249 
Oilcakes' ... 38,501 3,968 22,518 2,057 


and the principal articles of import during the same periods 


were :— , 
1898. | 1897. 
Article 
: Quantity.| Value. || Quantity. Value, 
i | 
| 
| Cwts. £& Cwts. | 
Cut tobacco ... | 1,800 3,785 1,089 2,261 
| Gall. Gall. 
Kerosene oil ... | 103,925 2,290 102,875 2,380 
| Pieces. Pieces. | 
F Cotton piece goods (Chinese) | 472,590 16,177 || 238,812 9,512 


Makyu, called by the natives Makung, is a port on the south- 
west side of Ponghon, the largest island of the Pescadore group. 
‘The harbour is a very good one—deep, commodious, and safe-—but 
for commercial purposes the place has little or no importance. 
During the south-west monsoon (from April to October) the 
harbour is frequently used as a place of refuge for vessels (trading 
between Formosa and other places) which owing at times to 
impassable bars are unable to communicate with either Anping 
or Takow, and for which it would be dangerous to lie off either 
port owing to the heavy seas which then prevail. 


Makyu is one of the naval stations of Japan. 
The total import and export trade during 1897 and 1898 was as 


follows :— 
1897. | 1898. 
£ £ 
Imports... es 16,166 25,437 
Total 21,492 | 38,971 
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The principal articles of export during 1897 and 1898 were as 


follows 


| 1898, | 1897. 
Article. | | 
| Quantity. Value, | Quantity. Value. 
Cwt. £ Cwt. £ 
Ground nuts 7,860 3,056 4,810 2,113 
Oil cake | 29,450 4,765 2,264 233 


and the principal articles of import during the same periods 


were ‘= 
1898, 1897, 
Article. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Cwt. | £ Cwt. £ 
Cut tobacco at ene eit 5,592 | 9,962 3,488 5,369 
Pieces. | Pieces. 
Cotton piece goods (Chinese)| 170,314 | 5,413 109,018 3,693 
Chinese paper ... nye sea — | 2,024 — 1,033 
Gall. | Gall. 
Timber and boards... | 803 363 


Nore.—For the present the three ports 


Makyu are only open to junks. 


Toko, Toseki and 


544 TRADE OF RUSSIA IN 1898. [ Nov. 1899, 


VIIL—TRADE OF RUSSIA IN 1898. 


In a recent Report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General 
at St. Petersburg gives the following statement of the value of the 
Imports into and Exports from Russia in-1898, as compared with 
1897 :-- 


Total Value of Export 
Exports. Imports. and Import Trade of 
Russian Empire. 
1898. 1897. 1898. | 1897. 1898. 1897. 


Evropean Rvussia— 

_At European ports and 
land custom-houses, | 
custom-houses of Cau- | 
casus, and also inclu- | | 
ding trade with Grand i 
Duchy of Finland _... | 76,831,600 | 76,504,258 | 60,884,741 55,090,858 137,716,341 |131,395,116 

Gold and silver in bullio: | | 
andingots ...... 17,347 430,841 | 9,083,583 14,637,891 9,100,920 | 15,068,732 


| 
£ £ £ £ 


| 
76,848,947 | 76,735,099 | 69,968,324 69,728,749 |146,817,271 |146,463,848 


Asiatic Russia— 
Trade along Asiatic fron- | 
tiers of China, Trans- 
Caspian, Turkestan, | 
Persia, Ob and Yen- ee 

nissei, and Amurregion | 2,632,562 | 2,780,253 | 5,975,551 5,300,365 | 8,608,113] 8,080,618 

Gold and silver in bullioi | 
andingots... ...| 338,362 489,357 413,734 500,720 752,096 990,077 

| 


Total... ... | 79,819,871 | 80,004,709 | 76,357,609 75,529,534 156,177,480 |155,534,543 


- A marked increase is visible in the importation of manufactured 

goods into European Russia. On examination of the customs 
returns, machinery, tools, agricultural implements, dye-stuffs, and 
other articles not produced in this country, but necessary to the 
rapidly developing Russian manufacturing industry, under the 
fostering care of an almost prohibitive customs tariff will, in a 
great measure, account for the increased importation under this 
head. 

With regard to the exports of the whole of European Russia 
to all countries, breadstuffs show on the whole a diminished ex- 
portation in 1898 as compared with the preceding year to the 
extent of 9,662,463 cwts. The decrease was marked under the 
heads of wheat, rye, oats, and bran. On the other hand the only 
cereals that were exported in larger quantities were barley and 
maize. 

Increased exportation tock place in timber goods, grass seeds, 
oil-cake, flax, raw hides, bones, and bone-meal, mineral oils, man- 
ganese ore, poultry and game, eggs, butter, and lump sugar. The 
articles exported in smaller quantities at the same time were 
linseed, hemp-seed, rape-seed, all other seeds with the exception 
of those of grass and sunflower, flax, tow, and codilla, furs and 
skins, bristles, wool, naphtha residuum, sugar refined, sand, spirits, 
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and feathers. In spite of the diminution of the quantities of 
many of the articles exported, owing to better prices that pre- 
vailed for them, there was still an increase in the value of the 
whole European export trade of Russia in 1898 amounting, as 
already stated, to 527,342/., as compared with the value realised in 
1897. 

The total of the export trade across the European frontier of 
Russia to Great Britain in 1898 as valued by the Russian Customs 
Department amounted to 140,447,000 r. (15,215,0911.), as com- 
pared with 150,908,000 r. (16,348,370/.) in the year 1897, and 
shows consequently a diminution of 1-6 per cent., and one of 4°8 per 
cent., as compared with the average of the quinquennial period 
of 1893-97, and of 11-2 per cent. with that of the period 1888-92. 
This trade has shown a gradual diminution since 1889. 

The gradual diminution in the value of British imports into 
Russia is also visible therefrom though not to the same extent as 
marks the exports of Russian produce to Great Britain. The value 
of British goods imported in 1898 into Russia constituted 20-2 per 

cent. of imports from all countries, which was an increase of 1°6 
per cent. as compared with the preceding year, but compared with 
the period 1888-92 it amounts to a diminution of 3°4 per cent., 
and with that of 1893-97 to one of 2°5 per cent. Russian exports 
to Great Britain and British exports to Russia have thus, according 
to the Russian customs returns, been decreasing gradually and 
almost steadily, the former in greater proportion than the latter. - 

On the other hand we find that the value of the export trade of 
Russia to Germany in 1898 was slightly above the average for the 
period 1893-97 (25:2 per cent. as compared with 24°3 per cent.),. 
while the value of the imports into Russia in 1898 exceeded the. 
value of that trade in 1897 by 3-7 per cent., and by 7 per cent. 
that of the quinquennial period of 1893-97. H.M. Consul is of 
opinion that the steady growth of the value of German imports 
into Russia since 1888 is very significant, especially as it has pro- 
gressed to the injury of British commercial interests in the Russian 
market. 
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IX.—THE RUSSIAN RAILWAY SYSTEMS. 


‘The following account of the various railway systems of the 
Russian Empire is taken from a‘report of H.M. Consul-General at 
St. Petersburg (Fureign Office Annual Series, 2343) :— 


By January ist, 1899, the length of the whole Russian railway 
system, European and Asiatic, | open for traffic, extended over 
26,958 miles, in addition to which new lines 7,057 miles in length 
were in construction. The most important new railways opened 
for traffic during the year 1898 were :— 


The mid-section of the Siberian line, from the Ob to Krasnoyarsk, 
length 474 miles. From the Taiga to Tomsk, length 59 miles. 
From Vologda to Archangel, length 397 miles. _New lines were 
also. opened in the Moscow zone belonging to: the Moscow- 
Yaroslav-Archangel, Riazan-Ural and Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk 
Railway Companies. Moreover, there. were opened for traffic the 
Lugansk-Miller line in the region of the Don basin, and the 
Lukoy-Liublin line in the Cis-Vistula. region. Furthermore the 
Livna Railway was converted from.a narrow to a broad gauge line. 


At the commencement of the present year the whole network 
of Russian railways consisted of 28 lines uninterruptedly con- 
nected with each other and of seven isolated lines. Of the 
former 18 were worked by the Government and 10: by public 
companies. 


The lines belonging to and worked by the Government are :— 


' No. Name of Line. Length. 
Miles. 

1 | Baltic and Pskov-Riga Railway... eve ove 
2 | Ekaterina Railway... = oo 653 
3 | Kursk- -Kharkov-Sebastopol Railwa oss 988 
4 | Libau-Romna Railway ... 831 
5 | Moscow-Brest Railway... 688 
€ | Moscow-Kursk-Nijni-N Railw: ay = 705 
7 | Nicholas Railway .. ove 607 
9 | Polessie Railways ... 959 
10 | Cis-Vistula Railway ove ooo ove 825 
11 | Riga-Orel Railway... ove ove 789 
12 | Samara-Zlatoust Railway... 993 
i3 | St. Petersburg-Warsaw Railway... ose 829 
14 | Western-Siberian Railway ove ove ove 887 
15 | Mid-Siberian Railway... oe ose 535 
16 | Syzran-Viazma Railway ... “ 870 
‘| Kharkoff-Nikolaiyeff Railway ... oss 795 
1s | South Western Railways... 2,448 
Total ... eee ose «| 15,852 


7 
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The lines belonging to public companies are :— 


No. Name of Line. Length. 
Miles 
1 | Warsaw-Vienna Railway ... 309 
2 | Vladikavkaz Railway... eos 910 
8 | Ivangorod-Dombrov Railway ... see 301 
5 | Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk Railway... wae 549 
6 | Moscow-Kazan Railway ... . ... 808 
7 | Moscow-Voronej Railway... hed 1,036 
8 | Moscow-Yaroslav-Archangel Railway ... 1,074 
9 | Riazan-Ural Railway... 1,808 
10 | South-Eastern Railways ... 2,302 


The unconnected or isolated railways are :— 


Number. Name of Line. Length. 
Miles 

1 Baskuchinsk line... wee 49 

3 Trans-Caspian line ... oss ose eee 944 


In addition to the above-mentioned railways there are the 
following short local lines :—- 


Number. Name of Line. Length. 
Miles. 

1 Irinovka line oes seo 37 

2 Tsarskoe Selo line ... eee ees ose 17 

3 Narrow gauge feeding lines of the first company oad 222 

Total ... 301 


With reference to the lines that are still in course of con- 
struction :—- 


Those being built by the Government are: The line from 
Samarkand to Andijan (335 miles), which is to be opened 
this summer, and a branch from Hovast to Tashkent (96 miles) ; 
the Caucasus line from Tiflis to Kars (186 miles); from Borjom 
to Bukuryan (23 miles) and from Chiatur to Darkveti (4 miles) ; 
within the system of the Ekaterina Railway (a) from Tchaplin: 
to Berdiansk (140 miles); from Kalachevsk to 
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Liubomirovka (57 miles); (c) and from Mushketova to the Don 
(22 miles); within the system of the Kursk-Kharkoff-Sebastopol 
Railway from Vladislavovka to Kerch (64 miles) and from 
Volchansk to Kupiansk (70 miles); within the system of the 
Samara-Zlatoust line from Berdiansk to Bakalsk Mine (32 miles) ; 
within the system of the St. Petersburg-Warsaw line to Grodno 
(63 miles) and to Suvalki (65 miles). The railroads in construc- 
tion by the Board of Siberian Railways are: The Trans-Baikal 
line with branches (948 miles); the Perm-Kotlas line with 
branches (545 miles); the Mid-Siberian line to Irkutsk (672 
miles) ; and the Ussuri line (483 miles). 

The total length of railways under construction by the Govern- 
ment is thus seen: to be over 3,805 miles. 

The railways that were being built by public companies are: 
By the Vladikavkaz Company, Tiktoretsk-Tsaritsin (303 miles) 
and Petrovsk-Derbent-Baku (225 miles); by the Moscow- 
Windau-Rybinsk Company, Moscow-Kreuzberg (512 miles); 
Tukum-Windau (70 miles); Duo-Sakolniki (107 miles); and 
Savelino-Krasny Holm (23 miles) ; by the Moscow. Kiev-Vorone} 
Railway Company, Moscow-Briansk (243 miles); Okhachevka- 
Golini (36 miles) with some branches (10 miles); by the Moscow- 
Kazan Railway Company, Ruzaevka-Syzran (200 miles) and 
Vyrypaevka-Simbirsk (105 miles); by the Moscow-Yaroslay- 
Archangel Railway Company, Teikovo-Yuriev Polski (52 miles) 
and Moscow-Kimri (84 miles); by the Riazan-Uralsk Railway 
Company, Moscow-Pavalets (194 miles); Dankovo-Smolensk 
(347 miles) and Krasnoslobodsk-Injavino (26 miles); by fhe 
South Eastern Company, Popasnaya-Nikitovka (29 miles), Kolpa- 
kova-Pervozvanovka (21 miles) and Zverevo-Krivomuzgenskaya 
{Eastern Donetsk) (213 miles). In addition to the foregoing, 
some. narrow-gauge and unimportant lines were under construction 
by some newly-established companies. 

The length of the lines in construction by private companies 
in 1898 represented a distance of 2,800 miles. In this manner 
the total length of Russian railways in construction dwing the 
past year by the Crown and by public companies measured a 
distance of 6,605 miles. 

In further development of the Russian railway system the 
following lines were projected and their construction decided on :— 
(1) A line from Poltava to Kieff. (2) A line from Nijni-Novgorod 
to Romanavo, through Arzamas, Lukoyanov and Pochinki, which 
would traverse longitudinally the whole province of Nijni-Nov- 
gorod; a line from Zemetchina to Kustarevka, through the districts 
of Shatsk, Spassk, and Morshank, of the province of Tambov, a 
thickly-populated and wooded regicn. (8) A line from St. Peters- 
burg in the direction of Kieff, through Vitebsk and Moghileff and 
other towns of that province, this line shortening the present 
railway communication between St. Petersburg and Kieff by 167 
miles. 

In addition to the projection of these new lines it was decided to 
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increase the transport capabilities of the Novorossicsk branch of 
the Vladikavkaz railway by the construction of a new line from 
Kavkaz station to that of Ekaterinodar and the laying of a new 
line of rails on the section from Ekaterinodar to Novorossicsk. 

The above projected lines are to be constructed mostly by public 
companies, while the building of the following were to be under- 
taken by the Crown entirely, namely, a line from Vladislavovka to 
Kertch, with a view to the connection of the Briansk iron works 
with the ore-producing region of the south ; a line from Volchansk 
to Kupiansk in the province of Kharkov (already in construction); 
a line from Piatikhatki to Koristovki, which will unite the 
Ekaterina with the Kharkov-Nicholas railways. 

Supplementary to all the above newly-projected lines the con- 
struction of the following was also authorised, but without the 
Crown incurring any financial responsibility in regard to their 
construgtion and working :— 


Route. Length. 
Miles 
From Yalta to Bakchisarai 45 
Belgorod to Sum nis, 97 
Kholm to Beljets, with a branch from Zamostia to Liublin  ... 120 
Valk to Marienburg, with branches .. ae 130 
Three small lines in the region of the Trans- Caucasus ese oa 27 


According to official returns the gross receipts of all the railways 
(excepting those of Finland and of the Trans-Caspian) amounted 
in 1898 to 457,549,541 r., or 48,614,6371, as compared with 
432,445,168 r., or 45 947, 2991., in 1897 ; an increase of 2,667,3381., 
or 5'8 per cent. 

The lines that yielded comparatively a larger gross revenue per — 
verst in 1898, as against that of the preceding year, were :— 


Name of Line. | Per cent. Remarks. 
Baskunchak 17 
Perm-Tiumen ... 
Samara-Zlatoust and Orenburg | 19 Length increased by 48 miles. 
Cis-Vistula 10% Length increased by 70 miles. 
Ivangorod-Dombrovsk... 14:2 


On the other hand the chief lines which showed a diminution of 
gross income in 1898 were :— 


Name of Line. Per cent. Remarks, 
Moscow-Windau-Rybinsk _... 19°4 
114 
Trans-Caucasus... ove 
Nicholas... 7 
Western Mid-Siberian... 74 Length increased by 538 miles, 
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The aggregate yield per verst of all the railways in 1898 was 
smaller by 0:1 per cent., as compared with 1897. 

The passenger traffic on all the lines rose from 65,609,664 
persons carried in 1897 to 70,877,406 persons in 1898, an increase 
of 8 per cent., while the goods traffic amounted to 6,024,585,000 
pouds (97,170,726 tons), as compared with 5,562,542,000 pounds 
(89,718,419 tons) in 1897, or an increase of 8°3 per cent. 

By 1st January, 1899, regular goods and passenger traffic on the 
Great Siberian Trunk line had been established to the station of 
Irkutsk, 670 miles beyond Krasnoyarsk, and a distance from St. 
Petersburg and Moscow of 3,830 and 3,427 miles respectively. 

In view of the increasing traffic on the line, especially on its 
western and central sections, it has been found necessary to 
improve them to the standard of requirement for the growing 
transport of goods and passengers. The Imperial Committee of 
the Siberian Railway decided in February last to spend, in 
addition to the ordinary provision made for the year, the sum of 
82,770,600 r. (8,794,3761.) for the above purpose. The work to 
which this large sum is to be devoted will consist in relaying the 
whole of the central and Transbaikal sections and a length of 
40 miles of the western portion of the line with rails 24 lbs. to 
the foot in lieu of the 18-lb. rails with which the line was origin- 
ally provided; in replacing 1,429 wooden bridges with a span 
varying from 3} to 30 fathoms by solid structures of stone and 
iron, inclusive of an iron bridge over the Irkutsk river, which has 
a span of 100 fathoms; in establishing 91 new sidings with all 
necessary buildings and constructions, reballasting the greater 
portion of the permanent way and in adding to the existing 
rolling stock 342 engines, 162 passenger cars, 631 cars of a 
common type for the conveyance of emigrants and troops and 
8,358 goods trucks. 

The necessary expenditure for relaying the rails and building 
solid bridges is to be spread over eight years, while the other portions 
of the work are to be completed within a period of three years. 

It is hoped that with the reballasting of the permanent way 
and providing it with heavier rails, a speed of a maximum of 50 
versts (334 miles) per hour for passenger trains will be attained. 

At present the rate of progress is only 20 versts (13 miles) 
per hour for passenger trains and 12 versts (8 miles) per hour 
for those carrying goods. 

The following statement taken from the report of the Imperial 
Committee of the Siberian Railway shows the extent of the 
increase of passenger and goods traffic on the western and central 
sections of that line :— ; 


| 1896. | 1897. | 1898, 
| | oo 
Goods. | Paseengers. Goods, Goods. 
| Number. Tons. | Number. Tons. | Number. Tons. 
Western section ...... | 160,000 169,355 | 236,000 341,774 | 350,000 4°3,371 
Central section ......... | 14,700 16,339 | 177,000 85,516 | 300,000 177,419 


Nore.—400,000 emigrants in 1896—98. 
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It would thus appear that the passenger traffic increased yearly 
on the western section on an average at the rate of 50 per cent., 
while the increase in the quantity of goods transported was still 
greater, amounting to 200 per cent. during the second year, to 100 
per cent. during the third year, and to 50 per cent. during the 
fourth year. 

The goods carried westward on the line consisted to a great 
extent of grain, while those transported from Russia to Siberia 
have as yet been inconsiderable in quantity: iron, machinery, 
hardware, manufactured goods, sugar, salt and mineral oil con- 
stituting the bulk of such goods. 

The Siberian Railway Committee entertain the hope that in a 
few years Chinese goods, and especially Chinese tea, that now 
finds its way to Europe by sea and through the Suez Canal, with its 
heavy charges on shipping, will be transported westwards through 
Siberia by the Great ‘Trunk Railway now approaching completion. 
The Committee also anticipate that in addition to grain, large 
quantities of coal will soon be carried by the railway for the use 
of the Ural Iron Works, coal of excellent quality and in large 
quantities having been discovered near Sudjenka station on the 
central section and in the Steppe at a distance of about 70 miles 
from the town of Pavlodar. The total quantity of coal which the 
railway will be called on to carry at no distant time is estimated at 
no less than 258,000 tons annually. 
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X.—THE SWEDISH MINING INDUSTRY. 


The following report on the mining industry of Sweden for 
1898, based on statistics issued by the Swedish Board of Trade, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at 
Stockholm. 

The total value of mining products in 1898 was about the same 
as in 1897, amounting tothe very considerable snm of 151,980,000 
kronor (8,433,333/.) in 1898, against 151,710,000 kronor 
(8,428,333/.) in the preceding year. 

Iron ore and other metals than iron have considerably increased, 
but hammered iron and steel show a diminished value of no less 
than 2,390,000 kronor (132,7771.) 

Iron ore was obtained from 329 mines (836 in 1897) and the 
amount procured went up to 2,300,000 tons (2,090,000 tons in 
1897) being the largest yield ever secured. 

The increase has been greatest in the Norbotten district, 
239,851 tons; while there has been a marked decrease in Koppar- 
berg district, chiefly at Griingesberg where the diminution was 
38.440 tons. 

Some other districts show a total increase of 26,493 tons, 
against a diminution of 4,522 tons elsewhere. 

The total value of iron ore may be put at 10,990,000 kronor 
(610,555/.), against 10,000,000 kronor (555,5551.) in the preceding 
year. 

The average price per ton was 4 kronor 78 re (5s. 3,c5d.), 
against 4 kronor 79 dre (5s. 3yvod. or $d. difference) in 1897, 
both calculated at the pit’s mouth. 

The following table shows the production in 1898 as compared 
with the previous year, together with the increase and decrease of 
the various minerals and the value of the quantities obtained :— 


Difference 
Minerals. | compared with | 
Tons. Tons. £ 
Tron ore ... 2,302,546 + 216,427 611,108 
Gold ore ... wae 2,136 + 474 1,350 
Silver and lead ore 6,743 — 3,325 11,035 
Copper ore 23,335 — 1,872 20,524 
Zinc ore ... one 61,627 + 4,991 124,207 
Manganese ore ... on 2,358 = 391 2,293 
Iron pyrites 386 131 213 


The quantity of pig iron obtained in 1898 was 531,766 tons, 
of an estimated value of 34,870,000 kronor 1,937,2221.) against 
538,197 tons in 1897. There was, therefore, a decrease of 6,431 
tons in quantity, while the value was estimated somewhat higher 
than in the preceding year. 

The weight in tons of malleable iron and steel was very similar 
in 1897 and 1898, viz., 464,760 tons in the former and 464,044 
tons in the latter year, with values of 47,840,000 kronor 
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(2,657,7771.) in 1897, and 47,890,000 kronor (2,660,555/.) in 
1898. Hammered iron and steel were produced to the value of 
49,190,000 kronor (2,732,7771.), or 2,390,000 kronor (132,777/.) 
less than in 1897. 

Blooms and hollow blooms intended for tubes went down 
from 33,660 tons in 1897 to 11,692 last year, and the value 
from 7,580,000 kronor (421,111/.) to 2,400,000 kronor (133,3331.). 

The production of bar iron and steel has increased from 
155,991 tons to 170,574 tons, and the value from 22,070,000 
kronor (1,226,1111.) to 24,480,000 kronor (1,360,000/.). 

Other ores than iron have been obtained to the value of 
2,870,000 kronor (159,4441.) against 2,130,000 kronor (118,333/.) 
in 1897; the increased value being chiefly due to larger pro- 
duction of zinc. 

Coal, fireproof-clay, and feldspath amounted to :— 


— 197. 1898. 
Kronor. £ Kronor, £ 
Coal 1,610,000 84,444 1,730,000 96,111 
Fireproof Clay... ine 180,000 10,000 210,000 11,666 
Feldspath 200,000 11,111 240,000 13,333 


Other metals than iron were obtained to the value of 3,600,000 
kronor (200,0001.). The production of gold and lead has increased, - 
but that of silver and copper has diminished. 

The number of workpeople was 28,590 in 1897, and 29,324 in 
1898. Among these were 633 women, of whom 415 were 
employed in the iron mines. Only 2,667 (9:1 per cent.) were 
under 18 years of age; viz., 2,429 men and 238 women. 

There were 656 accidents; viz. 19 persons killed, and 641 
injured to the extent of being off work at least 14 days. 

Notre.—The rate of conversion employed in the above report is 
18 kronor to the £1 sterling. 
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XI.—THE GERMAN WINE TRADE. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a report drawn up by H.M. Consul at Cologne on the 
German wine trade, in which it is stated that the import of foreign 
wines into Germany during the last few years was as follows :— 


| 
1896. 1897. 1898. 


Double {| Double Double 
Centners. | Centners. | Centners. 
Wine and must in casks 20—24 
marks per 100 kilos.) ... ..| 548,859 | 568,012 | 556,829 
Red wine for the purpose of ‘mixing with 
German wines (Verschneiden)... ee-| 82,827 95,478 107,029 
Wine in bottles... 7,806 7,827 6,691 
Sparkling wine... .| 23,254 24,567 26,779 
Grapes also in state of fermentation for making 
wine ane 101,026 | 122,699 | 245,522 


1 Double Centners=100 kilos. = 220 lbs. 


The great increase in the imports of grapes in fermentation for 
making wines in the year 1898 is due to the unfavourable harvest 
in 1898, which was a total failure. The statistics of the import 
of foreign wines into Germany for 1899 are not yet available. 

The export of wine from Germany has increased during the last 
years, the value of it being in 1898 22,000,000 marks, against 
18,600,000 marks in 1894. 


Exports of Wine from Germany. 


1896. 1897, 1898. 
Double Double Double 
Centners, Centners. Centners. 
Wine and must in casks ose 132,642 134,776 130,640 
» in bottles ... be a 71,283 76,872 79,655 
Sparkling wines ... a me! 18,203 16,0385 18,021 


This increase is largely due to the increased export to England, 
which was as follows :— 


— 1894. 1895, 1896. | 1897. 1898. 


Double Double Double Double Double 
Centners. | Centners. | Centners. | Centners. | Centners. 
Site wines sis 8,750 9,780 9,720 9,620 10,540 

ine in bottles ee-| 20,410 24,410 27,800 31,440 33,730 
8,020 10,430 12,290 12,640 13,580 


Considering this favourable development of the German wine 
trade, the German wine merchants deeply regret the increased duty 
imposed upon their wines by Her Majesty’s Government, and they 
are inclined to think that this increase in duty will reduce the 
export. 

As the wine grower’s stock of wines of 1896 and 1897 (the 
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wines of 1898 cannot be considered on account of the small 
harvest) is very small, and as they obtained very high prices for 
their wines at the auctions held on the Rhine and at Moselle a few 
months ago, the general opinion is, that they will have no 
difficulties in placing their wines at good prices, even if the export 
to England should be difficult. Consequently they presume that 
the prices for German wines in England will show an increase. 

One of the authorities on the German wine trade gives the 
following information :— 

“Tt is not yet possible to state the effect of the increase in the 
wine duties in England on the export. In my opinion the slight 
increase in the duty from 1s. to 1s, 3d. per gallon will in itself not be 
of much importance to the export, although it is well known that 
every increase of the duty has an injurious effect, as regards their 
consumption, on the cheaper light wines particularly. ‘The matter, 
however, is otherwise with the surtax on the wines that are filled in 
bottles over here. It is the German wines, viz., the lightest kind, 
which are hit hardest by this measure, because they are so little suited 
—much less so than French red wines—for transit in barrels, for 
treatment at an unfavourable time of the year, in warm cellars, and 
in a foggy climate. The racking of the wines from the original 
cask, in which it was developed, into a smaller new cask, in which 
it is to be shipped, the journey by land and sea from the cool cellar 
in heat or cold, the clarification of the light natural wines which 
is thereby generally necessitated, injure their quality to a very 
great degree. The assertion that the trade, which will now devote 
greater attention to our wines, could just as easily bottle them, is 
only correct in so far as it concerns the mechanical clarification 
and drawing off, but it is absolutely wrong as far as it regards the 
preservation of the fineness of the bouquet and the vivacity of the 
wines. Furthermore, the keeping qualities of wines bottled from 
the original cask is different unless, in order to secure these 
qualities, the cask wines are artificially fortified, which again reacts 
unfavourably on the wholesomeness of the wines. 

“Of late the taste in England has gone over to the entirely light 
bouquet wines of the Moselle and Rhine. In order to obtain these 
wines in the best condition, many of the great wine firms in 
England had bottled very considerable supplies of light wines at 
the proper moment of maturity and at a suitable time of the year, 
which were suddenly threatened with a surtax of 3s. per dozen 
bottles. Happily this tax was reduced to 2s., but even this falls 
heavily on cheap qualities. In order to meet clients’ wishes and to 
diminish the stock of wines laid down in bottles for England and 
in order to diminish the import of cask wines, at least during the 
hot summer season, some firms have borne half the cost of the 
surtax until lst August. 

“This has resulted in an extraordinarily large export of wines in 
bottles. At the same time, however, large quantities of cask 
wines were introduced experimentally, which, according to my 
conviction, based on a long experience, will cause the importer 
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very much trouble and anxiety, and give the consumer far less 
satisfaction than if the wines had been imported in _ bottle. 
Shippers who wish to treat their customers fairly must also in 
fature decline to positively diminish the value of fine light bouquet 
wines and risk their going bad, by transporting them in cask, in 
spite of the premium placed unfortunately on the importation of 
wines in cask. 

“T must therefore assume that, since the alteration in the duty 
in cask, a great increase in the importation has taken place, and 
that the raising of the sale price will be more fully felt later on, 
and will then adversely affect the sales, when also the deterioration 
of the quality through bottling under unfavourable circumstances 
will exert its influence. 

“T should further like to emphasise the fact that especially the 
lightest wines, which are most free of alcohol, are affected most 
heavily by this surtax. The export of our wines which went via 
Holland and Belgium, amounted in 1898 to 367,070 gallons in 
bottle, against only 292,317 gallons in cask. These figures prove 
clearly the importance which the English wine trade places on the 
wines being bottled in the country where they are produced. In 
order to explain the foregoing, I may mention that the export 
from German ports given on page 268 of the ‘ Annual Statistics 
of Trade,’ viz., 

442,639 gallons in cask 
18,705 bottle 

refers only to the wines from Austro-Hungary and to Hambro 
sherries. The latter being over 30 degrees, pay, as it is a higher 
duty. The increase in duty on sparkling wines is also unfavour- 
able to German light cheap champagnes. It is an old experience 
that expensive wines of famous brands are not adversely affected 
by a higher duty, on the contrary, they gain an advantage thereby, 
because the duty upon them per cent. presses less heavily and less 
injuriously than upon the cheaper qualities, no matter how good 
they may be, this also to the consumer’s disadvantage.” 


4 
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XIT.—THE NEW “KAISER DRY DOCK” AT 
BREMERHAVEN. 


The Foreign Office have received through H. M. Consul-General 
at Hamburg, copy of a memorandum on the new “ Kaiser Dry 
Dock ” at Bremerhaven, as follows :— 

The new “ Kaiser Dry Dock” at Bremerhaven, was completed on 
_ the 21st September, 1899. It is at present the only stone built 
dry dock the German mercantile navy possesses, but it is one of 
the largest in the world. The existing dry docks of the German 
Imperial Navy at Wilhelmshaven and Kiel are considerably smaller, 
and the two new dry docks which the German Government is now 
completing will also be smaller. 

When, towards 1890, the “ North German Lloyd” commenced 
constructing vessels of such large dimensions that their own dry 
docks no longer sufficed, Bremen ship-owners began to interest 
themselves in the question of constructing new docks at Bremer- 
haven for ithe purpose of accommodating the largest modern ocean 
steamers and thus saving the expense of docking them in England. 

The interests of the German Imperial Navy were also concerned 
in this project, owing to the accommodation of its own docks in 
Wilhelmshaven being inadaquate, and the large floating dry docks 
at Hamburg were considered as being situated at too great a 
distance in the event of hostilities occurring in the North Sea. A 
project was accordingly elaborated by the naval authorities, 
according to which they had the right to use the dock, binding 
themselves to pay part of the cost. In consequence, the German 
(or Prussian) Government, when the new “ Kaiser” harbour or 
dock was built (for which purpose Prussia ceded a portion of its 
territory adjoining that of Bremen), made a contract with the latter 
by which the right of using the dock was agreed to in consideration 
of the German Government paying a portion of the expenses. In 
this Prussian-Bremen contract of 1892, a clause was, moreover, 
inserted by which Bremen bound herself to build a massive dry 
dock, having an available length of 160 metres (525 feet), a 
width of 25 metres (82 feet), and an available depth of 9°5 metres 
(31 feet 2 inches.) German men of war have access to the 
dock on the same general conditions as the “ Express” or mail 
steamers of the North German Lloyd; that is to say, the former 
may use the dock at any time when free, but the “ Express” and 
mail steamers of the North German Lloyd have the preference 
excepting in time of war. 

The share in the costs of construction to be borne by the German 
Government, is fixed by the above-mentioned contract at 
2,400,489 marks (120,0001.). 

The projected dimensions above quoted have, however, been ex- 
ceeded in consequence of the North German Lloyd having mean- 
while ordered ships nearly 200 metres long (655 feet 6 inches), 
so that another 20 metres (65 feet 7 inches) were necessary to 
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permit of the removal of the propeller shafts. The actual dimen- 
sions of the new dry dock are as follows :— 
Available length ... 220 metres (721 feet 94 inches) 
Width ofentrance ... 276 ,, (90 ,, 64 ,, ) 

Sluice-wear (“Sill”) 7 metres (22 feet 114 inches) below 
Bremerhaven zero or 10°56 metres (34 feet 7? inches) below ordinary 
high water mark of the river Weser). 

It was originally intended to construct an outer basin with 
sufficient adjoming space for 3 dry docks of which only one was 
to be built at once, the two others to be constructed “as soon as 
necessary.” Later on the idea of a third dry dock was abandoned, 
and instead of this, a repairing basin has now been constructed, so 
that there are now : Ist., one dry dock ; 2nd., site for a second dry 
dock ; and 3rd., a floating or repairing dock. 

At the entrance to the outer basin there is a swivel bridge, over 
which a railway and other port traffic can pass. The dry dock 
may be shut off from the outer basin by means of a pontoon which 
can be moved 60 metres inwards, whenever small vessels require 
docking. 

Two centrifugal pumps, the cases of which have a diameter 
of 5 metres (162 feet) empty the dry dock in the space of 
2--24 hours. Each of these pumps is worked by a direct action 
engine, each engine having 600 horse power, both drawing 
together 75,000 cubic metres (98,103 cubic yards) in the above- 
mentioned time. 

On each side of the entrance to the dry dock, is a crane of 
50 tons lifting power, and on the pontoon is another crane of 
20 tons. At the south-east end of the repairing basin is a giant 
crane of 150 tons lifting power, specially intended to lift the very 
heavy boilers into and out of the express steamers. This crane 
has a height of 36 metres (118 feet 1 inch) and a discharging 
range of 15 metres from the quay-wall. The cranes are all worked 
by electricity. 

The dry dock and adjacent premises are lighted by electricity. 

The cost of the entire works has been slightly below the estimate, 
which was fixed at 5,905,485 marks (295,000/.). Of this amount the 
German Government pays 2,400,485 marks (120,000/.) leaving 
3,505,000 marks (175,0001.) for the account of the Bremen’State. 

The sill of the dry dock which, owing to the unfavourable con- 
ditions under which it had to be built, had to be constructed under 
water, is flat instead of arched as in the case of most other dry 
docks, and is built strong enough to resist all buoyancy of the 
water. It is to be remarked that solid ground was only found 
14 metres (48 feet) below low water. 

The masonry of the bottom and sides consists of concrete and a 
slight clinker-lining. 

The North German Lloyd Company have leased the dry dock 
from the Bremen State for a period of 25 years for a yearly rent of 
115,000 marks (5,7501.), which represents fully 3} per cent. on the 
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whole cost, and the company has further agreed to pay the 
Bremen State a sum of 5,000 marks (250/.) annually for the steam 
crane hitherto used at the ‘“‘ New Harbour ” (thus making the entire 
rent paid by the Company 6,000/.). The Company has also 
bound itself to pay every year the sum of 10,700 marks (535/.) 
towards cost of repairs. 

The “ Kaiser Dry Dock” is also open to all other German and 
foreign ships, besides those of the “North German Lloyd,” 
including foreign men-of-war, viz., at the following tariff :— = 


Gross registered tonnage Ist day Each succeeding day 

For ships up to 5000s... + 1,500 marks (£75) 500 marks (£25) 

For ships of 5,001 to 6,000 -. 2,000 , (£100) 600 ,, (£30) : 
6,001 to 7,000 2,500 (8125) 675 ,, (£33 15s.) 
7,001 to 8,000 8,000 , (£160) 750 (#87 10s.) 
8,001 to 11,000 8,000 ,, (£150) 1,000 ,, (£50) 

For ships over 11,000... 3,000 ,, (8150) 1,200 ,, (£60) 


These rates include all expenses and charges whatsoever con- 
nected with the docking. Ships docking on Sundays and holidays 
pay a reasonable additional charge. A special arrangement as 
regards dock charges is made for damaged vessels. 


XIT.—THE MINING INDUSTRY OF GREECE. 


Great activity prevailed in the mining and engineering industry 
of Greece during the year 1898. The mining industries, generally 
speaking, are chiefly carried on so far on the small islands of the 
Cyclades and near the coast lines, places whence the transportation 
of the ores can be effected by the most simple means. The Greek 
Government, in order to encourage the development of the mining 
industries, has recently granted a large number of mines con- 
cessions. While during the period from 1882 to 1891 no 
concessions were granted at all, and from 1891 to the end of 1898 
only five concessions were granted, during the first six months of 
the present year 36 concessions have been granted, chiefly for iron 
ore, manganese ore, argentiferous lead, zinc, copper ores and coal. 


The following table showing the production of the Greek mines 
in 1898 and 1897 is taken from a report in the “New York 
Engineering and Mining Journal.” Brown coal, plaster of paris, 
sulphur, talcum and commercial lead wére entirely consumed in 
the country itself; salt, also, was almost entirely taken by the home 
market ; only 280 tons were exported to the island of Crete. Mill- 
on and Pozzolana earth and all other products were shipped 
abroad. 
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The production was as follows :— 


1897 1898 

Tons Tons. 
Iron ore ... 260,828 287,100 
Manganiferous iron ore ove eee oe 182,850 213,938 
Zinc blende __... 3,118 1,139 
Calamine, roasted 22,817 30,906 
Chrome ore... iss 563 1,367 
Magnesite, raw ... <i 11,311 14.829 
Magnesite, calcined ... 686 129 
Magnesite, bricks ae 826 516 
Pozzolana earth 42,600 70,700 
Argentiferous lead__.... 15,946 18,888 
Commercial lead 520 305 


The value of the total production in 1898 increased by about 
100,0001. over that of the previous year. 
, As to quantity iron ore takes the lead. The exports 
amounted in 1898 to 287,100 tons, with an average of 52 per cent. 
of iron. Of these exports there came from :— 


| Tons. 
Seriphos 155,500 
Marathon | 110,200 
‘Island of Kimolos_ ... 1,700 
Haidari, near Athens... | 2,000 

Total | 287,100 


Of late the exploitation of iron ore deposits has also been started 
on the islands of Syra, Siphnos, Paros, Amorgos and Ios, and it is 
expected that one or the other of these isles will soon participate 
in the export trade. 

The demand for Greel: iron ore grows constantly. While in 
former years Great Britain and Germany were the principal 
markets to which Greek iron ore was exported, recently the blast 
furnace of Servola, near Trieste (Austria), has become a good 
customer. In 1898 no less than 40,000 tons were shipped to 
Servola, and as these works are about to increase their capacity 
largely, they will doubtless continue to remain leading customers 
of Greek ore, at least as long as the importation of ore from Bosnia 
is hampered by the enormously high cost of transportation. 

Since 1898 the market price of zinc has been steadily increasing, 
and this has had the most beneficial influence upon the production 
of calamine in Laurium. In 1894 the production had fallen to its 
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lowest level of 19,800 tons, but in 1898 it rose again to 36,650 
tons, an increase of 8,000 tons over 1897. As the cause of this 
high price is by no means of a passing nature, it may be supposed 
that the export figures will soon again reach those of the eighties, at 
least as far as the quantity is concerned (50,000 tons.) On the other 
hand, the high percentage (60) of zinc in calcined calamine is 
hardly likely to occur again ; at present it amounts to a trifle over 
40 per cent. Of the total output of 30,906 tons, 250 tons came 
from Antiparos, where a small plant is worked. 

It has also been found that on the island of Syphnos there are 
some deposits of calamine, which could be worked with a certain 
profit if it would be possible to utilize the zinc bearing iron ore, 
which occurs in the same veins. 

It may be said that, generally speaking, manganese ore deposits 
occur in many districts of Greece, especially in certain beds of the 
extensive tertiary formation in Attica, Boeotia, Eubcea, and in the 
Peloponnesus ; but, as a rule, they are so poor and siliceous that 
up to the present time their working has met with no success. 
Only on the island of Milos manganese ore is extracted from 
tertiary volcanic tuffas. By a simple washing process the ore is 
separated from the tuffa and quartz and a saleable product is 
obtained, which, however, is-not of an excellent quality. An: 
English-Belgian enterprise has for some time been exploiting 
manganese deposits on the island of Andros, but so far without 
any remarkable success. 

Turning to the state of engineering in Greece, it may be said 
that there are now nine engineering works at the Pirzeus, capable 
of making engines of 1,000 horse-power, large castings, and all 
other kinds of machinery. The first engineering works at the 
Pireeus were started in 1862, since which time this industry has 
made great progress, and the works are now able to undertake a 
higher class of production than formerly. 

The shipbuilding yards, although only started about ten years 
ago, have built over 100 steam vessels, varying from 20 to 600 
registered tons, and undertake all kinds of extensive repairs, 
which are executed in a thoroughly satisfactory manner. 

Most prominent among the great engineering works are the 
establishments of the Basiliades Company, especially engaged in 
the manufacture of vessels and steam engines. This company 
have built a large number of small trading steamers for the Balkan 
States. Last year they turned out the first locomotive ever built 
on the Balkan Peninsula, and as the engine gave the fullest 
satisfaction the Basiliades Company are now about to enlarge their 
works for the special purpose of starting locomotive building. 

The Vulcan Engine Works, also at the Piraeus, have been very 
busy during the last few years. 

The Peloponnesus Railway Company and the Athens-Pireeus 
Railway Company also have their repair shops at the Pireeus. 
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XIV.—DEPOSITS OF NATURAL COKE IN MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of an extract from the “‘ San Francisco Bulletin” of September 
27th last, containing an abstract from a paper read before a meet- 
ing of the American Institute of Mining Engineers, in conference 
at San Francisco, on the Natural Coke Deposits of Sonora, Mexico. 

“ During explorations made for the Southern Pacific Company 
in the early part of this year, deposits of natural coke, of such extent 
and excellent quality as to be worthy of record, were found in the 
Santa Clara coal-field. This coal-field lies in the neighbourhood of 
La Barranca, a small town 95 miles north-east of Ortiz, on the 
Sonora Railway. The coal beds are exposed in the drainage basin 
of Calera Creek, which empties into the Yaqui River opposite 
Toniche, and the old mining town of Tarahumari is nearly in the 
centre of the field. 

“ Without going into a detailed geological description it will be 
sufficient to say that the entire area is underlain by rocks of 
Triassic age, much disturbed in places, and cut through and covered 
by eruptive rocks of various kinds and ages. The coal beds occur 
in a series of interbedded sands and — in the upper half of the 
sedimentary Triassic rocks. . 

“Tn our search for coal out-crops ¢ on Calera creek we came across 
a fragment of coke, and tracing it up finally found a small bed of 
impure coke at the mouth of the El Tren, one of the principal 
tributaries of that stream. A few days later, one of the prospect- 
slopes, driven on a supposed outcrop, opened out into a body of 
three feet of good coke, underlain by two feet of anthracite. 

“Later still, as we were prospecting a creek somewhat over a 
half-mile west of the last, we found a place where the gophers had 
brought out some coal dust and put men to work on it. Within 
ten feet it opened into a good body of coke, which at thirty feet 
depth was eight feet thick, and at 130 feet depth was over ten 
feet thick. 

“ Besides these two principal openings, which we subsequently 
proved to be in the same bed, we have since located several other 
deposits, with thickness of from 2 to 4 feet. It is possible that the 
coke is not entirely due to the effect of igneous rock. One bed of 
coke has, so far as we have found, no igneous rock near it; and 
again, at one locality, there are small pockets of coke in a 4-foot 
seam of anthracite, and, so far, we have not found any intrusive 
rock in the immediate vicinity. These pockets are about the centre 
of the seam, and are small; but the coke is of good quality. 
Corresponding in a way to the occurrence of the coke in the 
anthracite, we find for the first 50 or 60 feet in the Gopher slope 
a little anthracite in pockets at the base of the coke. 

“The occurrence of coal and coke in the same bed, but in separate 
benches is also noticeable. This is found in three separate 
localities and in different beds. In two cases the coke forms the 
upper bench and in the other the coal is on top. In the first 
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opening mentioned above, the two benches are separated by a clay 
parting 3 inches thick. In the other two I did not find any 

“Where the coal is crushed a little graphite is found along the 
lines of fracture. I have not found it elsewhere in the beds. Some 
of the anthracite of the region also has a little graphite in similar 
relation ; and there are several localities where the entire bed is 
altered to graphite. he occurrence in the coke seam is interesting, 
however, as it shows that in the cumulative transformation from 
vegetable fibre to graphite, the passage may be either through 
anthracite or through natural coke. 

“The coke is dark-grey in colour, of even texture, with small 
pores (denser than most oven coke), and very firm. It breaks 
with very even fracture, but has in places the columnar structure 
of oven coke well developed. 

“Tt is an excellent fuel, burning without any sparking or 
deflagration. It is little orno harder to ignite than the anthracite, 
and burns well in an open fire, in the blacksmith forge, and in the 
assay furnace. The ash is white. 

“The value of these coke beds is largely due to the fact that 
the intrusives are so regularly interbedded, running for long 
distances in the same bed of coal slates. This gives promise of a 
far greater supply of coke than could be hoped for under other 
conditions, and gives to the deposit, in this region, where there is 
no cooking coal of any kind, a decided commercial importance.” 
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XV.—THE COAL TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA. 


One of the most remarkable features in the history of Indian 
trade in recent years has been the rapid increase in coal produc- 
tion and export. The official figures for 1898 show 174 coal 
mines in operation, of which 158 were situated in Bengal.% The 
total output for all India rose from 1,388,487 tons in 1886 to 
4,604,980 tons in 1898. The industry gives employment to some 
63,000 persons, and the capital invested in it by joint stock com- 
panies amounts to something like one million sterling; while 
there is also a large, though unknown, investment of capital by 
private mine owners and by the State. The imports of coal, coke, 
and patent fuel in 1898-99 amounted to 359,010 tons, valued at 
Rx. 697,882, the average value being Rs. 19-44 per ton, more than 
six times the value of Indian coal. There are now about 12? tons 
of India coal produced for every ton imported, and the proportion 
of Indian coal grows larger every year. 

The “ Pioneer Mai!” in an interesting article on the export of 
Indian coal and the best means of assisting what is rapidly 
becoming an important branch of the export trade of India, states 
that 5 years ago, Bengal, where about four-fifths of the Indian 
coal is mined, exported by sea to other provinces—Bombay, 
Madras and Burmah—about 180,000 tons, and to foreign countries 
—Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, Mauritius, Aden, and else- 
where—about 55,000 tons ; whereas the corresponding figures last 
year had risen to about 957,000 tons and 327,000 tons. 

One result of this remarkable development has been a heavy tax 
upon the waggon resources of the East Indian Railway Company, 
which has not yet been satisfactorily met. In their last report the 
Indian Mining Association wrote that “the waggon supply was still 
insufficient for the trade, and the scarcity is now being acutely 
felt.” For its total traffic both in minerals and merchandise the 
East Indian Railway Company has, or had at the beginning of this 
year, about 10,000 waggons; at the most not more than 4,000 
waggons can ever be allotted to the coal trade, and when the traffic 
in wheat and seeds is at its height not more than 3,000, and this to 
carry some 4 or 5 million tons of coal over the line in a year, the 
average run in India moreover (180 miles) being much longer than 
that in England, where the average run for exported coal is 30 
miles or under. 

This carrying capacity in India is considerably more than in 
England, but against this has to be set the much longer average 
run. If the Indian line were as well provided as the English for 
the work it has to do, its rolling stock would have to be more than 
doubled. This, then, is one of the obstacles to the development of 
the coal trade to which attention must be given in the near 
future. 

Much remains to be done in India also in regard to siding ac- 
commodation for storing loaded waggons, and in respect of facilities 
for shipment. In England coal is unloaded direct from the waggon 
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to the steamer, and there is no intermediate stacking as in India ; 
so that in the former case siding accommodation has to be pro- 
vided on a very liberal scale; but even in India the Kidderpore 
Docks have frequently been unable to receive all the trains offering 
from the Eastern Bengal Railway at the Dock junction ; the con- 
sequence being that the line has at times been blocked back as far 
as Hooghly, 30 miles off on the Eastern Bengal Railway, and there- 
arter on the East Indian. Even if the Indian method of dumping 
the coal on the ground before shipment is continued it will thus be 
necessary either for the Eastern Bengal Railway or the Docks to 
put in siding accommodation at the nearest point to the coal ship- 
ment berths where it can be obtained. . 

But it is the method of shipment above all things which requires 
adaptation to the immensely extended dimensions of the export coal 
trade. When the trade first sprang up the practice was only 
slightly more primitive than it is now ; coal being carried down to 
Howrah by the East Indian Railway loaded into boats taken off to 
the steamer in mid-stream, and there put on board. If 200 tons 
were put on board in the 24 hours it was considered a good day’s work. 
The coal steamers are now berthed in the Kidderpore Docks, and 
lines of rail have been laid to the wharves, some of the coal being 
carried direct from the wagon in baskets on board the steamer, but 
partly because of the scarcity of waggons and partly also because 
the siding accommodation for the storage of laden trucks is so 
limited, the cargo is first discharged on the ground to be picked up 
afterwards by coolies and taken aboard. The coolie load is one 
maund and the distance to be carried is from 100 ft. to 100 yards. 
Thus a steamer of 5,000 tons would require 136,000 basket loads, 
and supposing that 150 coolies carry 130 loads each a day it will 
still take a full week of 7 working days to get the cargo completed. 
With the system in use at the docks at Barry or Cardiff, by which 
the coal is shot direct from the railway waggon into the steamer, the 
full day’s work of the 150 coolies would be done by half a dozen 
men working a couple of hours. 
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XVI.—THE MINING INDUSTRY OF RHODESIA. 


At the third annual general meeting of the Rhodesia Chamber 
of Mines in Bulawayo over a year ago the president, Dr. Sauer, 
said that, while he was unable to give statistics of all the mines, 
the work done on four of the principal mines amounted to 
20,350 ft. of sinking and driving, 155,000 tons of ore in sight, 
and 120 stamps under erection or in transit. He further expressed 
the hope that in another year he would be able to announce an 
output which, up to that time, had been impossible, owing to war, 
want of railway communication, and many other causes. 

The “ Natal Mercury ” of 25th August last states that, at the 
fourth annual general meeting of the Chamber recently, Dr. Sauer 
was able to fulfil his promise. Regular monthly returns were 
started in September of last year, and since that date, up to the 
end of June last, 100,506 tons of ore have been treated, yielding 
54,291 oz. of gold, worth 192,679/. As compared with the Rand 
mines this is of course very unimportant, but the total output has 
come from a very few mines. The Geelong produced 11,370 oz. 
of the total, the Dunraven and Bonsor mines 21,377 oz. between 
them, and the Selukwe 12,744 oz. ‘The majority of the mines 
have not yet reached the producing stage, but those that have are 
giving results that are regarded as highly favourable. The 
average return from the mill only is 11°63 dwt., equal to 2/. 2s. 5d. 
per ton, as against 6°51 dwt. of the value of 1/. 7s. 3d. on the 

nd. 

The tailings are not yet treated, as the necessary plant has not 
been put up by any of the companies, but they are too valuable 
not to be dealt with sooner or later. On the Rand one-third of 
the output is obtained from the treatment of the tailings by 
supplementary processes, and on this basis Rhodesia’s gross return 
of gold should be 17:4 dwt. per ton, instead of 11°63 dwt. from the 
mill alone. These facts show that the ore is high grade, and the 
excellent quality of the bullion coming from the mines is shown 
by the fact that it realised 76s. per oz. 

Notwithstanding the great distance of the mines from the sea- 
board, the working costs, including 3s. per ton for redemption, are 
only 11. 2s, 9d. per ton milled. As the output from the mill alone 
is equal to 2/. 2s. 5d. per ton, it will be seen that there is a good 
profit on the working. An instructive point is that dynamite at 
Bulawayo only costs 48s. 3d. and gelatine 63s. 6d., as compared 
with 75s. for dynamite and 97s, 6d. for gelatine on the Rand. 

On the whole, the report Dr. Sauer was able to lay before the 
Chamber of Mines was distinctly encouraging, as showing that 
there is not only gold in Rhodesia, but that the mineral 
resources of the country are being developed on sound lines. 
Progress cannot, however, be very rapid until further railway 
extension takes place along the main gold belt, but that extension 
is now going on, and when completed, Rhodesia will probably 
show up better than it has hitherto done as a gold-bearing 
country. 
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XVII.—PATENT MEDICINES IN PORTUGAL. 

The United States Minister at Lisbon in a recent report 
gives the revised regulations for granting licences in Portugal 
tor the sale of medicines of secret composition. 

The following are the regulations in question :— 

Article [—Any person desiring a licence for the sale of a patent 
medicine must apply either in person or through the medium of 
an attorney to the Minister of the Interior, giving a circumstantial 
statement of the effect and utility of the medicine, together with a 
sample of the same, accompanied by the formula for its preparation, 
signed and sealed by the applicant or his attorney, and by an 
acknowledgment of the deposit of 75 milreis (17/. 1s.) in the 
public treasury. 

Article IJ.—These requirements having been complied with, a 
member of the consulting board of health shall be appointed to 
inspect and test the aforesaid medicine, and the formula for its 
preparation. 

Article III—The inspector shall, as early as possible, request 
the attendance of the applicant or his attorney on the day, hour, 
and place of examination. The operation of testing shall be con- 
ducted in such a manner as to preserve the secrecy of the formula. 

Article IV.—The inventor or his attorney shall provide all 
ingredients, apparatus, or utensils necessary for compounding the 
medicine. The operation may be extended beyond one session 
should any unavoidable impediment arise, or if the age or nature 
of the preparation so demand, in which event all articles connected 
with the examination shall be sealed with the private seal of the 
acting member of the Board of Health. If the impression of the 
seal shall not be found intact on the day of the second session, all 
operations previously begun shall be declared null, and the 
examination shall be recommenced. 

Article V.—The ‘preparation obtained shall be placed in an 
appropriate receptacle, the mouth of which shall be secured by 
wax, signed and sealed by the inspector; also by the inventor or 
his attorney. Said receptacle shall be sent to the Minister of the 
Interior, with the formula of preparation and a confidential note 
declaring the circumstances of the examination. 

Article V[.—The formula and preparation shall be confidentially 
submitted to the Consulting Board of Public Health, of which, the 
inspector is a member. This Board is empowered to grant the 
licence, decide upon the selling price, manner of administration, 
and the doses, all of which it shall be obligatory to state upon the 
label of the bottle; after which, the formula, properly sealed, 
together with the decision of the Consulting Board, will be filed 
in the archives of State and classified as an application for licence. 

Article VII—The granting of a licence shall be published in 
the official journal and the price in the official tariff of prices of 
medicines. 

(a) Licences shall be personal and of limited duration. They 
may be renewed at the option of the Board of Health. 
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(b) The minimum term for which a licence may be granted 
shall be five years. The formula of the medicine shall be published 
in the official journal fifteen years after the grant. 

(c) Licence for the unexpired term of a patent medicine will 
be given to the heirs or executors, provided they prove their 
acquaintance with the formula and their ability to execute the 
same. 

(d) Licensed medicines must be kept up to the original standard 
of purity. For the purpose of ascertaining whether there is any 
adulteration the inspector shall have possession of the formula 
filed in the archives, together with the portion of medicine 
necessary for testing. Should any adulteration be proved, the 
licence shall be declared null and void. All medicine of the same 
denomination shall be seized without relieving those guilty of the 
adulterations, whether vendors or others, from their criminal 
responsibility. 

Article VIIT.—The amount of the deposit, pursuant to Article L., 
and likewise the secret formula, shall be returned to the applicant 
when a licence is refused. 

Article [X.—The stipulations laid down in the preceding articles 
are applicable to the importers of those patent medicines which have 
not yet been included in the list of medicines as dutiable, with this 
difference, that the licence shall not be personal, but granted for 
the medicine. 

Article X.—Patent medicines, which have obtained the approval 
of various foreign academies of medicine, authenticated by the 
Portuguese Chargés d’ Affaires in the different countries, may, with 
the approval of the Board of Health, be admitted into the Kingdom 
by complying with the formalities of Article I. 

Article XI.—Infractions of these regulations shall be punished 
as acts of disobedience, when they are not liable to other penalties 
according to general laws. Proprietors of establishments where the 
medicine is offered for sale and persons selling it shall always be 
held responsible for the violation of the final clause of Article VII. 

Article XII—-On a petition from the parties concerned, the 
respective provisions may be applied to the requisitions for licences 
pending at the date of this resolution, without its being necessary 
to increase the deposit made pursuant to the decree of April 13th, 
18953. 

Article XIIT.—-The regulation of April 13th, 1893, is amended 
and superseded. 
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XVIII.—QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN BRAZIL. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce copy of a memorial addressed by that 
body to H.M. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
of the quarantine regulations in Brazil. 

It appears from the above document that representations on this 
subject were first made as long ago as September, 1892, when the 
shipping firms of Liverpool engaged in trade with Brazil, com- 
plained of the following harassing and most unreasonable quarantine 
regulations published by the Brazilian Government, viz.: “That 
ships leaving the United Kingdom after 19th August of that year 
for any Brazilian port, must proceed to Ilha Grande to perform 
quarantine, until such time as the quarantine regulations of Brazil 
might be suspended.” I]ha Grande is situated seventy miles south- 
west of Rio de Janeiro, and for vessels proceeding to the northern 
or middle ports of Brazil, it is a most unreasonable quarantine 
station, voyages of 1,500 to 4,800 miles along the coast of 
Brazil having to be performed before the discharge of passengers 
and goods in Brazil, in times of epidemic, can be effected. 

On the representation of these facts by the Ministers of the United 
Kingdom, France and the United States, the Brazilian Government 
in 1892 first announced their intention of establishing quarantine 
stations in three of the Northern States of Brazil. 

In January, 1893, it was announced that Ilha de Hechos had 
been selected as the quarantine station for Para, Fernando Noronha 
for Pernambuco, and Morro de San Paulo for Bahia, but in the 
summer of 1893 the project of making Fernando Noronha a station 
was abandoned, owing in part to there being a penal settlement on 
that island. 

In May, 1894, the inconvenience continued unabated, the owners 
of the s.s. “ Brandenburg ” complaining that their vessel had been 
ordered to proceed from Maranham to Ilha Grande, a voyage, 
going and returning, of 4,000 miles, to perform quarantine. 

In the summer of 1895, a Sanitary Conference was summoned 
by the Brazilian Minister for Foreign and Interior Affairs, which 
was attended by representatives of other Powers. As a result of 
this Conference, instructions were issued by the Brazilian 
Government on the following points, amongst others :— 

(a) To order the establishment of a provisional quarantine 
station at Tamandaré, near Pernambuco, by Ist October, 1895. 

(b) To ascertain from the Governor of Para, the expenditure 
necessary to establish a quarantine station in that State. 

(c) To ensure the immediate presentation of the plans for the 
construction of the projected lazaretto on the Island of Tinharé, 
near Bahia. 

(d) To transform the existing isolation hospital at Rio Grande 
do Sul into a small quarantine station. 

The British Minister reported simultaneously that plans for the 
construction of an extensive permanent quarantine station at 
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Tamandaré had been submitted to him, and that the Brazilian 
Minister had stated that funds for all the improvements in the 
quarantine system of Brazil were at the disposal of his Govern- 
ment, 

The Liverpool firms trading with Brazil expressed themselves as 
fairly satisfied with this action, but recommended that even more 
stations than those mentioned should be asked for. 

In March, 1896, the sanitary reforms promised by Brazil had 
made little, if any progress ; no isolated hospital for the treatment 
of infectious diseases at Rio de Janeiro had been provided ; neither 
the proposed station at Tinharé, near Bahia, nor that at Para, had 
been begun ; and the station at Tamandaré, which had been 
promised to be ready for use in October, 1895, was still unfinished. 
Early in 1897 it was believed that Tamandaré was ready to be used 
for the purposes of quarantine. However, between 1897 and August 
last, the health conditions in countries trading with Brazil were so far 
satisfactory that the performance of quarantine at Brazilian ports 
was unnecessary; but a short time ago the s.s. “Scholar” on 
arriving at Pernambuco from Oporto, was compelled to go to Ilha 

Grande as before. 

Since then information has been received that a quarantine 
station is being established at Para for Northern Brazil. 

The establishment of such a station at Para, however, does not 
meet the requirements of the steamship companies trading with 
Pernambuco and the middle ports, and the memorial of the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce concludes by urging that arrange- 
ments may be made adjacent to each chief port of Brazil, for the 
performance of quarantine in its vicinity, and especially that as 
a station is promised at Para for North Brazil, and as one already 
exists at Ilha Grande for ports of Southern Brazil, the utmost 
effort will now be made to get Tamandavé proclaimed a quarantine 
station for Pernambuco and Maceio, seeing that the requisite 
buildings have already been erected there, and that apparently 
the only deficiency at the station is the medical staff necessary to 
superintend the operations of quarantine. 


ug 
q 
a 
4 
| 


Nov. 1899.] THE CURRENCY OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 571 


XIX.—THE CURRENCY OF THE PHILIPPINE 
ISLANDS. 


The following report on the history and condition of the cur- 
rency of the Philippine Islands has been received at the Foreign 
Office from the British Vice-Consul at Manila :—- 

Gold.—The currency of the Philippine Islands was originally 
gold, Spanish “ onzas” of Charles III. and Ferdinand VII. pre- 
dominating. 

Small gold coins, with “ Filipinas” inscribed on them, of 1 dol., 
2 dol., and 4 dol., were locally minted at Manila, and were not 
current in Spain. 

The Manila mint was opened to the public until 1868 for the 
coining of the above three pieces at a small charge. Coined gold 
(principally 20 dol. American eagles) was recoined. Very few 
ingots, if any, were used for this purpose, the operation leaving a 
clear profit of 18 to 20 per cent. This practice ceased when 
exchange declined heavily and left no profit. 

Silver.—Mexican and old Spanish dollars, with fractions of the 
latter, constituted the silver currency. 

These Spanish coins, which comprised the now rare ‘“ Dos 
Mundos” set and specimens of Ysabel II., together with the im- 
ported Mexicans, were frequently at a premium over the gold 
dollar, similar conditions also existing in the Island of Cuba. 

When, however, silver began to depreciate, the gold coin was 
rapidly exported and replaced by Mexican dollars. 

In 1877 the gold currency was considered a failure owing to the 
above reasons. 

About this time a law was passed by the Spanish Government 
prohibiting the importation of Mexican dollars, but permitting the 
circulation of those that were already in the islands. 

Smuggling from China of Mexican dollars (dated previous to 
1878) was carried out during the Spanish regime, in many instances 
with the aid and knowledge of the Spanish Customs and other 
officials. Gold consequently left the Islands completely. 

The dollars fluctuated according to the price of silver, as the 
fluctuation reached sometimes 10 to 15 per cent.; the smuggled 
importation continued until it would drop to “par.” For instance, 
during the export season when money was scarce, Manila rates 
would rule as high as 10 to 15 per cent. over those in Hong Kong 
and China, whence the dollars were smuggled, which attracted 
contraband, while in the autumn the exchange would fall to “ par” 
on those places, there being frequently an export of Mexicans at 
this season, to be again replaced by smuggled coins when required. 

The Government at Madrid, it is said, endeavoured to alleviate 
this state of affairs, especially as there was a big depreciation of 
Philippine as compared with Spanish silver, but could. not act for 
the want of funds. 

Several millions of Mexican dollars were recoined in Manila and 
converted into pieces of 10, 20, and 50 cents—835 fineness and 
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25 grammes; the Treasury gained 10 per cent. on this operation, 
but was unable to materially decrease the large stock of Mexicans. 

These locally minted pieces differed from the Spanish inasmuch 
as the value was stated in the fractions of a “ peso,” thus the 20 
cent. piece was inscribed ‘‘20 cent. de peso,” while of those in 
Spain the value inscription read “ una peseta.” 

In 1897 the monetary question became serious, and at the com- 
mencement of the Philippine insurrection some six millions of 
coins of 1 dollar each, 900 fine, 45 grammes, were minted in Spain 
and sent to the Philippines. They were similar to the Spanish 
current dollars, but were marked “Islas Filipinas,” and bore the 
head of Alfonso XIII. 

These dollars were 8 per cent. under the value of the Mexicans. 

Some seven or eight millions may be considered as a fair 
estimate of the number of Mexicans circulating in the Philippines 
at this period. 

Besides this, in 1896, a large quantity of half dollars was 
exported for use in Morocco—presumably to pay part of that 
country’s indemnity to Spain, until legislation put an end to the 
business. 

On arrival of the Americans a large amount of United States 
gold was brought by the military. Some difficulty was experienced 
at the beginning, as the natives and Chinamen did not know the 
values. 

The exchange of United States gold or silver to Philippine or 
Mexican silver is commonly accepted at 1 dol. United States for 
2 dols. Mexican or Philippine; but the exchange varies at the 
banks and large commercial houses according to the value of the 
Mexican dollar in London and San Francisco. 

Mexican dollars, irrespective of dates, have been recently 
imported through the banks in large quantities. 

There is a shortage of subsidiary coinege, no fraction of the 
Mexican silver dollar having ever been in circulation. 

Notes.—Notes of 5 dols., 10 dols , 25 dols., 50 dols. and 100 dols., 
and it is believed some few of 200 dols., were issued by the Banco 
Espanol Filipino, and are still current. The notes of 200 dols. are 
now being recalled. 

This question of notes is problematical. The American 
authorities may recognise the privileges granted by the Spanish 
Government to this bank, 21 years of which are still unexpired. 

Copper.—In the reigns of the later Philips and Ferdinands, 
special coins of two, one, and a half cuartos were minted, probably 
in Spain, for the use in the ‘ Ultramares” (principally in the 
Philippines). They are now extremely rare, and are not found in 
circulation. 

The copper coins which were current in Spain and issued by 
Charles IIL, Philip V., Ferdinands VI. and VII., and Ysabel IL., 
were imported into the Is!ands. They consisted of the following 
values: 2 cuartos, 1 cuarto, 4 cuarto or “octavo,” and the 
*“maravedi” (4 cuarto). 
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The three latter denominations were little used, the Chinese 
retail vendors (“Sari-Sari”) giving a counter or token, locally 
called ‘“ picha,” of turned wood with a bone centre, bearing a 
Chinese inscription, which was accepted in lieu of a cuarto. 

In Spain the “ peso,” or dollar, was divided into 20 “ reales” of 
8 cuartos each, while in the Philippines 8 “reales” of 20 cuartos 
composed the dollar. 

The pieces of “two cuartos,” on account of their circulation, 
both in Spain, and after in.the Philippines, became almost illegible, 
and in some cases appeared to be only round pieces of copper. 

Most of these coins have now been exported to Spain or China 
to be used as old copper. 

A short time before the late war, five lacs of dollars in copper 
coins (two values, 1 cent, and 4 cent of a peso) similar to the 
ones now current in Spain, belonging to the Provisional Govern- 
ment and Alfonso XII., were imported. Most of this shipment has 
gone inland, a small amount remaining in the Treasury. 

Small quantities have also found their way back to Spain; as 
these coins are still current there, they afford the only means of 
taking money to the Peninsula without losing on the exchange. 

Some United States bronze cents,-valued at two cents local are 
to be seen. Owing to the lack of copper coinage, cents from 
Hongkong, Straits Settlements, and adjoining British possessions 
are also to be met with. - 
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XX.—IMPORTS OF GUNPOWDER AND OTHER EXPLO- 


SIVES INTO BRITISH POSSESSIONS, &c. 


The following statement showing the quantities and values of 
as and other explosives imported into the undermentioned 
r 


itish Possessions in the year 1898, has been 


repared by the 


Commercial Department of the Board of Trade from official 


statistics :— 


Possessions. Explosives. Quantities. Value. 
; £ 
Straits Settlements*} Dynamite... Cases 3,853 13,458 
Gunpowder ove .» pikulst 539 2,229 
Rx. 
Indiat Gunpowder, common lbs. 181,275 6,442 
Dynamite and all other 
explosives cwts. 11,428 |127,127 
£ 
New South Wales...) Powder (blasting) Ibs. 951,775 20,029 
Fuse «packages 1,405 10,855 
he a & lithofracteur Ibs, 1,009,296 74,372 
Other explosives ... --- packages} 424 4,275 
Victoria... Detonators 402 4,779 
Dynamite... ao 28,851 2,493 
Fuse Coils 78,222 2,121 
Gelatine (blasting) ese 108. 129,850 12,187 
Gelatine, dynamite and 
gelignite os 767,410 59,103 
Gun cotton ” 250 15 
Powder (blasting) common ” 334,000 5,437 
South Australia (in-| Detonators 1,498 
cluding Northern} Fuse 2'631 
territory) Blasting gelatine Ibs. 99,000 10,345 
Dynamite... 78,000 6,700]| 
Gelatine, dynamite and 
gelignite en 214,000 17,274 
Powder (blasting) x 308,225 7,279 
Western Australia...| Blasting 11,032 
Detonators — 2,803 
Dynamite... 4,360 
Dynamite gelatine 18,253 
Fuse — 6,992 
Gelignite ... 33,184 
Powder (blasting) 3,736 
Rackarock wos 2,282 
New Zealand ..| Detonators for winged No. 1,571,990 3,108 
Dynamite Ibs. 139,100 11,277 
Fuse Coils 158,726 4,818 
Powder (blasting) lbs. 334,000 7,506 
Other explosives ... ove 250,950 19,040 
British Columbia Gun, rifle, and eens 
ear ended 30th wder 5,927 404 
1898 ...| Blasting and mining pow- 
por 200 6 
Giant powder, nitro and 
other explosives ° 10,560 334 


” 


* Exclusive of the trade between the Settlements. 


Pikul = 1333 lbs. 
i Imports on 


Including 7771., the quantity for which is not stated. 


ivate account only, and for the 12 months ended 31st March, 1899. 
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Possessions. Explosives, Quantities, Value. 
ueensland Cartridges, sporting an 
hosting .. packages 912 5,995 
Detonators ae ceo 211 2,379 
Dynamite... Ibs. 149,050 9,822 
Dynamite (Gelatine) ” 95,000 7,030 
Fuse eee eae ... packages 814 6,355 
Gelignite ... 417,745 31,881 
Rackarock 20,612 1,505 
Roburite ... 250 15 
Powder, blasting ... i. 55,470 1,319 
Other explosives ... * 27,500 2,175 
Cape of Good Hope | Gunpowder, including powder 
contained in cartridges - 115,447 9,765 
Dynamite and _ blasting 
compound and powder ” 2,509,060 115,939 
Detonators and fuse id 26,196 
Guncotton ... ose ” 668,341 59,018 


XXIL—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Government of 
Newfoundland copy of resolutions containing alterations in the 
Revenue Act, according to which duties on certain goods imported 


into Newfoundland are now levied as follows : 


Articles. 


Duty. 


Pigs and lambs under three months of age 

Chicory, raw or green ove 

Chicory, kiln dried, roasted or ground see 

Jelly powders, jelly raat calves’ feet jelly and such 
like preparations (N.E.S.) eve 

Pigs’ heads, hocks, feet and ribs ... sea 

Barley when imported for seed or for brewing ‘purposes 

Rhubarb 

Aerated waters of all descriptions and ‘non-alcoholic 
drinks (N.E.S.) not to include natural mineral waters 

Confectionery of all kinds, including sugar candy, 
sweetened gums (excepting — known as chewing 
gums) and pop corn eee eee eee 

Chewing gums of all kinds... 

Spirits and strong waters of any kind mixed with any 
ingredient or ingredients not being known or de- 
signated as anodynes, eiixirs, essences, extracts, 
lotions, tinctures, or medicines, or medical wines (so- 
and etherial and fruit essence 

Eiderdown quilts 


each 
per Ib. 


” 


. ad valorem 


per barrel 
ad valorem 
” 


” 


per 100 lbs. 


« ad valorem 


$e. 

0 50 
0 02 
0 03 

30 per cent. 
1 00 


10 per cent. 
30 


” 


6 00 
35 per cent, 


30 per cent. 
35 


” 
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Articles. Duty. 
Brick, fire ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Silver beadings 33 
Damask of linen, stair linen, ‘diaper, sheets and sheeting, 
quilts, towels, and towelling, and like articles of linen 
and cotton, or of linen and cotton combined, made 
Gloves and mitts E.S. 
Gloves and mitts of calf, kid or “fur, and imitations 
thereof, including gloves known as suede and tan 
gloves soe ” 35 ” 
Hair, spring and other mattresses, hair bolsters and 
pillows, including furniture ial and carpet 
Axe handles ... 2 
Lumber, under one inch" in thickness, “not "grooved, 
tongued or planed... bee per M 3 00 
Lumber, viz. :—Oak, pitch ine, elm, green heart, beech, 
wych hazel, and ironwood (N.E.S 5) 1 09 
Mariners’ compasses and cards for same . ad valorem | 20 per cent 
Nails, wrought, when hand made, and brads used by 
broom makers for fastening wire ms a 
Ready made clothing, composed wholly ‘or in "part of 
wool, worsted, the hair of the Alapaca goat or other ~ 
like animals (N.E.8.), linen, silk, cotton, velvet or 
velveteen, or mixtures thereof ... 
Ready made clothing, composed —e of feanvas, mole- 
skin or corduroy ... 
Collars and cuffs, scarfs and ties (N. E.S 40, 
Sewing and embroidery silk, silk twist, cotton, sewin: 
thread, crochet cotton, knitting cotton, and all other 
cotton "and linen thread .. ” 
Soda Caustic, potash and lye 50, 
Catalogues and price lists (N.E. s.) 
Christmas, new year, Easter, birthday and all ‘similar 
cards 
Excelsior and other materials for making mattresses or 
stuffing furniture ... 4 
Blocks, for ships, and block sheaves ES.) 40 » 
Blocks, for ships, and block sheaves of galvanized iron.. . 50 (y 
Brin, known as “bread bog brin,” when imported b 
local manufacturers of bread, rope or nails in whic 
to enclose their msnufactures ... ee 
ei of hemp, cotton or flax, known as sail ‘and tar- 
canvas, not including cotton drill 
Cotton fabrics, white or grey, bleached or unbleached, 
Leather, rough, split, undressed, when " imported by 
tanners for further dressing ... = 
Tar and tar mixtures, in cans, for roofing purposes, 
roofing pitch, asphalt and eeedarag and like pre- 
parations ... ane » 
Machines for carding wool ‘and spinning wheels ose 
Mowers, self-binders, reapers, sulky and walking ploughs, 
harrows, horse rakes. grain and seed drills, stumpihg 
machines, thrashers and separators, hay and feed . 
1 


cutters, bone crushers and air motors ... ioe sve 
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Articles. Duty. 


Patent and proprietary preparations, tinctures, pills, 
powders, troches, lozenges, syrups, cordials, bitters, 
anodynes, tonics, plasters, liniments, salves, ointments, 
pastes, drops, waters, essences, and oils (N.H.8.)  .... ad valorem | 30 per cent. 

All medicinal preparations containing over 30 per cent. 


of alcohol ... ose ode 50- , 
Oysters or clams in the shell one 
Coals, when imported or brought into the port of St. ; 

John’s, Harbour Grace, or Carbonear ... am en r ton 
Wire fencing... eee see ad valorem | 19 percent. 


The following articles are exempted from import duty, viz. :— 

Animals, imported by agricultural societies or by private persons 
under the approval of the Governor in Council, for the improve- 
ment of stock, and Sable Island ponies. 

Articles, imported for religious purposes, and used in the worship 
of the denominations requiring the same, and bells, musical 
instruments, stained glass windows, statuary, paintings, carpets, 
chandeliers, lamps and fancy hardwood for interior finishing, when 
imported solely for use in churches or chapels. 

Requisites for kindergarten schools. 

Catalogues and price lists of persons, firms, or companies 
domiciled elsewhere, and not personally doing business in New- 
foundland. 

Coin and bullion and medals when imported by schools or 
associations to be distributed as prizes. 

Dynamite, detonators, blasting powder, and fuse. 

Equipments, accoutrement and musical instruments for boys’ 
brigades and Salvation Army. 

Kggs of fish or game birds, when imported for propagation. 

Printing paper, printing presses, printing types, printers’ ink, 
and printers’ office furniture, when imported by printers for use in 
the business. 

Samples of no commercial value. 

Sand and fire clay. 

Photo engraving machinery, viz. :—router, bevelling and squaring 
machines, screen holders, cross lines, screens, chemicals for use in 
engraving, wood for blocking, engraving tools, and process plates. 

Wheat, whole, not ground or crushed. 

Hay binders. 

Lignum vite. 

Bicycles, trouting gear, firearms, and ammunition, anglers’ outfits, 
tents and implements of tourists, when in the custody of tourists, 
and under conditions made by the Minister of Finance and 
Customs to secure the export of such articles, or the payment of 
the regular rate of duty on such articles when otherwise imported, 
if the articles are sold or left in the Colony. 

In addition to the foregoing duties there shall be paid 10 per 


c 


578 NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF NEWFOUNDLAND. _ [Nov. 1899. 


cent., upon the amount payable as such duties, in respect of the 
several articles above enumerated, save and except the duties upon 
flour, molasses, and coal, upon which articles the additional 10 per 
cent. shall not be levied or collected. 

Upon all coal supplied in St. John’s to ships of war a rebate of 
50 cents per ton shall be allowed to the supplier upon the pro- 
duction to the assistant collector of the necessary evidence. 

Upon oleo-margarine, butterine, or similar substitutes for 
butter, and upon tobacco, imported into this Colony, being 
reported at the Custom House, and before being entered for 
consumption, the packages in which such article is contained 
shall be stamped or marked by a Customs Officer with the name 
of the article or with some distinguishing mark. 

The importation of any such article into consumption, before the 
package containing it is marked as aforesaid, shall be prohibited, 
and any such goods so imported shall be and become forfeited to 
to the Crown, and may be seized by a Customs Officer, and sold, 
after stamping or marking, one-half the proceeds being paid to 
the informer and seizing officer, one moiety to each, the other half 
being paid into the Consolidated Revenue. 

It shall be unlawful to manufacture oleo-margarine, butterine, 
or a similar substitute for butter, or to manufacture tobacco except 
under the license of the Minister of Finance and Customs, who 
may grant such a license, upon application, without charge to the 
applicant. 

Each factory of oleo-margarine, butterine, and similar substitutes 
for butter, or of tobacco, shall be for the purposes hereafter stated 
a bonded warehouse; the products manufactured therein being, 
for the purposes hereinafter set forth, under the control of the 
Minister of Finance and Customs, and such officers as he may 
appoint, from the time of its production in the factory until the 
packages containing it have been duly stamped or marked, and the 
excise duty paid thereon. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to take from such factory, or 
from the part or parts under the control of the officer aforesaid, any 
product of the factory not contained in packages marked or stamped 
by the excise officer with the name of the article, or with some 
other stamp or mark whereby the product of the factory may be 
distinguished, except by permission of the Minister of Finances and 
Customs. 

There shall be levied and collected upon oleo-margarine, butterine, 
or similar compounds an excise duty at and after the rate of one 
cent per pound, and upon tobacco an excise duty of 274 cents per 
pound of the product of the factory, which shall be paid in advance, 
from time to time, to the Minister of Finance and Customs, or such 
persons as he may appoint, before a permit shall be granted for 
the entry of such products into consumption; the excise duty 
so collected being from time to time paid into the consolidated 
revenue. 

For any violation of the foregoing provisions complaint may 
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be made before a Stipendiary Magistrate or two Justices of the 
Peace, and the offender upon conviction shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding five hundred dollars, or in default of the 
payment thereof to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six 
months. If the person convicted be the holder of a license, or if 
it be proven that he wag a party to the offence his license shall be 
forfeited, and he shall thenceforth be incapable of procuring a 
license. 

This resolution shall come into force on the first day of August, 
A.D. 1899, upon and after which date articles imported into bond, 
for use in the factory as part of the product, except butter, shall be 
admitted free of duty, under regulations approved by the Governor 
in Council. 

Upon the survey by an authorised surveyor of lumber, of lum- 
ber imported into this Colony, for ascertaining the quantity contained 
therein, upon which duty is to be collected, the surveyor shall furnish 
to the Custom House a certificate setting forth that he has surveyed 
a cargo of lumber imported in a certain ship, stating name and 
master, and where from, and giving particulars of such survey, the 
number of feet and the kind and description of the board, plank 
(dressed or undressed), timber, laths or shingles as may constitute 
such cargo. Such certificate of survey must be delivered to the 
proper officer of Customs twenty-four hours after the landing of 
the cargo under a penalty of twenty dollars to be collected in a. 
summary manner upon complaint before a Justice of the Peace. 

For every certificate of survey furnished by an authorised 
surveyor he shall be entitled to receive the sum of fifty cents. 
On such articles of machinery, implements or materials as are 
necessary to the initiation and installation of any manufacture or 
industry in this Colony, or in connection therewith, and used 
therein, there shall be levied and collected such less duties than 
the rate prescribed as the Governor in Council may from time to. 
time fix by Order in Council. Provided that such order may 
prescribe such conditions and regulations concerning the said 
importations as he may deem wise, and that the said conditions 
shall have as full force and effect as if herein enacted. 

These resolutions shall be held to have come into operation on. 
the 11th of July, 1899, at the hour of 9.50 a.m. 


c2 
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XXII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russa. 
Duties on iron vessels purchased abroad. 


A despatch, dated 2nd October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburg, 
reporting that customs duties payable on iron vessels purchased 
abroad may be paid in instalments, the unpaid portion of such 
duties bearing interest at the rate of 5 per cent. 

The payment of duty in instalments shall, however, be subject 
to the following conditions :— 

1. That the duty be paid in full in the course of a period not 
exceeding five years. 

2. That the instalments be paid annually in equal parts. 

3. That the vessel serve as security for the debt to the Crown in 
the shape of deferred duty, and that she be insured to an amount 
not less than the debt on it, the policies of insurance at the same 
time being lodged in the respective Custom Houses. 


Tariff Modifications. 


The Russian Department of Customs notifies that pendulums, 
dial plates, and hands of dining room and wall clocks imported 
with the clockwork of the same and in corresponding numbers, 
although not connected with the clockwork, shall be admitted 
under letter A, point 1 of section 171 of the tariff, or in accor- 
dance with observation 3 to point 1 of the above section, together 
with the clockwork,—duty 1 rouble 50 copecks per piece and 90 
copecks per piece respectively. By circular dated the 30th Septem- 
ber, No. 20,248, the above Department further notifies that as wood 
screws, admitted under point 3 of section 153 of the tariff (duty, 6 
roubles per poud) shall be recognised such as are required for 
fastening two separate parts of objects together. All other 
manufactured articles with wood screw thread shall be admitted 
under the corresponding sections of the tariff according to the 
material of which they are made. . 

A circular, dated 21st September, 3rd October, 1899, No. 19,420, 
notifies that, as paper pulps prepared by chemical process 
mentioned in point 2, letter B of section 176 of the Customs tariff, 
shall be recognised not only that of wood, but also those of all 
other substances, including those of straw and other fibrous matter 
worked by means of chemical reagents. 


REGULATIONS FOR THE IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN MEDICINES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a translation of the rules for the importation of foreign 
medicines into Russia, as follows :— 

Permission for the importation of foreign medicines is granted 
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by the Medical Council in accordance with the following rules 
confirmed by the Minister of the Interior in agreement with the 
Minister of Finances— 

1. The Medical Council proceeds to the examination of medicines 
proposed to be imported only when a detailed description of their 
component parts shall be supplied. 

2. Foreign compound medicines may be imported if, in ac- 
cordance with Section 355 of the Medical Code, edition 1892, they 
do not contain in their constitution any injurious or poisonous 
substances liable to such rapid deterioration that the medicine in 
a majority of cases would reach the consumer in a form consider- 
ably changed. 

3. Before finally deciding the question as to whether a given 
medicine may be imported into the country or not, the Medical 
Council shall ascertain the nature of its component parts by means 
of chemical analysis. 

Observation. A chemical analysis shall not be made, only when 
an applicant shall present a formal certificate of chemical analysis 
of the medicine sought to be imported; but the analysis must 
have been made by a foreign or Russian institution, the com- 
petency of which shail be recognised by the Medical Council. 

4, When granting permission to import compound medicines, 
the Medical Council shall in each case indicate whether the 
medicine allowed to be introduced into the country may be 
purchasable only in apothecary shops or, in addition to these 
shops, at druggists’ stores. 

5. The Medical Council notifies for the information of the public 
at large the name of each compound medicine which is allowed to 
be imported, in the “ Official Gazette,” ‘ Financial Gazette,” and 
the “Gazette of Public Hygiene and Judidicial and Practical 
Medicine” published by the Medical Department. 

6. The foreign compound medicines allowed, or prohibited, to be 
imported are entered on respective lists. These lists are annually 
revised by the Medical Council and are then supplied for publica- 
tion to the Department of Customs not later than the 1/13th 
March of each year. 


&c. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at St. Petersburg, Article 3 of the Customs 
tariff for foreign goods imported into the Trans-Caspian region 
and Bokhara and prohibiting the importation of certain goods, is 
to read as follows :-— 

Article 3. Importation prohibited. 

(«) All goods the importation of which is prohibited in the 
Kuropean trade. 

()) Opium and all narcotics. 


(c) Firearms and steel weapons of every description. 
(7) Kishmisk vodka, 


cr 
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BELGIUM. 
Rebate of Excise Duty on Alcohol used in certain industries. 
According to the “Moniteur Belge,” containing copy of 
a decree granting a total rebate of the excise duty on alcohol used 
in the manufacture of sulphuric ether or artificial silk. 


NETHERLANDS. 
Tariff Modifications. 

According to a Royal Order in the Dutch Official Gazette of 
22nd August last, collodion required in the preparation of 
incandescent-light mantles is exempted from import dues on 
entry into the Netherlands. The above order has been issued 
subject to certain regulations as to quantity admitted, destination, 
&c., so as to guard against abuse of the privilege. 


GrrMany. 
Regulations for Navigation between Swinemiinde and Stetiin. 


A despatch, dated 13th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Stettin, transmitting trans- 
lations of the new Government Ordinance regulating the draft of 
steamers using the fairway between Swinemiinde and Stettin. 

Formerly the maximum draft allowed was 18 ft., this has now 
been increased to 19 ft. 6 in. The length of vessels which are 
compelled to employ a tug has also been increased from 262 ft. to 
295 ft. 

These alterations are of considerable importance to shipowners, 
as they will cause a very appreciable reduction in the expenses of 
vessels trading to Stettin. The following may be taken as an 
example :—A steamer with a cargo of iron ore drawing 19 ft. 4 in. 
and 278 ft. in length had hitherto to lighten at Swinemiinde, and 
to employ a tug to and from Stettin at a cest of :— 


Marks. 

1.—Lightening 320 tons at 75 pf.... phi .. 240 
2.—Lighter-freight to Stettin, 320 tons at 140 pf. 448 
3.—Tug boat to and from Stettin ... sn ... 220 
Total ... .-. 908 


These expenses will now be saved, not to mention the saving in 
time effected. 


Tariff Classifications. 


The following translations of orders issued by the Hamburg 
Customs Authorities have been received at the Board of Trade 
through the Foreign Office. 

White prepared, hair-covered calf skins, which are used for 
making ladies’ belts, pocket-books, and similar articles, and of 
which the hairs have been shortened by means of a grinding 
machine, and have been evenly smoothed, but the interior side of 
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which has not been specially prepared for shoe upper leather, are, 
according to No. 21a of the Tariff, to be charged duty at the rate of 
eighteen marks (17s. 8d.) per 100 kilos. 

It should be observed that according to No. 12b of the Tariff, 
only skins intended to be made into furs are exempt from duty, 
and these are not referred to above. Note 2 (“skins”) on page 117 
of the official list of goods likewise refers only to skins used for fur 
manufacture. This fact accounts for the above remark referring 
to shoe upper leather, inasmuch as shoes may, under certain 
conditions, be comprised in fur goods, whilst: ladies belts, pocket- 
books, &c., cannot be so comprised. 

Inasmuch as, on the other hand, skins of the description men- 
tioned are employed in making leather work and purse-makers’ 
articles, and the articles thus manufactured are to be considered 
as “leather goods,” the material has in consequence also to pay 
duty as leather. 


Drawback on Spirits. 

According to a decree of the Bundesrath of 19th October last, 
the drawback on spirits utilised for the preparation of vinegar 
and exported abroad, will remain, until further notice, at 
6 marks (6s.) per every hectolitre of pure alcohol. 

From the lst November, 1899, the former drawback of 34 marks 
(3s. 6d.) will be raised to one of 4$ marks (4s. 6d.) on every 
hectolitre of pure alcohol for such spirits as are “ denaturalized ” 
with the general “ denaturalizing ” matter. 


GERMANY.—WEsT AFRICA. 
Certificates of Origin for Exports of Cocoa. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a Decree of the Governor of the Cameroons (German West 
Africa) putting in force the following regulations concerning the 
falsification of local products destined for exportation :— 

Section 1. Whoever intends to export cocoa from the Pro- 
tectorate requires a certificate of origin made out by the Customs 
officials of the district where he is either resident or residing for a 
time. 

Section 2. In order to obtain this certificate of origin, notice is 
to be given to the competent Customs officials at least 8 days before 
the shipment is made. The place where it has come from as also 
the amount of the shipment are to be stated. 

Section 3. The Customs officials examine this notice as to its 
correctness, and then either issue or refuse the certificate of origin 
according to the results of the examination. 

Section 4. The commercial enterprises of foreigners established 
for the planting out of cocoa, are still as before only bound to give 
notice in accordance with the provisions of section 1 B. of the 
Decree of the 19th June, and of the 16th December, 1892, which 
was made for statistical purposes. 
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Section 5. In every official district a list of those companies and 
enterprises which have only to comply with the notice provided 
for in section 4 will be made up and published at the beginning of 
every calendar year. 

Section 6. Shippers are only allowed to ship cocoa, which in 
accordance with this Decree is to be provided with a certificate of 
origin, when these prescribed certificates are produced to them. 

Section 7. The shipment of spoiled or of not properly dried 
cocoa is forbidden. 

Section 8. The Customs officials of the Protectorate are charged 
with the supervision of the regulations of this Decree. 

Section 9. Whoever ships cocoa out of the Protectorate, or tries 
to export it without having first obtained the prescribed certificate 
of origin, will be punished by a fine up to 1,000 marks (50/.) The 
same penalty will be applied to whosoever exports or attempts to 
export spoiled or not properly dried cocoa. 

The same penalty will be applied to shippers and their re- 
presentatives who take cocoa on board knowing that it is against 
the provisions of sections 6 and 7. 

This Decree was to come into force on the day of its promulga- 
tion (August 12th, 1899.) 


GERMANY-KIAUCHAU. 
Regulations for the Importation of Meat. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a decree which came into force on the Ist July last, regu- 
lating the inspection of meat in the police district of Tsintau at 
Kiauchau. Its chief provisions are as follows :— 

All cattle, whose flesh, intestines, and fat are intended for human 
consumption, are subjected, both before and after slaughter, to ex- 

rt examination. 

On the day previous to slaughter, the cattle are to be brought to 
the expert for examination. 

If meat, after examination, is found to be sound, every quarter 
of a large and every half of a small animal is to be so marked that 
people may know that it is edible. . 

The importation and sale of fresh meat from animals killed 
outside the district is only allowed when the meat has, in a similar 
manner, been examined. Imported smoked meat—ham and 
bacon—can be subjected to a further examination for the purpose of 
discovering the presence of trichini. 

The fees for examination are: 1 dol. for large cattle, } dol. for 
a calf or sheep, ? dol. for a pig, and 4 dol. for a side of ham or 
bacon. If several animals of the same category and belonging to 
the same person are examined the same day, only half these rates 
are to be charged for the second and subsequent animals. 

The sale of meat, not previously examined by experts, or by them 
declared to be uneatable, is punishable by a fine up to 200 dols., or, 
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if a fine is not forthcoming, by imprisonment up to six months, in 
all cases where no higher punishment has been incurred. 

The slaughter of animals, except at fixed hours and in stated 
places, is punishable by a fine of 10 dols. or by two weeks imprison- 
ment if the fine cannot be paid. 

The above Decree came into force on the Ist July last, having 
been signed at Tsintau on the 4th June. 

All meats, whether fresh or smoked, are affected by this Decree, 
and infractions of the regulations will be punished severely. 


Spatn.—FERNANDO Po. 
Customs Regulations. 

A despatch, dated 7th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Madrid, transmitting 
copy and translation of a Royal Decree extending to consign- 
ments from Fernando Po the provisions of Articles 119 and 227 
of the Customs Regulations formerly applicable to Spanish Trans- 
atlantic possessions, as follows :— 

1. As follows from the Provision 10 of the Tariff, in conjunction 
with Provision 8, Spanish vessels alone can import goods from 
Fernando Po free of duty. 

2. The permission granted to such vessels to touch at foreign 
ports is limited to ports of call lying between Fernando Po and 
the Peninsula, in accordance with the provisions of Articles 119 
and 227 of the Customs Ordinance, and Provision 10 of the Tariff 
and of the additions to the same. 


Unitep 
Imports from France and French Colonies. 


The Board of Trade has received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of two opinions given by the United States General 
Appraisers at New York, and published in ‘‘ Treasury Decisions” 
on the 7th September last, concerning :— 

1. Imports from French Colonies ; and 

2. Products of France from Great Britain as affected by the 
Reciprocity arrangement concluded with France by the United 
States in May, 1898, under the provisions of Section 3 of the 
Tariff Act of 1897. 

The substance of the decisions is that the French Colonies are 
not to get the advantage of the reduced duties accorded to the 
Mother Country under the Franco-American Convention, and that 
French gocds imported into the United States otherwise than 
directly are, similarly, not to get the benefit of the reduced duties 
unless imported on a through bill of lading. 


Customs Decisions. 


Number of yarns.—In assessing duty on cotton yarns under 
paragraph 250, Act of 1894, consideration is to be given to the 
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designated trade number and not to the number in order of 
fineness and actual production. 

Palm leaves dyed and painted.—Palm leaves dyed and painted 
held not to be palms under paragraph 251, Act of 1897. 

Muffiers—Hemmed mufflers composed of cotton warp and silk 
filling, dyed in different colours in the thread or yarn, weighing 
more than 13 ounces and not more than 8 ounces per square yard, 
and containing not more than 30 per cent. in weight of silk, 
cotton being the component material of chief value, are dutiable at 
90 cents. per pound under the provisions of paragraphs 387 and 
388, Act of July 24th, 1897. 

Protest filed on Sunday y.—In computing the ten days after 
liquidation within which a notice of protest must be filed with the 
collector under section 14 of the customs administrative act of 
June 10th, 1890, if the tenth day falls on Sunday, that day can 
not be excluded. 

The filing of a protest on Sunday, like the service of other civil 
process on that day, is illegal. A protest can not be officially 
received by a collector at such a time; and if in fact it is received 
by him, can at most be considered only as officially in his hands 
when Sunday has expired. 

A protest lodged with the collector on Sunday, that day being 
the tenth day after liquidation, is void. 

Pianoforte hammers.—Pianoforte hammers, are not considered as 
parts of musical instruments, but are dutiable as manufactures of 
wool. 

Woollen goods not adapted for use as dress goods, and not recog- 
nized or dealt in as such, are not “similar character and descrip- 
tion” as dress goods, but are dutiable at the rate of 55 per cent. 
ad valorem and a per pound rate according to value is levied 
under the provisions of paragraph 366 Act of 24th July, 1897, 
as a manufacture in whole or part of wool. 

Cotton cloth—Table covers, portiéres, curtains, &c., made of 
cotton, and cut to the proper size and form for use as such, and so 
commercially known, whether fringed, trimmed, or hemmed, or 
otherwise, are not “cotton cloth,” within the meaning of that term 
as defined in paragraph 310 of the Tariff Act of 1897, but are 
dutiable as manufactures of cotton, not specially provided for, 
under paragraph 322 of said Act. 

Woven fabrics in the piece—The phrase “woven fabrics in the 
piece or otherwise,” as used in said paragraph 310, includes only 
such woven cotton fabrics as have not been manufactured or 
otherwise manipulated into articles so as to take them out of the 
category of “cotton cloth,” in the ordinary acceptation of that 
term. 

Ladies’ hats.—Ladies’ hats of wool and fur, fur chief value, are 
dutiable under paragraph 432 of the Tariff Act of 1897 as ladies’ 
hats of fur, and not under paragraph 370 as wearing apparel 
composed wholly or in part of wool. 

. Manufactures of wool—The proviso to paragraph 891, governing 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Nov. 1899.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 587 


the classification of manufactures of wool, can operate, at most, 
only upon the provisions of the silk schedule, and does not affect 
the above-named merchandise. 

Assay of lead-bearing ores.—Under the provisions of paragraph 
181 of the Tariff Act of 1897, the process of assaying es 
ores should be by what is known as the “ commercial method ” 
‘fire process,” and not by the “ wet process.’ 

Magnesium flour.—Magnesium flour held to be dutiable as a 
manufacture of metal, and not to be entitled to free admission 
under paragraph for magnesium not made up into articles. 

Hollow copper rollers.—Hollow copper rollers held not to be 
dutiable as pipes, but as manufactures of metal not specially 
provided for. 

Hides of cattle, limed.—Hides of cattle, which have been sub- 
jected to the process of liming so as to remove the hair, are 
commercially known as raw or uncured hides of cattle, and are 
subject to classification as such, at 15 per cent. ad valorem, under 
paragraph 437 of the Tariff Act of 1897, and not as “ ‘leather 

* * not specially provided for,” at 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
under paragraph 438, nor as “ hides not specially provided fer,” 
under paragraph 664 of the free list. 


Unitep StaTtes—Cusa. 
Registration of Trade Marks, ce. 

A copy of a Circular, as follows, of the United States Customs 
Division, has been received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office :— 

“ So much of Circular No. 21, of the Division of Customs and 
Insular Affairs, War Department, dated June 1, 1899, as requires 
the payment of a fee for filing certified copies of patents or certifi- 
cates of registration of trade-marks, prints, or labels, is hereby 
rescinded. 

“ Said Circular No. 21 is hereby further amended by the addition 
thereto of the following paragraphs :— 

“A power of attorney from the owner thereof authorising 
another for him and in his name, place, and stead, to file a certified 
copy of a patent or a certificate of registration of a trade-mark, 
print, or label, must be filed with such certified copy or certificate 
of registration in each of the islands wherein the protection of 
such patents, trade-marks, prints, or labels is desired. 

“ Assignments of patents, trade-marks, prints, or labels, or cer- 
tified copies thereof, must be filed in the same manner as herein 
provided for filing certified copies of patents, and certificates of 
registration of trade-marks, prints, or labels.” 


Tariff Modifications. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a circular relating to the tariff of Cuba, which provides 
that all certificates, &c., issued under the seals of the States, shall 
be authenticated by the United States Secretary of State. 
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Tariff circulars have been also received notifying— 
1. Beekeepers’ supplies are admitted into Cuba free of duty. 


2. Coffee in the bean or ground: chicory roots and chicory 
(provided such coffee is not grown in Porto Rico and imported into 
Cuba directly from Porto Rico) 12 dols. 15 cents per 100 kilos. 

Coffee in the bean or ground, the product of Porto Rico 
and imported into Cuba directly from Porto Rico, 3 dols. 
40 cents per 100 kilos. ; ; 
Dols. Cts. 
Paper, endless or in sheets, white or coloured, used 
for wrapping purposes ... ... per 100 kilos. 2 50 
Note.—Paper manufactured into bags of any 
kind shall be dutiable with a surtax of 30 per 
cent. 
Paper, in sheets, unruled, unprinted, and uncut, 
white or coloured, used for writing purposes 
per 100 kilos. 8 00 
Nore.—Envelopes of all kinds shall pay duty 
with a surtax of 30 per cent. 


Ports of Entry for Cattle for breeding purposes. 
According to a circular issued by the War Department at 
Washington, Santa Cruz and Matanzas are added to the list of 


ports in Cuba where graded bulls and cows for breeding purposes 
may be admitted free of duty. 


Unitep StatEs—Porto Rico. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
notice of certain amendments which have been made in the 
Customs Tariff of Porto Rico. Articles 105, 106 and 297 are to 
be read as follows :— 


105. Crude oils and animal fats— 


Dols. Cts. 

(a) Cod liver oil and other medicinal oils not 
refined,G. W._... 100 kilogs. 1 47 

(b) Glycerine, oleine, stearine, and spermaceti, 
crude, G. W. shes gis 100 kilogs. 1 00 
(c) Other crude oils and fats 3 0 50 


106. Mineral, vegetable, or animal wax unwrought, 
and paraffin in lumps, G. W. 100kilogs. 2 00 


297. Brandy and all compound spirits not specially mentioned— 


Dols. 
(a) In casks hectol. 21 
(>) In bottles or flasks iy 34 
(c) Rum, in casks pis 18 
(d) Whisky, in casks... 10 
23 


(e) Whisky, in flasks or bottles 
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Articles 9, 31, and 50 to read as follows :— , 
Dols. Cts. 
9. Crystal, and glass imitating crystal—(a) Arti- 
cles, cut, engraved, or gilt, T. (Disp. VL, 
Rule 5) 100 kilos, 14 00 
(b) Articles, other, T. (Disp. VI., Rule 5) 
100 kilos. 3 50 
31. (a) Articles of all kinds, enamelled, gilt, tinned, 
or coated, or ornamented with other metals 


or porcelain, T. (Disp. VI., Rule 5) 


100 kilos. 2 00 

(b) Iron shears... “al 100 kilos. 5 00 
50, Cutlery of all kinds, except iron shears; tailors’ 
scissors; side arms and pieces for same, 

T. (Disp. VI., Rule 5) sin .. kilog, O 40 


Unirep States—Canaba. 


A copy of the following regulations, respecting the cording and 
sealing of passengers’ baggage under card manifests from or to 
Canada through the United States, has been received at the Board 
of Trade through the Foreign Office :—~ 

In order to facilitate the transit of passengers’ baggage from or 
to Canada through the United States, the provisions of Depart- 
ment’s Circular No. 195, of 20th November, 1897 (S. 185834), are 
hereby extended to such baggage, with the exception that no. 
other than card manifests will be required in such cases, 

The card manifest will be in the following form :— 


SPECIAL MANIFEST. 
Canadian baggage in transit through the United States. 


To, 


Thereby certify that this baggage was duly corded and sealed by 
me for transportation as above stated. 


US. Customs. 
I hereby certify that corded and sealed baggage covered by 


U.S. Inspector of Customs . 


On arrival of the baggage at the port of exit, the shipping 
officer will detach the coupon bearing his certificate, and mail the 
same to the chief officer of the customs at the port where the 
baggage was sealed and corded, and where due record of the check 
numbers will be kept. 
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MEXICco. 
Tariff Classifications. 

The following classifications of goods for duty under the Mexican 
Customs Tariff have been notified to the Board of T'rade through 
the Foreign Office :— 

Waste pieces or scraps of cork, free. 

Curtains formed of strings of beads made out of a paste of 
rice (even when formed partly of bamboo or wood), per legal kilo, 
40 cs. 

Waste pieces or scraps of copper, brass, bronze or white 
metal, per gross kilo, 10 cs. 

Vitrified wool or cotton, per gross kilo, 3 cs. 

Sced of India rubber plant, free. 


Costa Rica. 


Clearance of merchandise at Port Limon in transit. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a presidential decree containing regulations for the 
clearance from the Custom House in Limon of merchandise, in 
transit for the provinces of Cartago, Alajuela and Heredia, as 
follows :— 

Article 1.—The petitions presented to the Adminstrator of the 
Custom House in Limon for the clearance of merchandise referred 
to by said law, must state the destination of such merchandise in 
addition to other details required by the !aw. 

Article 2.—The consignee or owner of said merchandise must, 
within 3 days after the clearance of merchandise, present to 
the Administrator of said Custom House the original bill of lading 
issued by the railway company, specifying that the merchandise 
has been received by them for transportation to destination 
mentioned on the application for clearance. The bill of lading 
must specify marks, numbers, gross weight and general contents of 
the packages. 

Article 3.—If the bill of lading issued by the railway company is 
not delivered in the specified time, the Custom House officers will 
charge tariff duties at the same rate as if the merchandise were for 
consumption in the province of Limon, in accordance with Decree 
of June 16th, 1899. 

Article 4.—If the contents marked on the bill of lading do not 
exactly agree with those of the petition, the penalty as per previous 
article will be applied on all items in the petition not mentioned 
on the bill of lading and on those differently specified. 

Article 5.—To permit the clearance of merchandise referred to in 
this Decree, it is necessary that the amount deposited with the 
Treasury as per Ordinance of January 14th, 1899, should be not 
only enough to cover the amount of duties on said merchandise, 
but the 5 per cent. extra, established by the law of July 16th, 
1899. 
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Article 6.—A register book will be kept in the Custom House in 
which will be recorded all details of petitions; on the margin of 
each entry will be noted the number of the bill of lading, the date, 
and the name of the railway company’s employee who signed it. 


Tux on Passenger Railway Tickets. 


According to a despatch received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at San José, a presidential decree has been issued 
establishing a tax on all passenger tickets issued by any railway 
company or undertaking. 

This tax of 5 cents on all passenger tickets up to the value of 
2 dols. in value, and of 10 cents on tickets above 2 dols. in value, 
was to come into force on 15th October last. 


Probate Tax for Beneficiary Purposes. 


A despatch dated 27th Septémber last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at San José (Costa Rica) trans- 
mitting copy and translation of Decree No. 4 of 18th September 
last placing a probate tax, for beneficiary purposes on the estates 
both of Costa Ricans and foreigners. 

Article 1 of this Decree provides that all estates of persons 
dying testate or intestate, whether Costa Ricans or foreigners, will 
pay a charity tax, when the nett capital exceeds 500 dols. 

By nett capital is understood the value of the estate as per 
inventory after the funeral expenses and proved debts have been 
deducted. 

By Article 2 the tax will be 1 per cent. on capitals not exceeding 
50,000 dols., and 4 per cent. upon any sum over that amount. 

The tax will be double when the heirs are not in the direct line 
of ascent or descent, nor husband, or wife of the testator. 

The tax will be paid at the capital of the province or county 
where the testator last lived, without regard to the situation of the 
estate. 

Article 5 enacts that the tax must be paid within six months, 
counting from the date of the testator’s death. Those who do not 
pay the tax within that time will be subject to a fine of 2 per 
cent. per month on the amount of the tax for the time overdue. 

This law puts an end to and abrogates all former laws establish- 
ing forced legacies for beneficiary purposes. It comes into force 
from the day of its publication (18th September, 1899). 

The Decree also enacts that the estates, which up to the present 
date have not paid the tax established by the previous laws, will 
have three months in which to pay in accordance with the tariff, 
and subject to the penalties fixed by such laws. Nevertheless 
should this time pass without the payment being made, they will 
become subject to the fine of 2 per cent. per month upon the 
amount of the tax established by the present law. 
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ARGENTINA. 
Future rate for Customs Duties. 


It is reported in a cable from Buenos Ayres that certain financial 
Bills recently before Congress have now become law in the same 


' form as when presented, with the exception that the Government 


is not to give 100,000 dols. per month to the conversion fund, and 
the properties of the Banco National are not to be liquidated in 
three years. 

The President has affirmed that all custom duties paid in 
currency will in future be payable at the rate of 227 per cent. for 


gold. 


CHILE. 
Bills of Lading, &c. 

The French Chamber of Commerte of Santiago de Chile has 
recently forwarded a communication to the Chambers of Commerce 
of France, which is of equal importance to other merchants who 
have business relations with that country. The following is the 
substance of the communication in question :— 

“ At present, the majority of French houses doing business with 
Chile insert the names of the real purchasers or consignees on the 
bills of lading. However natural this may seem, it is none the 
less dangerous. 

“It may happen that between the departure of the order and 
the arrival (of the goods) in Chile, the situation of the purchaser 
has materially changed. Then the bank or the agent remitting 
the documents, who may wish to prevent the delivery of the 
goods, is placed in an embarrassing situation, because the docu- 
ments being in the name of the consignee or purchaser, either he 
or his assignee, if he has failed, has the right to seize the goods in 
the custom house. If the bankrupt or his representative does not 
claim the goods, the customs officers will hold them, and the 
seller, to obtain possession of his property, must bring a suit for 
annulment of contract, which is far from easy and may result 
in heavy expenditure and waste of time. 

“To obviate all this, it is necessary for the shipper to bear 
the following suggestions in mind :— 

“1. Ifthe bills of lading are remitted to the purchaser or con- 
signee in exchange for the acceptance of a draft, the best plan is to 
draw them to the order of a bank, which endorses and changes 
them for the accepted drafts. 

«2. If the immediate acceptance of the draft is not demanded, 
an understanding may be come to with a bank by addressing the 
bill of lading to it and making use of its intermediary. That will 
= a slight commission, but it is cheaper than to risk losing the 

oods. 
pee If the bills of lading are to be remitted by an agent to the pur- 
chaser or consignee, it is wiser to send them at once to the agent. 
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“In adopting these suggestions, shippers will avoid a great 
“many unpleasant surprises and difficulties, as nothing can defeat 
in case of bankruptcy, their possible rights to the goods shipped.” 


New ZEALAND. 
Tariff Decisions. 
The following decisions as to classification of articles in the 


New Zealand Customs = have been published in the “ New 
Zealand Trade Review ” : 


Articles, and how classed. ee f 
Bonnet and hat-crowns and made up ornaments and trimmings ; as 
millinery of allkinds... one eee | 25 per cent. 
Brass cups for making cartridge cases ; as a. & mn. s. “ --. | Free. 


Braid, known as the * Dolphus Meig et Cie Lacet Braid,” invoiced as 
6“ D. M.C.” braid; asa, &m.s. ... 


Carbide of caleinm ; as chemicals n.0.€. ... 20 per cent. 
*Card perforated for silk-weav ing machinery is to be admitted at the 
same rate as card for woollen mills, viz. ove | Or cent, 


“Condenser cord,” used for engine packing: as n.0.e. ove | Bree. 
*“ Deane” pump when imported as part of refrigerating meer, 
or for use in connection therewith te ove 5 per cent. 
[This decision is extended to cover pumps of other makers 
similarly imported. | 
Electric batteries and motors for es as machinery, electric, 


and appliances... sae | 10 per cent. 
Hydraulic “ jiggers”; as hydraulic cranes ose Free. 
Induction coils imported by themselves ; as machinery, electric, and 

appliances} | 10 per cent. 
* Lantern masks,” for making magic lantern slides... Free. 
Machine for clipping horses or aged (Burman’s patent) ; as "machin- 

ery for agricultural purposes 5 per cent. 
Paper, “ Eureka (a "substitute for glass for green- 

houses) oe ooo | Pree. 
Ruling machine, engravers’ ; : ‘as machinery 0.0.¢. see «+ | 20 per cent, 
“ Santal Midy,” in capsules ; as drugs and druggists’ sundries ... | 20 per cent. 
“Spot binding strips,” for making magic lantern slides ove .. | Bree. 
*Stop valves ; as manufactures of metal n.0.¢. ... eos ove ... | 20 per cent. 
“ Stripso ” (a paint removing paste) ae Free. 


*X-ray apparatus —viz., contact breakers and regulators, also indue- 
tion coils when imported with and forming part of X-ray apparatus | Free. 


oN OTE.—“ Not otherwise enumerated ” appears as n.o.e. ; “ other kinds” ” as o. as ok. ; 
“articles and materials suited only for, and to be used solely in, the fabrication of 
goods in the colony ” as a. & m.s. Articles marked thus * are revised decisions. 

+ Induction coils were inady ertently inciuded as Free, n.o.e., in Commissioners’ 
Order No. 573, 


British Inp1a, 
Additional Duties on Sugar from France. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, 
copy of a Customs circular (No. XIV. of 1899) by which the rates 
of additional duty levied on sugar imported into India from 
France, are revised as in the following table :-— 
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Schedule of Revised Rates. 
Additional 
Kinds of Sugar. | Laer ner duties 
| ‘ to be levied. 
Per cwt. 
Rs, a. p. 
Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent. polar-| 11:16 francs per 100 3 611 
isation for beetroot sugars, or 65 to 97 per| kilogramsof refined 
cent. for French Colonial sugar. sugar of 100 per 
cent, polarisation.* 
Sugar candies ... ove .| 11°95 franes per 100 3.9 9 
kilograms, 
Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, — 11°95 frances per 100 399 
hard and dry. on kilograms. 
Raw and refined sugars in grains or crystals | 11°56 franes per 100 3 710 
of a minimum standard of 98 per cent.| kilograms. 
polarisation. 
Schedule of Superseded Rates. 
‘ Additional 
Kinds of Sugar. nee duties to be 
re levied. 
| Per cut. 
| Rs. a. p. 
Raw sugars from 65 to 98 per cent. polar- 10°82 francs per 100 | 3 4 0 
isation for beetroot sugars, or 65 to 97 per| kilogramsof refined 
cent. for French Colonial sugar. sugar of 100 per | 
cent. polarisation.* 
Sugar candies ... ah Spee .| 11°51 francs per 100 3 7 6 
kilograms. 
Refined sugars in loaf or crushed, clear,| 11°51 francs per 100 8 7 6 
hard and dry. kilograms. 
Raw and refined sugars in grains or crystals; 11°17 francs per 100 8 6 0 
of a minimum standard of 98 per cent.| kilograms, 
polarisation. 


* The output of refined sugar from raw is computed by deducting from the 
polarisation of the raw sugar twice the glucose, four times the ashes, and one-and- 


a-half per cent. for loss in refining. 


The Marking of Cut Piece Goods. 
With reference to the suggestion of the Manchester Chamber of 


Commerce that cut piece goods should be marked conspicuously on 
the outer fold of each piece with the words ‘cut piece,” the 
Governments of Madras, Bombay, and Bengal were consulted as to 
the efficiency or otherwise of the stamping of the words “cut piece,” 
in addition to the aggregate length, on the outer fold of each 
piece. All these Governments agree in the proposal of the 


Manchester Chamber that the words “ cut piece” should be marked 


t 
| 
aS 
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on the outer fold, with the aggregate length; but they suggest 
that the number of cut pieces should also be specified. 

As a single piece of 40 yards is, in the market, more valuable 
than two pieces which make up that length, and similarly, two 
pieces making up 40 yards are more valuable than six pieces 
making up the same length, purchasers ought to know the number 
of cut pieces. The Governor General in Council, therefore, directs 
that, in the case of cut piece goods, the words “cut piece ” and the 
aggregate length, and the number of cut pieces, shall be marked 
on the outer fold of the piece, thus: ‘“ (3) cut pieces, (40) yards,” 
or “ (40) yards in (3) cut pieces.” 

The Local Governments will, however, not enforce this method 
of marking until sufficient time has been given to enable shippers 
of such goods to comply with the direction. 


. 
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XXIII.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN Russian PoLanp.* 


A further despatch, dated 14th October last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H. M. Consul-General at Warsaw, reporting 
on a visit made to the towns of Siedlce, Brest-Litowsk and Chelm. 

The Consul-Governor states that so far as concerns these towns, 
Brest is by far the most important, as it is a centre for the dis- 
tribution of natural produce, especially cattle, greater even than 
Warsaw itself, being situated on the borders of Russia and Poland 
at the juncture of six different lines of railway which bring produce 
from the surrounding districts for sale. The river Boug on which it 
lies also contributes its quota of timber and grain: for cattle, it is 
the chief market of Western Russia. The town itself, which has 
over 50,000 inhabitants, mostly Jews, in whose hands all the trade 
lies, consisted until recently of a coliection of wood«n houses, but 
the last two or three years these have been in great number re- 
placed by brick buildings and the place seems now to show some 
sense of its own importance. 

Chelm is best known as the centre of the orthodox religion in 
Poland, but, as at Czenstochowa, ubsolutely no arrangements are 
made for the accommodation of the large number of pilgrims who 
flock thither every year, and the town undergoes a periodical dearth 
of supplies when they arrive in larger numbers than usual, as no one 
appears to consider it worth while to provide cheap accommodation 
and food for them. The number of pilgrims who visit Czenstochowa 
each year during the month of September alone is about 300,000, 
whilst about a tenth of that number visit Chelm at the same period. 

Siedlce is, perhaps, the least important of the chief towns of the 
Governments of Poland, as, whilst unimportant industrially, it is 
overshadowed by Warsaw close by; and yet there is a good deal 
of business done there in agricultural machinery and the usu:l 
household and fancy articles. 

German travellers take in these country towns regularly on their 
tours, and by doing a little business in each make a respectable 
profit on the whole tour. The proverb ‘ Many 2 mickle makes a 
muckle” holds especially true of business in Poland, and it 
is in this way that the Germans make so much money out of 
Russia. It must be borne in mind, too, that it is not sufficient tc 
appoint an agent by correspondence and then to leave him to his 
own devices: he should be chosen on personal acquaintance and 
visited at frequent intervals. 

It may be said that this involves too much expense, but it is the 
way the Germans carry on business and they find it pay. It should 
be said, however, that their travellers are not so highly paid and travel 
much more cheaply than English, who do not understand that to a 
local trader’s mind the lavish expenditure which they consider 
necessary to ‘keep up their position” only conveys the idea that 
they are extravagant and unbusiness-like. 


* See also “ Board of Trade Journal” for July, 1899, p. 33, and October, 1899, p. 414. 
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Extension or Dry Dock at GOTHENBURG. 


A report dated 31st October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Gothenburg, stating that the 
dry dock at that Port, which is cut out of the solid rock, has lately 
undergone an extension, the dimensions of the dock being now :— 


Length of floor... ... 400 feet 
Width of dock gate... 58 ,, 
Depth on sill... .... 19 ,, 6 inches. 


THe Use or SwepisH CoaL on TRONCLADS. 


The Foreign Office have received from H.M. Consul at Gothen- 
burg a despatch dated 4th November last, reporting that during 
the naval manceuvres on the Swedish coast last summer a trial 
was made of using Swedish coal on board the ironclad “ Oden,” 
with the following results :— 

The heating capacity was good, but the heat got rather intense 
in the funnel. Sufficient steam pressure was attained without 
difficulty, but the Swedish coal requires more firing than the 
Welsh coal. The capacity of the vessel was greatly reduced in 
using Swedish instead of Welsh coal, since it appeared that at a 
speed of 10 to 12 knots the consumption was 25 to 42 per cent., 
and at 16:7 knots up to 95 per cent. more of Swedish than Welsh 
coal. 

Whether the coal can be used for firing some length of time has 
not been sufficiently tested, but it appears that they require 
constant stoking and clearing of the fires on account of which the 
consumption of coal and the work of the firemen greatly increase. 


NEW PROCESS FOR MANUFACTURING OPALESCENT GLASS. 


A despatch dated Ist November last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Munich, stating that a 
proprietor of glass works at Buchenau, near Zwiesel, in the Bavarian 
Forest, has lately discovered a process which enables him to 
manufacture opalescent glass, which is said to be quite equal to 
that invented by Tiffany of New York, and now largely exported 
from America to all parts. 

It is hoped that this glass will successfully compete with the 
American product, which previous imitations by other makers 
have not succeeded in doing. 


EstIMATED Propucrion OF BEET SuGar 1899-1900. 


A memorandum received at the Foreign Office from the 
Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy at Berlin states that the 
“Society of the German Sugar Industry” has just published 
the results of inquiries that it has recently made into the probable 
production of beet sugar in Europe during 1899-1900. 
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The figures for this ‘“‘ Campagne ” are :— 


Metric tons. Metric tons. 
Germany... .. 1,717,069 as against 1,717,973 last year, 
Austria-Hungary ... 1,044,500 1,041,700 
Russia 851,630 755,115 


The Society also points out that the number of sugar factories 
in Russia has increased by 25, bringing the total number there to 
269, and that Germany is still at the head of sugar-producing 
countries with 399 factories. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A GERMAN CoUNCIL FoR INDUSTRIAL AFFAIRS, 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, forwarding copy of a memorandum by 
the Commercial Attaché to Her Majesty’s Embassy, which states 
that the general meeting of the “Society of Industrialists” 
(Bund der Industriellen) has recently decided to establish a 
German Council for Industrial Affairs (Jndustrierath) some- 
what similar to the “ German Council for Agricultural Affairs” 
(Landwirtschaftsrath). The former is to be an assembly re- 
presentative of industrial interests in the same way as the latter 
is of agricultural interests. The following is the plan for the 
creation of this new Council. 

1. The object of the “ Industrial Council ” is to look after the 
common interests of all industries in the German Empire, both 
economic and “ social-political,” in all matters before the Govern- 
ment, before the Reichstag, and before the public. 

2. The “ Industrial Council ” consists of men drawn from the 
three principal groups of German industry, viz.: from the “ Central 
Society of German Industrialists” (Centralverband deutscher In- 
dustrieller), from the “Society for the Protection of the Chemical 
Interests "—(Verein zur Wahrung der Interessen der chemischen 
Industrie), and from the ‘“ Society of Industrialists” (Bund der 
Industriellen). Each of these three groups nominates twelve 
deputies to the Council, who will elect from among themselves a 
directorate and a working Committee. 

3. In order to avoid disputes, a unanimous decision is to be 
arrived at that each group has absolutely equal rights in the 
Council. 

4. The members of the three groups, forming this Council, or 
the societies attached to them, can submit to the directorate of 
each group questions to go before the Council. In order that only 
well-considered questions may come before the Council, it is pro- 
vided that matters can only be sent into it by the directorates of 
the three groups. The Council can deliberate upon any subject 


| 
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thus brought before them ; but it is bound to do soif the matter to 
be brought before them is backed by a third of the members of the 
“ Industrial Council.” 

It is also provided that industrialists or industrial societies, who 
do not form part of the three above-mentioned groups, may bring 
questions before the Council, if one of the three directorates 
approves. 


ENGLISH Post-Carps FoR GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 20th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Legation at Munich, with reference to 
the disadvantage under which English pictorial post-cards are 
placed, as their small size prohibits them from fitting into the 
albums used by all post-card collectors in Germany and elsewhere. 

As it was announced that from the 1st November the maximum 
size for Englisk post-cards was to be raised to 54 in. by 34 in., 
which is approximately the size of German and all other foreign 
post-cards, it may be suggested that the attention of the trade in 
England might be called to the obvious advantage of their imme- 
diately adopting the maximum size. 

It will almost certainly vastly increase the sale of pictorial post- 
cards of British and Colonial origin, many of which are printed in 
Bavaria, and the larger size will give greater scope for artistic 
effect. 

As an example of the extent to which the craze for collecting 
pictorial post-cards prevails in Bavaria, it may be stated that at the 
Sports Exhibition held at Munich this summer, which was visited 
by 646,000 persons, about 300,000 post-cards illustrative of the 
exhibition were bought and posted in the exhibition grounds 
alone. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE OF ANCONA. 


The following report on the trade of Ancona for 1898 has been 
received at the Foreign Office from the British Vice-Consul at that 
port. 

The statistics with reference to the commercial movement of 
the district of Ancona for the year 1898 were published on the 
26th September, 1899, and show an increase in imports and 
exports in comparison with those for the year 1897. 

The total imports from Great Britain, Austria-Hungary, France, 
Germany, Russia, Sweden, Norway, ‘Turkey, and South America 
for the year 1897 amounted to 175,000 tons, whereas during the 
year 1898 the imports reached 235,000 tons, being an increase of 
60,000 tons. 

The overland imports increased from 22,000 tons in the year 
1897 to 32,000 tons during the years under review. 

The exports to Great Britain, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Turkey, 
U.S. America, and Roumania, for the year 1898 amounted to 
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48,000 tons, being an increase of 11,000 tons in comparison with 
the previous year. The exports overland also show an increase of 
8,000 tons. 

The increase in the imports consisted of jute, cereals, manufac- 
tured goods, building materials. metals, combustibles, and preserved 
fish. The increased exports consisted of asphalt, hides, oil, wine, 
and salted hides. 

The necessity of supplying public wants, in consequence of the 
scarcity of the grain crop during the year 1897, caused an increase 
in the imports of wheat and maize. From South America 3,250 
tons of wheat were imported during the year 1898, as well as 1,247 
tons from Austria-Hungary and 9,790 tons from Russia. In addition 
to these, 715 tons of maize from Austria-Hungary, 5,880 from 
Russia, and 205 from Turkey were imported. 

The total duties paid on imports and exports, as well as port 
charges on vessels in arrival during the year, amounted to 
18,964,992 lire (702,470/.). divided as follows :— 


Lire. 
Surcharges, stamps, statistical fees, &c. ... 93,947 
Harbour and sanitary dues ... 122,338 
Total ... Lire (18,964,991 


£ 758,600 


The total imports from Great Britain and colonies, consisting of 
coal, colonial produce, whale and cocoanut oil, sulphate of copper, 
oxides and acids, jute, pig iron, machinery of all kinds, fish, dry 
and salted hides, manufactured goods, and metals, for the period 
under review, amounted, in round numbers, to 164,102 tons. 

The crop of cocoons during the year 1898 was superior in 
quantity and price to that of the previous year. The crop of 1897 
amounted to about 700.000 kilogrammes (700 tons), whereas in 
1898 the quantity reached 800,000 kilogrammes (800 tons). Prices 
realized in the year 1897 did not exceed an average of 2°23 lire 
per kilogramme (ls. 8d. per 2:20 lbs.), whereas the prices in 1898 
increased to 2°82 lire per kilogramme (2s. 1d. per 2°20 lbs.), thus 
exceeding the average for the years 1888, 1889-1894, and 1896. 

The quantity of raw sugar imported from Austria-Hungary, 
France, and Russia for the year amounted to 19,552 tons; these 
figures show an increase of about 8,000 tons in the imports from 
Austria-Hungary, and a decrease of 7,000 tons from France and 
2,000 tons from Russia in comparison with those of the previous 
year. 

The arrivals at the port of Ancona during the year 1897 
amounted to 576 steamships and 451 sailing vessels, with an 
aggregate tonnage of 515,928 tons, whereas during the year under 
review the total arrivals amounted to 599 steamships and 468 
sailing vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 636,801 tons, 
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being an increase of 23 steamships and 17 sailing vessels, or 
120,873 tons. 

Of these, 55 steamships, with an aggregate tonnage of 122,543 
tons, were under the British flag, the remainder being Italian, 
Austro-Hungarian, German. Norwegian, Greek, and French. 

The exports of crude tartar, on account of the exceptional 
scarcity of the vintage, amounted to very little in comparison with 
preceding years. 

The number of failures declared during the year amounted to 
24, added to 46 still pending on 3lst December, 1897, making a 
total of 70, with debts amounting to 861,277 lire (31,899/.), 
against assets 640,278 lire (23,7141.) 

The dividends realised by the creditors in 36 of these failures 
(34 being still under liquidation), varied from 5 to 25 per cent. 

Exchange during the year 1898 was at an average of 27 lire per 
1/. sterling. 


THe Iron TRADE OF PALERMO. 


A despatch, dated 21st October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul, Palermo, stating that the buyers 
of iron in the province of Palermo complain bitterly of the condi- 
tion of the local market, which is entirely in the hands of a ring. 
In 1894, following the example of the iron-founders on the 
Continent of Italy, the Palermo dealers formed themselves into a 
Company known as the Societa Anonima di Ferri et Metalli, 
with a capital of half-a-million lire fully paid up. This association, 
having entered into a contract, still running, with the Ferriere 
Italiane, is reaping immense advantage from the rise in the price 
of iron. 

The local prices on 21st October in Palermo were as follows :— 


Lire. 
Wrought iron tubing per 100 kilos. 


The duty on the above is as follows :— 

Wrought iron tubes having a thickness of 4 m/ms or more : 
12 lire per 100 kilos. ; ditto of less than 4 but over 14 m/ms 15 
lire per 100 kilos. ; ditto of 1} m/ms and less, 15 lire per 100 kilos. ; 
plus municipal dues of 1:50 lire per 100 kilos, 

Rolled or hammered iron in rods or bars :-— 

1. Not having in section any diameter or side of 7 m/ms or less, 
6 lire per 100 kilos. 

2. Having in section one or more sides or diameters of 7 mms 
or less, but exceeding 5 m/ms, 7 lire per 100 kilos. 

3. Having in section one or more sides or diameters of 5 m/ms 
or less, 9 lire per 100 kilos. plus municipal dues of 1 lire on 
Articles 1 and 2 and lire 1:50 per 100 kilos. on Article 3. On cast 
iron tubes the Customs duty is 5 lire per 100 kilos., besides 
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the statistical tax of 10 centimes, and the municipal dues of 1 lire 
per 100 kilos. All Customs duties are payable in gold; that is 
to say, at about 8 per cent. over the par value of Italian currency. 
Railway wheels have been imported from Belgium. Wrought 
iron tubing was formerly imported from the United Kingdom ; 
but at present it does not appear as though it were possible to 
import it at a profit. The rate of exchange during September has 


been about 27-20 lire per £ sterling for purchasing drafts on 
London. 


Exports oF TARTARIC MaTERIALS FROM ITALY IN 1898-99. 


The following statement showing the quantities and value of 
tartaric material exported from Italy in the 12 months ended 30th 
September, 1899, has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office :— 


Quality. Exported to. | Quantity. Value. 
| 
| Tons. £ 
United States... 65 
| Great Britain ... 3115 
Half refined tartar... .. +, Germany 421°5 74,550 
| 162 | 
Other countries sal 423°5 
United States ... 759 
Vinaccia argols | Great Britain ... 1,350 138,600 
|| Other countries ni 582 
(| United States ... ies 1,394 | 
Great Britain ... ee 140 
Other countries wie 180 } 
Great Britain ... 744 
Winclees 4] France 96 29,450 
| Other countries ee 1,315 


THe FRUIT CARRYING TRADE BETWEEN SICILY AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 18th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, transmitting a 
memorandum on a combination which has been arranged between 
the New York and Mediterranean Steamship Company, of 
Liverpool, and Messrs. J. & V. Florio, of Palermo, for controlling 
the fruit carrying trade between the United States and Sicily. 

The memorandum states that, until recently there has been 
much competition, and rate cutting in the fruit-carrying traffic 
between the United States and Sicily. The New York and 
Mediterranean Steamship Company (Phelps Line}, of Liverpool, 
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being also fruit buyers in Sicily, keep up a steady competition in 
which the firm most engaged was that of Messrs. J. & V. Florio, of 
Palermo. In order to remedy a state of affairs which appeared 
likely also to affect the lemon and orange cultivation of Sicily, 
these two firms have come to an arrangement which will have an 
immediate effect on the coming season. In future the ships of 
these two companies will load alternately, at freights to be agreed 
upon. An advance on recent freights will at once take place. 
This will probably also affect freights for European ports. 


Coa TRADE OF PALERMO wiTH THE Unirep Kinapom. 


A despatch, dated 17th October last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consu! at Palermo containing statistics 
of the coal trade at Palermo for the first six months of 1899, in 
comparison with the same periods of 1898 and 1897. These 
figures show that the tonnage handled by British ships during the 
first half of 1897 was 49,637 tons, as against 31,244 tons in the 
first half of 1898, and 28,996 tons in the first six months of 1899. 


THE SULPHUR TRADE. 


With reference to a note on p. 723 of the ‘“ Board of Trade 
Journal” for June last, a further despatch has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, reporting that 
the exports of sulphur from Sicily up to 30th September of the 
current year were, as compared with the previous year, as follows :— 


Tons. 
Exports from Ist January to 30th September, 1899 384,532 
” ” 1898 372,899 
Increase for current year... Tons 11,633" 


Taking a complete twelvemonth, the exports were as follows :— 


Tons. 
1st October, 1898, to 30th September, 1899 wee = 479,474 
1897 1898 454,659 
Increase for present year... Tons 24,815 


THE SIcILIAN SuMACH TRADE. 


With reference to a notice on p. 468 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for October, 1899, a further report to the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Consul, at Palermo, states that the operation of the two 
first months of the new Sicilian Sumach Ring have not been very 
promising. This result is chiefly due to the high prices demanded 
for this commodity. Sicilian grinders have full stores of the new 
crop; extra storage has also been requisitioned, Very little, 
scarcely any, sumach has gone to the United Kingdom. 
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Extensive sumach cultivation has been started in Cyprus. If 
the Cyprus sumach should succeed, and be kept free from the 
Sicilian Ring, it will be a serious factor to consider in the market. 

Some parcels of Cyprus sumach shipped to the United Kingdom 
were found to “ spot” the skins in which it was used. This defect 
was attributed by English tanners to imperfect ventilation or 
milling. 

In Marseilles, where another parcel was shipped, the French 
tanners came to the conclusion that the spotting might, be due to 
the presence of iron in the soil on which the Cyprus sumach was 
raised. 

On the other hand, in the early days of the Sicilian trade, it was 
found that sumach had to be carefully stowed on board iron 
vessels in order to keep it free from all other freight which might 
cause damp vapours or a dropping of rust on the sumach, as this 
caused spotting. 

A further despatch dated 13th October last, states that on that 
date an advance of 1 lire (9.6d.) per kilog. was made in each kind 
of sumach, as compared with the prices of 14th September quoted 
on p. 468 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for October. 

A later dispatch dated 31st October, reports that on that day a 
fluctuation again occurred in the local purchasing prices offered for 
sumach by the Sicilian sumach ring for delivery at their mills in 
Palermo. ‘The prices fell to 17-75 lire per 100 kilogs. for baling 
leaf (mascolino), Ist quality ; 17°50 lire per 100 kilogs. for grind- 
ing leaf (mascolino), 2nd quality, and 14-50 lire per 100 kilogs. for 
femminello, 1st quality, instead of 18-40 lire, 18°15 lire, and 15°20 
lire respectively, as quoted on October 13th last. 


THE INpusTRY oF MESSINA. 

A despatch, dated 27th September last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Palermo, forwarding a 
memorandum on the silk industry of Messina for 1898, which 
states that the production of raw silk in Sicily is an industry 
which has fallen very much from its former importance. Messina 
appears to be the only province in which the rearing of silkworms 
is still practised. On the other side of the Straits of Messina, in 
Calabria--in the jurisdiction of H.M. Consulate of Naples—the 
culture ot silkworms is of greater extent. 

During the year 1898, the quantity of raw silk which passed 
through the Conditioning House of Messina was 500 bales, weighing 
net 47,982 kilos. The cocoons from the fresh to the dry stage 
lose about 60 per cent.; thus the price of fresh cocoons being 
about four lire a kilo., whilst that of dry cocoons is about 12 
lire per kilo. At the present time the price of dry cocoons is from 
13 to 14 lire per kilo. The future for silk and cocoons being very 
promising, there is a prospect of a further advance in the prices. 

The Messina Condition House is the property of the Chamber of 
Commerce. The system employed for testing the raw silk is very 
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similar to the “‘ Talabot-Persoz-Rogeat Desiccator” used in Lyons, 
the difference being in the mode of heating the air chamber. The 
Messina desiccator was designed by Milesi, and made by the firm 
of Domenico Cangi, of Milan. 

The local price of raw silk at Messina on 22nd September was 
55 to 56 lire per kilo.; that of Frisons about eight lire per kilo. 

The total output of raw silk of Messina during 1898 is difficult 
to state, but competent authorities value the exports at about 
2,000,000 lire worth. The production of Frisons was estimated at 
about 10,000 kilos. 

The exports principally went to Lyons by rail, or by sea to 
Marseilles. About one-tenth of the production goes to the United 
Kingdom by sea. The Custom House statistics for 1898 give the 
exports from Messina as follows:—To Austria, 3,105 kilos.; United 
States, 4,043 kilos. ; Great Britain, 2,307 kilos. ; total export of raw 
silk, 9,455 kilos., plus 12,183 kilos. of waste silk to France. These 
figures compared with those supplied by the Messina Condition 
House, show some discrepancy, probably due to the mode in which 
the silk has been exported. About 6,000 kilos. of silk came over 
to Messina during 1898 from Calabria. 

There are seven or eight spinning houses in Messina. The most 
important are those of the British firm of “E. J. Eaton ” which 
possess together 286 reels, employing several hundred hands 
permanently. The other spinning houses have on an average 50 
reels each. 

The purchasing season for cocoons is from 20th May to 15th July. 

The Messina silk is said to be of a superior quality to that 
produced in other parts of Italy. 

During the last two years the Exchange has favoured the export 
houses of Messina dealing in silk, and the prospects of the trade 
are considered to be on a promising footing. 

There has been no disease among the silkworms since Pasteur’s 
discoveries. 


TRADE OF BosNIA AND HERZEGOVINA IN 1898. 


According to a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul-General at Serajevo, the total weight of all imports into 
Bosnia and the Herzegovina in the year 1898 was 1,937,290 
quintals, and of all exports 3,861,759 quintals. In weight, there- 
fore, the exports were nearly double the imports, but that is easily 
accounted for by the exportation of timber and coal alone, which 
amounted to nearly two million quintals. In value, according to 
the Consul-General, there is little doubt that the imports exceed 
the exports. 


SERVIA. 


With reference to an article on pp. 160-163 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for February, 1899, a despatch, dated 26th October, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Chargé d’ Affaires 
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at Belgrade, reporting that a law has been promulgated in the 
Official Gazette, amending Article 2 of the Railway Construction 
Law of the 6th and 18th December, 1898, by which it was pro- 
vided that the proposed new railway through the Timoh Valley in 
the East of Servia with its extension from Nisch to Prokouplje, 
should be built to normal gauge (1°435 metres). 

The law as now amended permits these lines to be constructed 
to either normal or narrow (0°75 metres) gauge. 


THE GERMAN CABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. 


A memorandum by the Commercial Attaché to H.M. Embassy 
at Berlin has been received at the Board of Trade through 
the Foreign Office, which states that the new cable from 
Germany to the United States will probably be open to the 
public on the Ist April, 1900. It is expected that the cable 
station at Fayal in the Azores will then be ready. A director and 
six to eight clerks will be sent out to that place to work the cable. 

In connection with this subject it is of interest to note that the 
first German cable-ship will be launched at Glasgow at the end of 
October. This vessel belongs to the “ North German Sea Cable 
Works,” which were founded in May of this year. Its capital 
consists of 3,000,000 marks (150,000/.), of which half the shares 
are owned by the firm of Felten and Guilleaume and the other half 
by the German Atlantic Telegraph Company. It is this latter 
Company that is to lay and work the new cable from Emden to 
New York via the Azores during next summer.’ The cable works 
of this Company will be ready next spring and in working order. 
They have been founded with the object of supplying in the future 
any cables that may be required especially for the German Govern- 
ment, and for the various German telegraph companies, and also 
in order that the German Empire may take part in the future in 
the production of the world’s cables. The new cable-ship which 
will be delivered at the end of November will be employed in 
repairing existing, and in laying new cables. It is hoped 
that this new enterprise will soon expand into a very important 
business, and that other German cables will soon be laid in other 
parts of the world. 


PROJECTED TRANSATLANTIC SERVICE BETWEEN BREST AND 
New York. 


A despatch dated 11th October last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Brest on the subject of the 
proposed Trans-Atlantic Service between Brest and New York. 
It is stated that arrangements are practically completed for a fort- 
nightly service early next year between Brest and New York by 
fast British steamers connecting with the service of “Trains de 
Luxe,” to run in about nine hours between Brest and Paris. If 
successful it is to be made a weekly service. 


4 
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THe Riguts or Hawaltan VESSELS. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of an executive order by the President of the United States, 
dated the 18th September last, directing “that the issue of 
registers to vessels by the authorities of Hawaii, entitling such 
vessels to all the 1ights and privileges of Hawaiian vessels in the 
ports of nations, or upon the high seas, shall hereafter cease.” 


TRADE OF Uruauay In 1899. 
The following tables, which are extracted from the “ Montevideo 
Times,” show the figures of the foreign trade of Uruguay for the 


first six months of 1899, as compared with similar periods of 1898 
and 1897. 


A.— Imports. 
Six months ended 30th June. 
Articles. 

1897. 1898. 1899. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Beverages in general 1,263,627 1,475,971 1,240,867 
Comestibles, cereals and spices... ---| 1,836,918 2,237,593 2,401,965 
Tobaccos and cigars oS. ve ar 92,612 111,521 123,300 
Stuffs and woven goods ... 1,633,815 2,587,406 2,533,098 
Made clothing 439,182 743,541 730,747 

Raw and industrial material and ma- 

chinery ... 2,445,036 3,136,235 3,046,789 
Various ARs 1,082,683 1,314,096 1,283,216 
Live stock ... 477,332 1,658,009 1,603,781 
Total ... 9,271,205 | 13,246,372 | 12,963,763 


B.— Exports. 
Six months ended 30th June. 
Articles. 

1897. 1898. 1899. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Live stock ... 623,649 224,704 233,699 
Slaughter house products ... aha eo», 16,017,486 | 14,922,467 | 19,586,571 
Agricultural products 684,963 2,958,412 1,622,781 
Other products 152,399 1€0,907 113,708 
Provisions for vessels pas side ; | 46,727 42,029 45,842 
Total ... ‘ 17,527,944 | 18,250,026 | 21,605,123 


RatLway Extension IN LOANDA. 

A despatch, dated 9th September, last has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H. M. Consul at St. Paul de Loanda, reporting 
that in the “Boletin Official” of the 9th September last, the 
extension of the Ambaca railway to the right bank of the river 


| 
| 
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Lucala, a distance of about 3863} kilometres from Loanda, was 
declared open to traffic. 

A commission to examine the last portion of the line was 
appointed on the 2nd September, and the announcement referred 
to is no doubt the outcome of that official inspection of the line. 


Bounties ON BEET SuGAR IN CHILE. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a Bill approved by Congress for the payment of bounties 
on the production of raw beet sugar in Chile, as follows :— 

Article 1. The President of the Republic is authorised to pay 
two centavos per kilogram. of raw beet sugar produced in the 
country, to last for six years, dating from the Ist January, 1899. 
The annual grant shall not exceed the following amounts :— 


Dols. 
For 1899 ... se ... 25,000 currency. 
100,000 
» 1904. ... 100,000 


Should these amounts not be sufficient to pay the bounty of two 
centavos per kilogram.,they shall be divided proportionately to the 
quantity of sugar produced. 

Article 2. For a term of ten years the tariff for the transport of 
beets on the State railways shall not be raised to a rate higher 
than that obtaining on the 31st December, 1898. 

During the same period the tariff for molasses and raw sugar on 
first leaving the agricultural establishments and manufactories in 
full trucks, shall not exceed the tariffs now charged on articles of 
the fifth class. 

Article 3. To obtain the bounties the producers shall furnish 
proof of the quantity produced, and comply with the following 
conditions :— 

1. Establish the legal domicil in Chile. 

2. Furnish any information which the President of the 
Republic may desire respecting the industry, as well as other data 
such as may be conducive to the object aimed at in this law. 

With reference to the above, it may be interesting to observe 
that on page 30 of the Report on Chile by Mr. T. Worthington, the 
Special Commissioner appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire 
into the condition and prospects of British Trade in South 
America, it was mentioned that the two principal sugar factories 
in Chile had bought up between them an extensive and modernly- 
equipped beet sugar factory, erected within the last few years at a 
place called Parral, on the railway between Santiago and Con- 
cepcion, which failed under its former owners through being 
unable to get the beetroot grown. It was stated that this 
difficulty, however, the present owners of the factory are confident 
of being able to overcome, and that the country is admirably suited 
to the growth of beets. 
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XXIV.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES, 


THE Cotton INDUsTRY. 


The following table, based on returns issued by the India 
Office, shows the output of cotton yarn and cotton woven goods in 
India in the years 1896-97, 1897-98, and 1898-99. 


Cotton Yarn. | Cotton Woven Goods. 


| 
1896-97. 1897-98. 1898-99. | 1896-97. | 1897-98. | 1898-99. 


British :— Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Tbs. Ibs. 
Madras om -| 29,819,326 | $2,515,445 | 30,728,346 || 5,285,169 | 5,320,781 6,126,279 
Bombay es «+. | 802,294,963 | 324,649,184 | 368,036,820 || 67,023,766 | 73,481,564 | 82,366,121 

ea -| 42,106,993 | 44,806,625 | 45,517,686 282,271 63,266 58,605 
N.W. Provinces and 
Oudh (getuding 22,548,473 | 26,746,853 | 32,282,514 || 2,888,824 | 3,042,901 | 4,084,580 

Ajmer Merwara, 

Punjab 5,814,834 | 6,606,919 | 7,243,709 873,146 | 1,007,533 865,748 
Cen: Provinces ...| 17,611,811 | 18,334,320 | 18,807,910 || 5,061,882 | 5,110,292 5,156,956 


Total, British India| 419,196,400 | 453,659,346 | 502,616,985 || 81,415,058 | 88,026,427 | 98,658,289 


ForricN TERRITORY :— 

The Hyderabad as- 
signed Districts 
and the Native 
States of Indore, 3,988,427 | 8,936,484 | 9,754,751 |] 1,517,746 | 3,261,224 | 3,026,738 
ysore 
Nandgaon, an 
Bhavnagar ... 


Grand total ... Ibs.| 423,184,827 | 462,595,830 | 512,371,736 || 82,982,804 | 91,287,651 | 101,685,022 


THE MANUFACTURE OF ALUMINIUM Goops IN INDIA. 


Prof. Chatterton, of the College of Engineering and the School 
of Arts, Madras, writes to the “ Madras Mail” stating that the 
manufacture of domestic utensils of aluminium is making a 

at stride in India. The work was originally started at the 
School of Arts, but there are now several other centres of manu- 
facture, and the more general adoption of the metal is being 
hastened by the prevailing high prices of copper and tin. A large 
order for cooking vessels for the 28th Madras Infantry has recently 
been filled at the school. These vessels have almost of necessity to 
be made by hand, since each native regiment has its own patterns. 
The production of a suitable water bottle is, however, a difficulty, 
as the flat pattern is not easily made in aluminium since soldering 
cannot be used ; whilé a cylindrical pattern cannot be conveniently 
carried. Aluminium hasalso recently been used as a bearing metal 
for shafting in the Madras College of Engineering and has proved 
satisfactory. 


TRADE RETURNS OF CaPE CoLony. 


The following table from Official Returns published in the 
D 


a 
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“Cape of Good. Hope Government Gazette” shows the value of 


the trade of Cape Colony for the first eight months of 1899 :— 


- Eight Months ended 


-8lst August. 
1898. 1899, 
Merchandise ses eve oes | 9,929,856 9,913,230 
Government articles. ... eee |.. 1,002,252 654,741 _ 
Total 10,932,108 | 10,567,971 
Grand Total .... _.... | 10,991,556” | 11,881,435 
- EXPORTS :— 
; Colonial products (exclusive of diamonds, gold, 
and specie) soe | 2,793,166 2,683,578 
Diamonds ... ese | 3,139,400 3,277,721 
Gold, raw ... ioe 10,021,720 12,180,414 
Total eee | 15,954,286 | 18,141,713 
- Value of imported goods re-exported ... se 201,964. 221,692 
Total .-. | 16,156,250 | 18,363,405 
Specie os ove ove 386,458 72,194 
Grand Total os ee | 16,542,708 | 18,435,599 
Customs duties... 1,215,596 | 1,193,454 


REVENUE OF CoLony. 


- A eommunication has been received from the Agent-General for 
the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts from the “Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette” of 26th September last, from which it 
appears that the total unaudited revenue, including railway receipts, 
in the two months July-August last was 1,069,858/., as compared 


with 1,089,212. for a similar period of 1898. 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN NATAL. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 
copy of an Act relating to quarantine in the ports of Natal, which 


states :— 


1. Whenever a ship shall arrive in this Colony 
(a) Having sailed from or touched at any place proclaimed 
as an Infected place under Law No. 4, 1882; or 


(b) Having any persons or things on board which have come, 
or are suspected to have come, either directly or in- 


. directly from such place ; 


a 
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(c) Under any circumstances creating a suspicion that there 
are on board any persons or things likely to introduce 
disease into the Colony or to be dangerous. to the 
public health ; 

it shall be lawful for the Governor either to prohibit the landing of 
any persons or things from such ship, or to order that no persons or 
things shall be landed, except by permission of the Health Officer or 
other named authority, and upon compliance with the regulations 
made under this Act; or the Governor may by such order impose 
any special conditions to be complied with either before or upon 
the landing of any such person or thing. 

2. Upon the arrival of any ship under such circumstances as 
aforesaid, and pending the receipt of the Governor’s instructions, 
the Health Officer shall have authority to exercise all or any of the 
powers conferred by the preceding section. He shall at once report 
for the information of the Governor any action so taken by him. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE IN RHODESIA. 

A correspondent of the “Scientific American,” writing from 
Inyanga, Rhodesia, states that cheap calico, in lengths of about 
2 yds., for native loin-cloths, sells better than almost anything else. 
Small coloured glass beads and fine brass wire for the native trade 
are also in demand. ‘The wines and liquors are of a very 
inferior grade and very expensive. Scotch whiskey and Dop 
Cape brandy have the largest sale. 

Pith helmets, which sell at 17s. 6d. apiece, would be in great 
demand if less expensive. Good hunting-knives, rifles, and shot- 
guns can hardly be purchased except at second-hand and at many 
times their value. Of rifles, the Martini-Henry and Lee-Metford 
303, are almost exclusively used ; ammunition for the former costs 
11. per 100; for the latter 30s. A box magazine rifle to take the 
Martini-Henry cartridge would have an enormous sale. Magazine 
rifles fetch about 10/., and Express 15/. to 201. second-hand ; 12 
gauge shotgun cartridges, black powder, cost over 5 dol, per 100. 

Good-sized mules and horses fetch exorbitant prices ; almost any 
kind of a beast will fetch 401. to 601. Horses die off in large 
numbers every rainy season of a “lung sickness,” and it is this 
that keeps the price up. 

Last, but not least, any publishing house selling cheap editions 
of good works of fiction would reap a golden harvest. There are 
not many amusements in a new country like this, and wherever 
one goes, the first question is, “ Have you anything to read?” The 
country is growing, and a trade properly managed should con- 
stantly increase. 

The nearest seaport to Rhodesia is Beira, whence a railroad runs 
to Umtali and Salisbury. 


POPULATION OF AUSTRALASIA. 


The following official figures quoted by the Melbourne “J ‘as 
D 
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of Commerce” show the estimated population of the various 
Australasian Colonies on 31st December last :— 


New South Wales ... 44.0 
Queensland .. oss "498, 523 
South Australia proper 362,897 
South Australia (Northern Territory) sive 4,903 
Western Australia ... ks 168,129 
New Zealand wie 743,463 
§ 1898... 4,476,958 

Total, Australasia 1897... 4,410,151 


With regard more especially to New Zealand, the ~ 
General of that colony estimates the population on 30th J une, 1899, 
as 747,930, exclusive of Maoris. Of these, 394,246 are males, 
and 353,684 females. The latest account of the numbers of 
Maoris is that of the census of 1896, and as births and deaths of 
Maoris are not recorded, later numbers cannot be estimated. At 
the time of the census of 1896, the total number of Maoris 
returned was 39,854; males 21,673, and females 18,181. 


THE COMMERCIAL CONGRESS AT PHILADELPHIA. 

The Commercial Congress has passed the following resolutions :— 
(1) Recommending all nations to join a union for the registration 
of trade marks; (2) recommending all Governments to establish 
a parcel post system; (3) in favour of uniform trade statistics for 
all nations; (4) requesting the nations to establish an inter- 
national bureau for the collection and dissemination of agricultural 
reports ; (5) recommending the Philadelphia Commercial Museum 
to the support of Governments and Chambers of Commerce ; 
(6) recommending international arbitration as far as possible ; 
(7) endorsing the speedy construction of an Inter-oceanic canal. 


New Raitways MExico. 


The following information with regard to new railways in 
Mexico is taken from the “ Railway Age ” :— 

“ A railroad has been completed from Juile, on the Tehauntepec 
Railway, to San Juan Evangelista, 30 kilometers. 

“A concession has been granted to Licenciados Joaquin D. 
Casasus and Rosendo Pineda for a railway from the city of Merida 
to the port of Progreso in the State of Yucatan. Surveys are to 
begin at once. 

“The State Legislature of Jalisco has approved the contracts 
made by Governor Curiel with Mr. Pablo Martinez del Rio, repre- 
senting the Mexican Centra! Railway, for the construction of branch 
lines from Guadalajara to Ciudad Guzman and Tonila, and to San 
Marcos and Tequila.” 
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WARNING TO CORRESPONDENTS WITH BRAZIL. 


The “ Deutsche Export Zeitung,” of Berlin, says that according 
to the postal regulations of Brazil, it is prohibited to mail in an 
ordinary or a registered letter treasury notes or bank notes, 
certified checks, coupons for dividends or interest, lottery tickets, 

tage stamps, postage certificates, revenue stamps of the 
Treasury of the Union or of the single States, or any other papers 
of value payable either at sight or to the bearer, no matter whether 
they be due or not. Infringements of this regulation will result 
in confiscation of the fourth part of the enclosed values, It would 
appear that the Brazilian postal authorities are applying the above 
regulation also to foreign mail. In order to avoid trouble and 
damages, it will, therefore, commend itself to foreign correspon- 
dents to refrain, for the present, from forwarding papers of the 
aforesaid description to Brazil by means of ordinary or registered 
letters. 


OPENING FOR AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN PERU, 


The German Consul at Cuzco reports that there exists 
in Peru a good demand for agricultural machinery suitable 
for smali concerns in the interior of that country. These machines, 
he says, have to be arranged in small sections in order to enable them 
to be made up in packages not over 75 kilograms (165 pounds 
English) for transportation on mules’ backs. Manufacturers should 
say in their lists whether the respective machines are suitable for 
mule transportation or not, and give exact weights of the different 
sections. This is a point of great importance, and cannot be 
sufficiently impressed upon manufacturers’ minds. 


Import TRADE OF THE FRENCH Soupan, 


The “ Politique Coloniale” gives the following figures, showing 
the value of the imports into the French Soudan, via Senegal and 
the Giva, during the first three months of 1899, as compared with a 
corresponding period of 1898 :— 


First Quarter | First Quarter 
of 1898. of 1899. 
Products of Senegal } 15,000 8,000 
Total ... ove 26,000 22,200 


IN GERMAN East AFRICA. 


The “ Suez Canal Bulletin” states that the following trunk lines 
have been decided on in German East Africa, viz., (1) a line 
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already in course of construction from the port of Tanga on the 
Indian Ocean, to Nassa on the shores of Spike Gulf, situated in the 
south of Lake Victoria Nyanza, passing through Usambura and 
the district which lies between the southern slope of Mount Kilima- 
Ndjaro and the north of Lakes Mandjara and Ejassi: and (2) a 
line starting from the port of Dar-és-Salam across Ugami, to md 
southern point of Lake Tanganyika. 


TRADE OF FRENCH InDo-CHINA IN 1898. 

According to recently published statistics the value of the 
imports into French Indo-China in the year 1898 (approximate 
figures) was 3,987,000/. as compared with 3,527,000/. in 1897. 
The exports in 1898 may be estimated at 5, 140, 0001. as against 
4,689,0001. in 1897. 

French Indo-China consists of Cochin China; Cambodia, Annam, 
and Tonkin. It may be stated that Cochin China and Cambodia, 
though by far the smallest of these divisions, absorbed between 
them in 1898 2,199,0001. of the import and 4,320,000/. of the 
export trade. This may be said to be chiefly due to the enormous 
production of rice in Cochin China, of which 431,000 tons were 
exported in 1897, and 624,000 tons in 1898. 


THE PROJECTED RaiLways IN ToNnxKIN. 

In an article in the ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal,” for March last, 
on the “Trade and Industry of French Indo-China,” reference was 
made to a scheme laid before the French Government for the con- 
struction of several important railway lines connecting the chief 
trading places of the colony. A note in the “ Monde Economique,” 
of 14th October last, states that no tenders at all have been 
reeeived for the carrying out of the preliminary works in the con- 
struction of the lines between Hanoi and Haiphong, Hanoi and 
Viétry, or Hanoi and Nink-Bink. The Tonkinese journals, it is 
said, attribute this unanimous abstention to the conditions of 


; tender, which are stated to be too severe on some points and too 


ambiguous on others. 


at Kiau Cuav. 

The French Chargé d’Affairés at Berlin reports that shipping in 
the port of Kiao Chau has much increased of late. From October, 
1898, to April, 1899, an average of from 10 to 12 vessels per month 
entered the harbour. During the month of May this number rose 
to 20, viz. :—12 German steamers (of which 11 were subventioned 
by the Imperial Government), 2 Japanese and 4 British steamers, 
and 2 American sailing vessels. In June the number rose to 25, 
viz., 12 German steamers (of which 9 were subventioned), 4 
Japanese, 1 Russian, 1 Corean and 6 British steamers, and 1 
German sailing vessel. The vessels of the Russian Company 
“Steam Navigation in the East,” running between Shanghai and 
Port Arthur, will in future call at the port of Tsintau. 
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TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN. 


In connection with the International Commercial Congress at 
Philadelphia, one of the Japanese delegates, Mr. Ikeda Kenzo, 
Vice-president of the Nippon Boyeki Kyokai, has compiled 
statistics showing the course of trade between Japan and the 


United States for the past 25 years. 


The 


following figures from 


this return are quoted from the “‘ Japan Weekly Mail” :— 


Exports from Japan to | Imports into Japan from 
Years, the United Btates. The United States. 
Yen. Yen. 
1893 27,000,000 6,000,000 
1894 43,000,000 10,000,000 
1895 eos 54,000,000 9,200,000 
1896 31,000,000 16,900,000 
1897 52,000,000 27,000,000 
47,000,000 40,000,000 


The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
exported from Japan to the United States :— 


1896, 1897. 1898. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Rawsilk ... 32,000,000 25,000,000 
Tea 5,200.000 6,500,000 6,500,000 
Habutaye ... A 2,200,000 3,500,000 4,000,000 
Silk fabric ii gat 1,900,000 1,500,000 1,600,000 
Fancy matting ... 2,600,000 2,700,000 3,700,000 


The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported into Japan from the United States :— 


— 1896. 1897. 1898. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Machinery 1,100,000 4,200,000 3,000,000 
lron 670,000 2,700,000 4,100,000 
Kerosene ... 5,300,0000 5,900,000 5,900,000 
Cotton... 4,200,000 7,200,000 14,000,000 
Flour 980,000 1,100,000 3,900,000 
Tobacco ... spe awe 520,000 830,000 2,900,000 


IMporTS OF FLANNELS INTO JAPAN. 

The following figures from a vernacular paper are quoted in the 
“Japan Weekly Mail,” and relate to the import of flannels into 
Japan during the last three years :— 
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Value of Percentage of | Percentage of 
Year. Imported Flannel | Imports from | Imports from 
in Yen. Germany. ngland. 
1896... ose 1,999,444 89°9 101 
1806 ~~... 1,360,037 88°7 11°3 
1899 (first half) 72,522 61:7 38°3 


Of course, the comparatively large percentage of English flannel 
now sold is chiefly due to the fact that the demand for the 
German material, which is thick and heavy, is principally among 
the lower orders, who have not of late been active buyers, whereas 
the thin, fine flannels of England are gaining favour among the 
better classes. It is said that the German flannel is really going 
out of favour and that the English takes its place to a limited 
extent only. The Goto Flannel Factory is turning out very good 
fabrics, but cannot yet compete successfully with the imported 
goods. 


PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF RICE IN JAPAN. 

_ The “Japan Weekly Mail” gives some figures relating to the 
rice crop in Japan of the current year, which have been published 
by the Department of Agriculture and Commerce. It is compiled 
from returns from all the Prefectures throughout the Empire, except 
Shiga, Hiroshima, and Kumamoto, which, not having furnished 
reports, are put at the average figure. The Department’s forecast 
is that the crop will be 11:7 per cent. less than last year’s, and 6:5 
per cent. above the average, which is 39,302,901 koku. It must be 
noted, however, that the official figures were collected prior to the 
last storm, which necessitates more or less modification, and that 
they take no account of the exceedingly unseasonable weather that 
has prevailed throughout the current month. The yields for each 
year since 1887 are as follows :— 


Koku. Koku. 

1888... 98,645,583 1895... ... 939,920,882 
1889... 933,007,566 1896... 986,199,771 
1890 __... 43,037,809 933,039,293 
938,123,548 1808... ... 47,387,666 
1892... = 41,378,474 1899... 41,481,995 
1893__... 37, 199,663 


The “ Japan Mail ” in another article states that there is a 
theory, pretty generally entertained, that the consumption of rice 
in Japan has increased greatly during the past ten or fifteen years. 
The theory rests chiefly on the hypothesis that the standard of 
living has improved steadily during the Meiji era, and that 
families which seldom tasted rice in former times regard it now as 
an essential staple of daily food. It is confidently asserted that 
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such is the case in rural districts, and the same rule should apply 
to the inhabitants of the towns. A table has just been published, 
however, which cannot be said to support the theory. In order 
to determine the quantity of rice actually consumed, the com- 
pilers of the table have taken the yield of rice each year, 
subtracted from it the quantity exported, and added the quantity’ 
imported. Their figures are these :— 


| 

Year. Yield, | Export. Import. | Consumption. 
Koku. | Koku. Koku. | Koku. 
1888 ...| 88,645,473 1,310,852 22,994 37,357,615 
1889... 83,007,566 | 153,817 | 2,042,931 | 34,896,680 
1890 48,037,809 | 799,400 745,781 42,984,150 
1891 ose ose 38,123,548 | 486,666 366,360 38,003,242 
1892 ove eee 41,378,474 635,415 621,813 41,364,872 
1898 87,199,668 570,052 | 1,468,724 | 38,098,335 
1894 ove eee 41,815,714 719,324 749,045 41,845,435 
1895 ove 39,920,882 756,803 827,556 39,991,635 
1896 sus eee «| 36,199,771 517,678 | 2,800,653 38,482,746 
1897 soe 33,039,293 420,472 | 5,198,334 37,817,155 
Totals ... ...|382,368,193 6,370,519 14,844,191 | 390,841,860 
| 

Average ... eae] 88,236,819 | 637,052 | 1,484,419 | 39,084,186 


Nore.—Koku = 4962 bushels. 

In calculating the number of koku exported, 250 catties have 
been taken as 1 koku, and for imports, 225 catties. 

It would appear from this table that the average yearly 
consumption of rice is about a million koku greater than the 
average yield, and that, consequently, that quantity must be 
imported. But there does not appear to be any marked tendency 
to increased consumption. 


TRADE OF TAHITI IN 1898, 


According to a statement in “ La Politique Coloniale ” the value 
of the trade of Tahiti for the last five years has been as follows :— 


Years. Imports into Tahiti. | Exports from Tahiti, 
£ 
108,000 125,600 
1895 ove 101,600 106,400 
ose ose 152,000 126,000 


In 1898, the value of imports from France and French colonies 
amounted to 28,4001., from New Zealand and the United Kingdom 
to 30,800/., and from the United States to 51,000/. The imports 
from France and French colonies in 1897 amounted in value to 
only 15,6001. 
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. The exports consist chiefly of coprah, mother-of-pearl, and 
vanilla. In 1898 the value of the exports to the United States 
was 40,900/., to New Zealand and the United Kingdom 32,0001., 
and to France and French colonies 4,0001. only. 

A later report gives the value of the total imports into Tahiti 
for the first six months of 1899 as 43,5001., of which 4,300/. came 
from France. The exports for the same period of six months were 
valued at 59,300/., of which only about 8001. went to the mother 
country. 


2 


PASTEBOARD ROOFING SHINGLES IN JAPAN. 
Possible Opening for New Industry in India. 


The “Japanese Times” states that the Tokyo Card and Paste- 
board Co., the largest in its line in Japan, is now making a thick 
tarred pasteboard as a substitute for shingles in roofing. The 
paper shingles are in active demand, being about 50 per cent. 
cheaper and more easily managed than the wooden article. The 
“Indian Textile Journal,” commenting on the above, says that it 
is doubtful if Japan is as well off for vegetable fibrous materials as 
India, but Japan is enormously in advance of India in the know- 
ledge of paper-making and in utilising its natural resources. 
What is required for the production of cardboard is a supply of 
coarse fibre and a cement to hold it together. India lacks neither 
of these, although they have not yet received sufficient attention. 
Waste sugar cane produces a fibre eminently suited for cardboard 
making, and the contained sugar is an ingredient that could be 
fixed chemically as a cement. ‘The milk of the cactus, so common 
among railway fences, contains a gum that has been used for 
closing letters. An antiseptic would be required to arrest ferment- 
ation in many fibres; but the substances used in size preparation 
are well known and easily procurable in India. The uses of a 
strong and well made cardboard are so numerous as to offer a 
strong inducement to the manufacturer. They include, boxes, 
panels, partitions, roofing, ceilings, bookboards and advertisement 
cards of all sizes. The tarred cardboard would not suit on a roof 
in India on account of its disposition to heat in the sun and 
soften. It would also require to be prepared with pitch of very 
high melting point to stand even the shade temperature. A paper 
roof would be far superior to sheet iron as a protection against the 
sun, and paper panels with an embossed device on them would 
offer a very neat, light and substantial filling as panels for screens. 


| 
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XXV.—-PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol— At a recent monthly meeting of the Council of this 
Chamber, Mr. T. T. Lindyea, president, in the chair, a letter was 
read from the hon. secretary intimating that his Excellency the 
Chinese Minister would visit the city during January next, and 
that arrangements were being made whereby the local authorities 
were being invited to make the visit a success, and give his 
Excellency an official welcome, and also soliciting the co-operation 
of the Chamber in the matter. 

A memorial was read from twenty-one corn merchants, addressed 
to the Council of the Chamber, in which they stated that they 
desired to bring before the notice of the Chamber the serious loss 
sustained by the corn and flour trade, and, it was presumed, by 
other trades of this city, through the inadequate supply of trucks, 
from time to time, by the Great Western Railway Company. 
This shortness of supply had occurred annually during the autumn 
months for the past few years, but it had been far more keenly felt 
this year than in previous years. It was a difficulty with both the 
Midland and Great Western Railway Companies, but whilst the 
former company recognised it, and had successfully met their 
portion of the increased demands of the growing trade of Bristol, 
the latter company were apparently pursuing a halting policy, and 
entirely failed to keep up a sufficient supply of empty waggons for 
daily needs. One of the advantages which Bristol traders 
possessed, and which was about the only set-off they had to higher 
freight rates as compared with competitive ports, was a delivery 
of the grain ex ship: but when the supply of trucks so hopelessly 
broke down it could readily be seen that the inevitable result was 
a curtailment of area, and a serious loss to the traders. The 
memorialists therefore hoped that the Chamber would see their 
way to bring what pressure they could to bear upon the directors 
of the Great Western Railway Company, in order to secure a 
better supply in future. 

Other matters referred to were Shipowners and the Factory 
Act, the teaching of modern languages, local dock facilities, and 
the visit of the corn trade to Canada. 

Tiverpool— A. meeting of the Committee of the African trade 
section of this chamber was recently held under the chairmanship 
of Mr. A. L. Jones. 

With reference to the proposed folded woven goods ordinance 
for the Niger Coast Protectorate, the following letter addressed by 
a leading trader at Benin to the British Commissioner at Warri 
was read :— 


“Benin River, 30th August, 1899. 
“Sir,—I beg most respectfully to submit the following remarks 
regarding the proposed woven goods and weights and measures 
ordinance. The former, I note, is a copy of the Lagos Folded 
Woven Consolidation Ordinance, 1893, which was passed with the 
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advice and consent of the Legislative Council, this body being 
composed of the Lagos merchants. The Lagos trade i is, as you are 
aware, a cash trade, and totally different to ours; the ordinance 
may be an excellent thing for them, but would only further 
cramp and hamper our already poor trade. Even marking the 
yards and folds would be labour lost, as our natives cannot read, 
but please note that they invariably count the number of folds a 
piece contains and note the size of the fold. The complaints you 
receive from the market people regarding the poor quality and small 
sizes of the cloth are not worthy of a moment’s consideration, for 
the following reasons—for although they ask you for a better quality 
and a larger piece of cloth, they want it at the same price as the 
cheaper cloth, which, of course, is impossible, and if they are pre- 
pared to pay for a better quality they can obtain it at once, as every 
establishment has several qualities of cloths, which are, of course, 
sold at different prices. I may also mention that we, the merchants, 
are here for the sole purpose of trade, that we cater for the require- 
ments of our trade, and that when we import what is not wanted 
we alone are the sufferers, as the goods, whatever they may be, 
remain on our hands unsold. Regarding the weights and measures 
ordinance, I do not think the country is ripe for such measures, as 
I am not aware of a single article being sold either by weight or 
measure. When our native traders are educated enough to know 
the sterling value of our different articles of trade, then, in my 
opinion, the proposed ordinance will be useful. I cannot too 
strongly protest against any measures calculated to restrict the 
freedom of our trade, being passed without our consent, and would 
advise that the proposed measures be submitted to the merchants 
at home and their consent obtained, as in the case of the afore- 
mentioned Lagos Ordinance, 1893. me have, &c., . 

After the reading of the letter the subject of ‘the proposed 
measure was discussed. In the absence of any direct communica- 
tion from the Government of the Protectorate to the Chamber on 
the subject of the ordinance, it was resolved that a letter should be 
written to Sir Ralph Moor, Commissioner and Consul-General, re- 
presenting that no such ordinance should be approved without a 
clause enacting that the provisions of the ordinance should not 
come into force until at least two years have expired, as it would 
take that time to get rid of stocks in the Protectorate or goods on 
the way there ; otherwise such stocks would be much depreciated in 
comparison with goods folded and marked in conformity with the 
ordinance, and heavy losses would be incurred by merchants similar 
to those which had already been suffered after the passing of the 
original Act of Lagos. 

The other business of the meeting related to matters connected 
with the fiscal administration and the development of the resources 
of the colony of Sierra Leone, tariff of the French Congo, and the 
Gold Coast Land Concessions Bill. 


| 
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XXVIL—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Mines and Quarries; General Report and Statistics for 1898, 
Part II. ; Output—General Report and Statistics relating to the 
Output of Minerals raised in the United Kingdom, the Amount and 
Value of the Metals produced, and the Exports and Imports of 
Minerals. Edited by C. Le Neve Foster, D.Sc., F.R.S., one of Her 
Majesty's Inspectors of Mines. (C. 9,527.) Price 1s. 6d. 


In the introduction of the present return, it is stated that it 
contains information similar to that published in the “ Mineral 
Statistics of the United Kingdom” previous to 1897, and also in 
Part II. of the “Annual General Report” for 1894, 1895 and 1896. 
It gives particulars of the output of mines, quarries, brine- 
works, &c., the value of the mineral produced, the amount of 
metals extracted from the ores, and the exports and imports. 

As the Coal Mines’ Act prohibits the publication of any individual 
return without the consent of the person making it, the output of 
individual coal mines cannot be given, as is done in the case of 
workings under the Metalliferous Mines’ Act, and the Quarries’ 
Act. 

The following are some of the chief results to be obtained from 
the figures in this volume, The total of all minerals raised in the 
United Kingdom in 1898 exceeded 77,000,000/., an increase of 
more than 5,000,000/. compared with the previous year. This 
increase in value is mainly attributable to the higher prices obtained 
for coal. ‘Taking the various divisions of the United Kingdom 
separately, it is found that England produced minerals worth 55 
millions, Wales 103 millions, Scotland 11 millions, Ireland less 
than one quarter-of-a-million. Even if the United Kingdom 
produced no other mineral than coal, it would be a great mining 
country. The output for 1898, though slightly less than in the 
previous year, still exceeded 202 million tons; indeed, had it not 
been for the strike, which caused a deficiency of more than nine 
million tons from the South Wales coal field, it is evident that the 
rise in the output, which had been going on since 1893, would 
have continued steadily. 

The export of coal was about half-a-million tons less than in 
1897; but the total quantity, viz., 364 million tons, is still quite 
enough to cause anxiety in the minds of those persons who dread 
the depletion of the national supply. In the case of iron ore 
British mines and quarries are increasing their supplies, though 
the total output is nearly 4 million tons below the high-water 
figures of 1880 and 1882. In the case of the ores of copper, tin, 
and zinc, higher prices for the metal have had the natural effect of 
increasing the output ; but even this stimulus has. been insufficient 
to prevent the continuous fall in the production of lead ore. 


2. Railway Servants (Hours of Labour). Report by the Board 
of Trade respecting the Proceedings of the Board of Trade wnder “ The 
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Railway Regulation Act,” 1893, 56 and 57 Vict., c. 29, during the 
year ended 27th July, 1899. (332. ) Price 2d. 

This is the Sixth Annual Report of the proceedings which have 
taken place up to the present date upon representations made to 
the Department under Section 1, Sub-sections 1 and 2 of “The 
Railway Regulation Act, 1893.” 

The report once more shows a considerable shortening of hours 
brought about without the necessity of recourse to legal pro- 
ceedings. 

3. Treaty Series No. 17,1899. Convention between the United 
Kingdom and Belgium relative to the Remittance of Money Orders 
by Telegraph between the two countries. (C. 9505.) Price 4d. 

This Convention was signed at London, 15th September, 1899, 
and Ratifications were exchanged at London, 29th September, | 
1899. 

4. Treaty Series No. 16, 1899. Convention between the United 
Kingdom and Guatemala relative to Trade Marks. (C. 9504.) 
Price 4d. 

This Convention was signed at Guatemala, 20th July, 1898, and 
Ratifications were exchanged at Guatemala, 28th July, 1899. 


XXVII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


No. Place. _ Price. 

255 Basutoland... ove | Sd. 
257 Cocos, Keeling and Christmas Islands 
258 British New Guinea... | 43d. 
263 Falkland Islands woe | 19d. 
265 St. Helena... see | 
268 ose ove ooo 
269 Turks and Caicos Islands ove |. 


i 
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XXVIII.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


J.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 

Unitep Kinapom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 
October, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
1898. 

ENDED 31st Ocroser. 

Imports From Foreign Countries AND Britisu POSSESSIONS. 
Month ended 

1899. | 1898, 


£ £ F £ 
I, Animals, living Ove food) ... aa 741,444 902,133 — 160,689 
IT. (A.) of food and drink, 

15,621,108 |13,572,295 | 2,048,813 _ 


dut; 
(B.) ticles “of food and arink, 
dutiable ooo | 3,800,474 | 3,182,481 117,998 
Tobacco, dutiable ... ... | 658,189 | 365,272 | 299,867 = 
III, Metals... 2,584,005 | 1,657,870 | 876,135 
4 Chemicals, dyestuffs ‘and ‘tanning 
substances ... 877,409 312,889 64,520 


V. Oils... | 799,686 | 643,011 | 156,625 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- | 
factures.. 4,768,535 | 3,729,088 | 1,089,447 ~ 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries | 
and manufactures .. | 5,770,023 | 5,445,353 324,670 
VIII. Manufactured articles | 8,039,823 | 7,498,776 | 541,047 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... eee | 1,489,971 | 1,779,478 | 260,493 _ 
(B.) Parcel post... 80,251 | 110,556 30,305 


Total value ... (44,130,818 [38,599,202 | 5,581,616 


Exrorts or BritisH AND Irish PrRopUCE AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 

I, Animals, living oo 97,232 87,628 9,604 — 
II. Articles of food and drink : eos eee | 1,406,952 | 1,209,155 197, 797 _ 
III, Raw materials 2;268,231 | 1,971,830 | 296,401 ae 


IV. Articles manufactured and. partly 
manufactured, viz, :— 

(A.) Yarns and "textile fabrics... 8,449,437 | 7,694,460 | 754,977 o 

(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery) prey 2,775,407 | 1,575,418 _ 


(C.) Machinery and millwork ee | 1,769,400 | 1,677,790 91,610 
(D.) Ships, New (not saan as 

British) oe | 442,369 (Not 442,369 

) Apparel and articles o spel 
sonal use... 777,830 756,286 21,544 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 

medicinal preparations... 708,179 | 673,680 34,499 — 


(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 8,197,559 | 2,802,223 | 395,336 — 
(H.) Parcel post | 281,007 | 214,560 | 16,447 


Total value... 28,699,021 19,863,019 3,836,002, 


Exports OF Forr1GN AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


£ £ 
461,268{ — 


Total value... | 5,560,851 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 
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j I.—Foreign OF THE UNITED KiINGDOM—continued. 


Ten Montus ENDED 3lsiv 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries AND British Possessions. 


i | Ten months ended 
3ist October. 
Increase. | Decrease 
[ 1899, 1898. 
£ £ 1s 
i I, Animals, living (for food) ... 8,284,995 | 8,985,734 _ 700,739 
! Il, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free 8,608,703 _ 
(B.) Articles “Of food and drink, 
dutial «-./21,360,675 [21,895,136 534,461 
IIL. M (23,566,404 |/7,848,664 | 5,717,740 
IV. Chemical cals, dyestuffs, ‘and tavning 
| 4,945,061 | 4,696,419 | 248,642 
Vv. on 7,958,762 | 6,863,923 | 1,094,839 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufac- 
tures «(51,907,173 |53,869,907 _ 1,962,734 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures ... 47,188,138 |44,009,326 | 3,128,812 
VIII. Manufactured articles eee 76,761,156 |72,864,605 | 3,896,551 
IX, (A.) Miscellaneous articles ... wan 12, 609 "013 11,585,391 | 1,024,522 —_ 
(B.) Parcel post "958 855 | 1,138,056 179,701 
 Totalvalue ... —.../400,134,971 98,248,014 16,886,957 


II. Exports or Britisu axp Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ 
I. Animals, living 828,422) 69,324 
IL, Articles of food and drink Pas .--{10,197,842 | 9,832,095 365,747 = 
IIL. Raw materials .. «+/21,658,540 7,054,951 | 4,598,589 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly | 
manufactured, viz. | 
(A.) Yarns and 82,989,648 4,591,771 


(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery)|32,798,116 (27 234,031 | 5,564,085 - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 16,252,210 14,997,237 1,254,973 

new (not registered as 
6,732,101 | (Not | 6,782,101 — 


) 

and articles of ‘personal recorded) 
8,090,754 | 7,950,649 | 140,105 
Chemicals and chemical 
medicinal preparations... 7,418,555 | 6,987,036 | 431,519 

(G.) All other articles, either manu-| 
factured or partly .|29,079,408 |27,545,884 | 1,533,524 
(H.) Parcel post ... | 314,951 


--/218,050,218 77 25,458, 041* 


Total value 


III. Exports or Foreign anp Propvce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... «(04,224,146 [50,553,983 | 3,670,168 | 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 


q 
q . 
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II.—Corn Prices. 


Return of the Quantitizs soLp and AveraGe Prices or Britis 
Corn, ImpertaL Muasvure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus, Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 
Week ended 7th Oct., 1899 71,152 5 16,9315 2 21,440 1 
Mme « 68,040 191,901 5 | 18,024 2 
vee 64,242 | 192,268 4 | 18,988 4 
Oct., 1809 288,618 =| 778,287 0 78,513 0 
Corresponding month in 1898 401,352 7 997,976 7 113,523 7 
1897 321,999 7 | 917,487 7 | 69,322 3 
Average Prices. 
a s 4d, | a 
Week ended 7th Oct., 1899 eas ae 26 «(0 2 0 | 1 5 
14th » » 27 8 27 69 16 
October, 1899 7 16 5 
September, 1899 ... 25 3 6 8 4 
August ooo 24 24 1 17 6 
July 2 «5 22 0 
June ” ove ose ove 25 23 10 18 
May 23 1 7” 8 
April 2 6 17 0 
March ove ooo 25 26 «6 1 il 
26 2 26 11 16 il 
January ” 26 11 28 0 @ 
November 28 1 28 «5 
Oct., 1898 eee 26 27. 6 
» 1897 “ 82. 28 4 1 
» 1896 ove eco 27 10 28 10 9 


ae 


4 
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1899. 


Retcrn of the Numpers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the Unrren Kinapom for out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st October, 1899, and the 
ten Months ended 31st October, 1899, compared-~with- the 


corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British N.| Austral-| of | All 
‘ ‘ni! corre~- 
Nationalities. States. asia. Ho and Total. sponding 
fatal. Pp iod, 
1898. 
Month ended 31st October, 1899. 
English... oe | 4,402 814 1,131 667 1,338 8,352 10,305 
Scotch ove on 771 138 187 197 263 1,556 1,758 
Trish 68 138 88 80 3,527 3,115 
Total of. British 
origin ... ++ | 8,326 1,020 1,456 952 | 1,681 13,435 15,778 
Foreigners ... «+ | 5,949 1,336 104 214 237 7,840 6,001 
Nationalities not 
istingui oe 57 5 2 _ 526 590 681 
Total... | 14,882 2,361 1,562 1,166 2,444 21,865 22,455 
Total for corre- 
sponding 12,661 2,116 | 1,487 8,339 2,852 | 22,455 — 
‘month, 1898 


Ten Months ended 31st October, 1899. 


English... eee | 40,803 | 13,296 | 7,435 9,327 | 7,242 | 78,103 78 877 
Scotch... e- | 7,584 1,672 1,065 2,727 1,532 14,580 13,740 
Irish eos ee | 36,777 863 951 1,166 534 | 40,291 32,292 


Total of British 
origin... ...| 85,164 | 15,831 | 9,151 | 13,220 | 9,808 |132,974 | 224,909 


Foreigners... ...| 56,849 | 15,105 527 | 4,116 | 1,450 | 78,047 | 52,965 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 796 103 6 _ 2,585 3,490 3,181 
Total ... ... | 142,809 31,039 | 9,984 17,336 | 18,843 | 214,511 181,055 
Total for corre- 
sponding 110,791 | 25,556 | 9,275 | 21,780 | 13,653 | 181,055 | — 
months, 1898 | i 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the eurliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. EES RR ees 


nese | 


Bessy ya | 
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IV.—ALIEN 1899. 
of the Numer of Axrens that arrived from the Continent at Ports in the 
Unirep Krxepom during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 1899, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Auren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
} 6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) 


Gothenburg | 
Hamburg, Rotterdam, | Other 
’ » | Arendal, ans Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. endal, and | Ports. | 


1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, 1899. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899, | 1898. 
Month ended 31st October. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
e to America or other | 
places out of the United 
Kingdom :* | 
Arrived at London | 1,201 851 449 367 231 573 405} 2,544) 1,810 
in Grimsby i 550 299 41 18 42 : ann 52 45 685 362 
a Hull 92 100 51 38 222 152] we 117 85 480 875 
. Tyne Ports 28 41 57 52 248 158}. 2 357 299) 690 552 
37 63) 90 107 5 “aa 53 61 185 237 
“ Other ports ... 38 34 13 23 94 Tan sas 407 363 552 498 


Total | 2,036) 1,388 701 605 840 581] 1,016 760} 1,559) 1,261) $6,152) 44,595 


Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 


United Kingdom : 
Arrived at Grimsby = 12 10 150 90 695 431 ee ove 113 181 970 712 
Hartlepool, } | 
” Hull ove tos 117 80 2) 1,161 915 1,639 699} 2,924) 1,696 
af Other ports ... aes 1 43 28 57 53 1 780 287 880 376 


| 
Total ... ...| 129) 92! 200] 121) 1,929) 1,909) ... | 1} 2,558 1,207] 4,816) 2,820 
Total of Aliens en route and | 
of Aliens not stated to be 
of the 2,165] 1,480 901) 726, 2,769) 1,980} 1,016) 761! 4,117) 2,468)10,968) +7,415 


Ten months ended 31st October. 


Aliens not stated to be en 

route to America or other 

out, of the United 

m | 

Total No.... ... | 18,372) 16,219) 7,046 5,331) 6,264, 5,674 8,814! 7,003) 14,763) 11,102 $55,259. $45,329 

Aliens en route to America 

or other places out of the 
United Kin; 


om 
Total No... ...| 1,474] 3,724) 3,263/ 1,832| 15,911] 11,973]... 1) 23,140] 12,065 43,788: 29,095 


Total of Aliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be q a 
en route to America or other | | 19846 19,943] 10,309] 6,663) 22,175] 17,647} 8,814 7,004) 37,903) 23,167) $99,047 $74,424 
out of the United 
| | 
* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
from Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
torecord this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a “y = emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (Sec Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 188, 
Sess. 1899, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
The ports from which Alien Lists are received are phanhemn, Datoe, Blyth, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Live: 1, London, a 


Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The lists receiv 
Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
Proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
ot the United Kingdom in the month of October, 1899, was 1,327, and 1,094 in the same month of 1898; in the ten months 
ended October, 1899, the number was 11,272, and in the same months of 1898 the number was 10,327. 
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V.—BanNKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Number of Receiving Orprers GazeTrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 
Ten Months 
October. ended October. 
1899, | 1898. 1899. | 1898, 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted ... | 848 | 3,482 | 3,589 
} in principal trades and occupa- 
uilders 27 21 264 189 
Publicans and. hotel Keepers, &c. = me 21 21 254 213 
Grocers, &c. 22 288 254 
Bakers oon 4 10 92 119 
Boot and shoe ‘manufacturers and dealers... 
Decorators, te: um 
Tai 8 8 76 79 
fruiterers, 4 13 54 86 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ...  « 5 8 50 45 
Agents, commission and general... ot aes 2 5 45 60 
Engineers and founders, ae 2 3 44 22 
commercial general ... sv 3 8 42 54 
ewelle: watchmakers, im ver- 
&e. 2 3 88 32 
Confectioners ” 9 3 83 49 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 5 1 32 29 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers 3 _ 32 19 
ters and joiners... 3 2 31 24 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 1 6 30 35 
Auctioneers .. 2 3 30 30 
Provision merchants, 2 1 30 23 
dealers... 1 30 17 
flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 
1 8 26 39 
Blacksmiths, &e. .. 3 3 25 19 
Solicitors... 1 2 23 33 
Merchants ... 4 d 23 30 
Printers and publishers oo 1 1 28 20 
deners, florists, &c. ... 2 3 21 20 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers oe 38 2 21 25 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ove _- 3 21 21 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 4 8 21 17 
ers ooo 1 1 19 18 
Lodging-house keepers ae eee 1 2 19 16 
Furniture dealers and makers... ee sas 2 3 18 32 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers i cee 2 7 18 36 
Saddlers and harness makers... 1 17 21 
Directors and promoters of public companies ove Zz 1 17 22 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 5 16 31 
Clothiers, outfitters, ic. ...0 we 1 2 16 20 
Carriage, &c., builders... ion 3 16 15 
Contractors ... me es 1 i 15 19 
Timber and wooddealers 2 15 15 
Tronmon; ae 1 2 14 25 
China, g a oad earthenware, &e., dealers ove 2 1 14 22 
Wheelwrights ose ove 1 14 11 


‘ 
| 
x 
B 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WAaALES—continued. 


Ten Months 
October. | ended October. 
1899, | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-; No No No. No. 
tions—cont, :— 

Milliners, dressmakers, &c. ove eee 2 3 14 17 
Fishing smack owners, and masters... eee 1 3 14 12 
Doctors of medicine, physicians,déc, ... ... 2 5 13 24 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... “se 2 1 13 18 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. ose 1 3 13 17 
Officersin Army .. 12 19 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants... 1 2 12 17 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... oes 2 1 12 16 
Stone, marble and monumental 1 2 12 10 
Hairdressers .. ove 2 3 11 17 
Wine and spirit merchants, fe, 2 11 15 
Cattle and pig dealers... 1 9 12 
Stationers... ove 1 1 18 
Brokers, stock and share . eee eee 1 —_= 6 i1 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers ane ass 1 — 3 5 


VI.—Export oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
Great 


Return of the Numper of Animas exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 
October, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1898. 


Oc Ten Months 
tober. ended October. 
Animals, 


-| 3899, | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 


No. No. No. No. 


Horses 689) 34,034 
Asses 102 51 2: 969 2,260 


Total... 280,649 | 273,112 |1,913,817|1,844,903 
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VII.—FisHEerY STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Encuisn and Wetsu Coasts from the fishing 

unds during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st 

FE ml 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 


the Year 1898. 
2 ‘Ten Months ended 
October. October. 
1899. 1898. 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. 5 ts. 
Soles... 6,402 7,163 65,653 68,973 
Turbot . ove 5,715 7,064 54,752 57,653 
Prime fish not separately distinguished oe 4,349 2,150 || 40,176 26,850 
Total prime fish... on 18,312 18,467 177,300 169,944 
Cod 4 43,170 42,543 | 481,015 456,974 
Haddock 247,007 232,387 || 2, 333, 344 | 2,181,722 
one ood 16,070 19,202 1,085 258,072 
Halibut... ...  . 7,883 6,69 116, 101,178 
Herrings 717,375 504,305 1,261,377 | 1,220,376 
fackerel ape 21,444 28,781 440,739 374,452 
Pilchards 39,768 20,024 | 82,930 77,369 
Plaice 77,513 70,522 635,353 603,176 
2,013 745 | 9,490 19,289 
not “separately distinguished, except shell i 
105,356 97,069 } 955,610 952,609 
_ Total .. 1,804,467 1,047,813 6,681,971 | 6,513,339 
Shell fish :— No. No. - | No. No. 
Crabs 111,546 85,639 | 4,743,329 | 5,441,847 
Lobsters oe . 25,957 28,106 | 778,785 812,340 
Oysters ; 4,854,000 | 4,092,000 | 29,869,000 85,889,000 
wts. 8. Owts. wts. 
Other shell fish .. 61,499 59,109 443, 741 $28,949 
VALUE. 
£ & 
45,328 | 50,850 471,570 $95,239 
Turbot ... S 23,240 26,158 218, 221,649 
Prime fish not ‘separately distinguished =. 11,820 5,900 109,305 70,832 
Total prime fish ... 85,222 88,208 845,832 833,935 
2,035 30,447 336,175 305,538 
Haddock 131,383 116,065 1,342,775 | 1,251,419 
“as 5,399 4146 52,610 57,856 
Mackerel 19,478 20,823 55,001 261,695 
Pilchards 8,090 3,585 18,804 15,3 
Plaice ae ee 91,004 82,166 765,823 726,710 
354 398 3,096 
not separately dis shed, except shell 
itinguh vt 71,721 64,061 685,383 651,161 
«S720, 552,463 || 5,135,403 | 4,759,922 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 1,893 1,941 59,795 65,675 
1,252 1,291 32,054 5,061 
17,560 14,908 106,253 81,730 
Othershellfish ... 15,369 13,858 119,978 119,241 
36,074 31,998 318,080 301,707 
Total value offishlanded 755,235 584,461 5,453,483 | 5,061,629 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned dy the local officers at each place. 


4 
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VIII.—FisHery STATISTICS.—SCOTLAND. 


Sratement of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 31st October, 1899, compared with the corre- 


sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Ten Months ended 
October. October. 
1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
> Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles)... 2,202 1,477 19,837 15,234 
Cod 25,692 31,911 454,755 487,799 
Eel (Co! 937 713 13,595 13,008 
Flounder, Paice, Brill 8,761 8,416 80,491 60,869 
ddock as * 88,381 73,219 641,384 601,666 
Halibut 640 756 21,801 23,281 
Herrings 25,913 22,691 3,123,250 | $,606,599 
i 3,367 3,183 149,491 107,732 
erel 125 107 5,555 5,288 
Saith (Coal Fish) .. 2,457 2,761 95,688 101,225 
Sparling ges 146 85 286 $31 
145 233 10,387 8,335 
Whiti 5,874 3,895 47,076 32,657 
Fish not distinguishe ex ii 
fish a, 6,801 5,166 57,806 $9,347 
Total ... 174,816 158,491 4,804,319 | 6,193,761 
Shell fish :— No. 0. No. No. 
Crabs 221,436 148,150 || 2,812,270 | 3,377,705 
60,561 74,058 566,003 583,823 
Oysters 51,300 45,000 347,477 238,465 
Cwts. | ts. Cwts. Cwts. 
ee 1,232 1,302 9,840 9,196 
Mussels... 10,141 | 24,555 125,852 151,098 
Other shell fish 4,228 49,633 51,760 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ £ 
Soles Soles) ... 4,212 3,015 $9,862 31,081 
1,454 1,515 16,178 14,189 
Cod 12,326 12,394 190,684 181,522 
Eel (Conger) ... 429 439 | 6,945 7,175 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 9,266 8,745 84,689 65,604 
Haddoc' 50,560 39,639 || 378, 334,142 
Halibut 1,326 1,310 31,153 30,7. 
errings 9,154 7,226 1,124,426 931,040 
1,022 979 44,145 623 
Mackerel 85 59 3,339 2,377 
Saith (peal Fish)... ; 387 368 11,416 10,509 
Skate $16 823 18,494 18,598 
Sparing” 476 310 | 1,053 907 
(Tusk) 38 40 | 2,000 1,392 
Whitin 2,757 1,809 | 25,791 17,384 
Fish nok separately distinguished, except shell 
fish 2,192 1,292 15,195 11,325 
Total ... 96,630 80,017 1,993,882 | 1,691,957 
Shell fish :— 
8 113 121 1,262 1,212 
Mussels 1,058 1,368 7,075 8,185 
Other shell fish 1,679 13,761 13,944 
Total 6,912 7,162 70,578 67,492 
Totalvalueoffishlanded ... 108,542 87,179 2,064,460 | 1,759,449 


Nove.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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1IX.—FisHery 


Srarement of the Tora, Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Ten 
Months ended 3lst October, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Total value of fish landed ... 


ane 


Ten Months ended 
October. October. 
1899, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. 
313 2,784 2,793 
152 1,295 1,731 
465 4,079 6,52 
2,211 £8,415 $4,556 
1,343 15,792 
4,902 11,105 22,471 
83,178 194,373 160,415 
784 15,55 16. 
79,342 551,024 452,781 
862 649 1,047 
2,208 10,281 9,000 
3,710 49,119 56,531 
179,005 879,911 784,067 
No. No. No. 
4,892 143,256 170,067 
15,186 306,559 302,238 
854,400 2,238,500 218,833 
. Cwts. 
1,744 15,298 17,204 
VALUE 
£ | 
| 
1,064 11,021 9,699 
586 4,523 6,237 
1,650 15,544 15,936 
1,046 14,582 16,820 
1,147 11,107 10,191 
2,048 5,611 9,648 
20,562 47,736 29,405 
513 9735 7, 
23,017 166,053 130,571 
139 1 
1,097 6,480 $,550 
2,148 27,179 29,127 
53,367 302,430 253,893 
24 724 612 
445 8,744 7,925 
497 | 1,521 537 
309 | 2,735 2,807 
1,275 13,724 11,881 
54,642 516,154 265,774 


Norr—The nom io are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The valucs given 
the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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X.—Corron Rerurns.—Octoper, 1899. 
Return of the Number of Bates of Corron Importep and Exrorvep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Returned to 
Ports during the Month and Ten Months ended 31st October, 
1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 
Month of Ten Months ended 
October, 31st October. 
1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
Imports. 
American wa 232,428 338,197 2,142,204 2,515,302 
Brazilian ao 200 — 1,832 18,992 
East Indian... 2,103 6,244 75,604 56,520 
i 37,036 22,237 819,773 275 
Miscellaneous ... =... 5,411 5,780 1,33 52,718 
Total 827,178 372,458 2,590,752 2,918,628 
Exports, 
American 17,338 15,705 320,008 221,339 
200 ‘1,741 6,180 434 
East Indian “ ime 8,007 5, 58,798 32,741 
Egyptian 3,228 2,242 72,931 69,601 
Miscellaneous ... 1,084 6,771 9,510 
24,857 22,787 464,688 337,625 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 287,592 "268,953 2,230,300 | 2,309,497 
Brazilian... .. 3,18 2,692 20,506 | 22.2 
East Indian... 1,035 835 14,453 495 
tian 21,939 14,451 230,313 | 225,170 
Miscellaneous .. 5,764 6,719 {882 | 71,333 
| 
269,515 293,650 2,560,454 2,648,787 
FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports. 
American 324 302 || 3318 | 3,769 
Brazilian ... i} = 
Miscellaneous 8 23 | 151 | 426 
H 
Total... 827 325 | 3,499 | 4,195 
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XI.—PeriopicaL RETURNS oF IMPORTS AND Exports. 


Sratement’of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countrigs in the latest Month for which Rerurns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
ineluding such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Vatves: Franc=9,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d. ; Lira = = 
Gulden = 1s. 8d.; Lew = ; L. Egyptian = = ll. 0s. 6}d.; 


Dollar = 4s. 2d. 
I.—I ports. 
" Aggregate for Period of the 
Value for the Month. Year, including latest Month, 
Name of Country. — 
1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 


France Sept. ...| rs... $21,190,000 | 295,458,000 || 3,144,823,000 | 3,417,363,000 
Portugal... ...| May ...| Milreis... 4,735,000 5,758,000 || 22,674,000 | 20,129,000 
Italy Sept. Lire... 107,737,000 | 100,710,000 || 1,056,068,000 | 1,053,351,000 
Austria-Hungary ... Sept. ...| Gulden ... 55,440,000 | 61,429,000 || 579,214,000 | 624,047,000 


June ...| Lew ... 4,484,000 §,011,000 33,371,000 33,593,000 


| July ...)L.E.... 742,000 791,000 5,740,000 5,746,000 
Egypt... vug. 902,000 867,000 6,642,000 6,613,000 


United States Sept. ...| Dollars 70,659,000 $8,456,000 585,934,000 475,379,000 


| July... 3,872,000 | 3,090,000 
Mexico®+ ... { 4,760,000 | 3,439,000 8,632,000} 6,529,000 


British Indiat ...|-Aug. ...) Rupees... 6,00,04,809 | 5,28,30,717 || 28,74,31,268 | 25,66,79,34/ 


I1.—Exporrs. 


France oo  _os.| Sept. ...| Frs. ... 333,822,000 274,667,000 || 2,840,031,000 | 2,544,342,000 
Portugal... -.| May. ...| Milreis 2,926,000 2,540,000 12,671,000 11,641,000 


Italy Sept. ...| Lire... 106,756,000 | 101,893,000 |, 908,590,000 | 857,051,000 
| 
Austria-Hungary ...| Sept. ...| Gulden... 77,807,000 | 71,536,000 || 661,697,000 | 566,740,000 
Bulgaria... ...| June ...| Lew ... 4,214,000 2,630,000 || 28,275,000 | 33,824,000 
July ...) LE. ... 570,000 569,000 || 7,629,000 6.940.000 
Egypt... {, 564,000 || 7,513,000 
United States ...| Sept. ...| Dollars 109,875,000 | 90,646,000 | 962,466,000 | 869,278,000 
ely ... 10,621,000 13.824,000 |) 
Mexico*t ... { 11,050,000 | 12,788,000 | 21,671,000 | 26,606,000 


British Indiat =...) Aug. Rupees... 8,78,45,643 | 8,90,21,171 45,62,21,732 | 48,34,29,647 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Nore.—The figures are those of the ‘“‘special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Hp weg the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 

Special” means, in the case ‘of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 

+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing 1st July. 

+ The aggregate figures are for the inancial year commencing Ist April. 


| | | 
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XII.—Foreicgn Trave or Britisu Inp1a. 


Imports Inro BritrisH INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Five 1st April 
to August. 
Increase. Decrease 
1898, 1899. sa 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living... .. 6,04,692 3,79, 189 ove 2,25,503 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Other articles... .. 1,81,63,951 1,95,53,836 13,89,885 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 7 
cluding plated ware)... 58,438,044 64,75,678 6,32,634 
Metals... oes -2,08,88,471 1,81,56,122 26,82,349 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,28,75,114 1,14,80,866 ove 13,94,248 
Railway plant and rolling- 
stock (other than 
ment stores) on 80,93,876 1,56,15,419 75,21,543 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, me and tan- 
ning materials . 74,09,388 82,11,667 8,02,279 
V.—Oils — 
14,95,159 10,61,878 4,33,281 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 98,54,065 1,22,12,817 23,58, 752 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
y manufactured— 
Cotton yarn .., seo con | 1,03,83,115 8,68,428 
Cotton piece goods... ... -9,61,36,064 | 11,57,24,725 1,95,88,661 
Other articles ove 8,98,99,455 4,72,50,158 73,50,703 
Total of all Imports ... | 25,66,79,344 | 28,74,31,268 3,07,51,924 


| 
| 
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XII.—Foreign Trade oF British 
Exports oF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BritisH 
Inpia TO ForREIGN CouNTRIES. 

Five months, lst April 
to 3lst August. 
Increase. Decrease 
1898. 1899. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living .. 6,61,779 744,224 82,445 
11.—Articles of food and drink— 
Bice... 6,78,01,801 | 5,58,16,895 1,15,05,476 
Wheat... ... | 8,03,91,834 | 8,94,12,005 4,09,79,829 
Ten... 268,05,448 | 2,85,98,448 22,93,000 
Other articles... ... ... | 1,52,80,495 | 1,98,72,484 45,91,989 
and Manufactures of ... 4,83,678 9,24,510 4,40,832 
Tv.—Chemicals, 4 medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning 
Opium ... Sus 2,60,82,750 3,36,08,747 75,25,997 
Other articles... ... |  48,24,708 58,52,985 5,28,277 
30,54,914 34,23,393 3,68,479 
Vi.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton... ... ... | 5,63,24,798 | 5,06,18,011 57,06,787 
Jute... 94,64,045 1,15,69,723 21,05,678 
Oilseeds ... | 5,92,63,567 | 5,65,39,696 27,23,871 
Other articles... 3,93,01,965 4,51,90,419 58,88,454 
YIl.—Articles manufactured’ and 
Cotton yarn ... | 2,72,84,396 3,42,67,827 69,83,431 
Cotton piece goods... 40,38,567 52,28,703 11,90,136 
Other articles... 4,67 ,58,847 4,90,26,891 22,68,044 
Total cf ail Exports ... | 47,14,47,382 | 44,38,67,093 = 2,75,80,289 
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XXIX.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (Agriculture—1898)_ ... 1d. 
2200 Brazil (Finances in 1898) ... eee 

2202 Khorassan__... (1897-98) ese 1d. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) ooo oo | Lhd. 
2204 Naples and Southern Ital, (1898) eee ooo 2d.. 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) ose 2d., 
2207 Servia oss (1897-8) ooo 
2208 Yucatan ons 1898) eee ld. 
2212 Ghent aes ld. 
2214 Patras 5 ” 1d. 
2215 Ningpo 1d. 


2218 Beira ose 
2219 Argentine Republic 
2220 Charlestown ... 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

eee ” 
2221 Mozambique and Quilimane 1d. 
2222 | Cherbourg... » ) 2d. 
2223 | Cadiz 2d. 
2224 | La Rochelle ... 144. 
2225 | Pirzus » zd. 
2226 | Poland and Lithuania ... 
2227 | Belgium ) 4d. 
2223 | Pakhoi ld. 
2229 Panama «| 134. 
2231 Lombardy ... ove ld. 
2232 Valparaiso... ren Same 
2233 Erzeroum » > acc | 
2234 Calais ose 2d. 
2235 Lourengo Marques... | 
2237 | Baltimore ... 24d. 
2233 | Swatow » ) wel 1d, 
2239 | Chicago pa we 
2240 Bilbao ore eee ” ) . eee 24d. 
2242 Samshui eae ld. 
224k Curacgoa ove ose 2d. 
2245 | Spain a . . 
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Last or Dirtomatic anp Constfik Rerorts—ANNUAL 


SERIES.—continued. 
No. Baga, Price. 
2250 Bordeaux oe ” 3 wee . Bd. 
2251 Pondicherry and Karikal ooo ld. 
2253 | Java... ») aie: 
2257 Galveston (1899) 1d.. 
2261 Sardinia (1898) 1d. 
2262 Aleppo ” ) see ld. 
2264 Batoum yee 2d. 
2266 | Amsterdam ... 1d. 
2269 Tonian Isles ... = 2d. 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) | Idd. 
2272 Baden (1898) ld. 
2273 Tripoli > 1d. 
2274 Elba Island ... 1d. 
2276 Saigon abe 1d. 
2278 Canary Islands 1d. 
2279 Tunis (1898-99) | 43d. 
2280 Ichang (1898) 1d. 
2282 Bahia (1896-97-98) ove 
2283 Nice .. (1898) | 
2284 Rio de ‘Janeiro | 24d. 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) oe | lad. 
2287 Valparaiso... ) 2d. 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898) 1d. 
2293 Society Islands (1898) 1d. 
2294 Bavaria (1898-99) 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington (1898) aes ooo | 24d. 
2297 | Hakodate... a. 
2299 | Norway wh C») 3d. 
2300 New ‘aledonia > 1d. 
2303 Hankow CS d, 
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SERIES.—continued. 
2308 Kiukiang ine 1d. 
2309 Barcelona ove ove 23d. 
2312 Frankfort C» ) 3d. 
2314 Boston ove 24d. 
2315 Venezuela... one 24d. 
2317 Stockholm and ‘Sweden ake |: 2hd. 
2318 Shanghai eee 1d. 
2319 Philippine Islands | 14d. 
2320 Austria-Hungary 2d. 
2322 |° Borneo and Sarawak ... 1d. 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) aol! Bhd 
2324 Canton (1898) eee 1d. 
2326 Italy .. ... (Finances in 1899)... ae 2d. 
2327 British Central Africa. ... (1898-99) ooo | 
2328 Chinde (1898) ld. 
2330 |. Naples kes pea 
2331 Sicily Ga | 24d. 
2382 | Brazil C» ) 4d. 
2333 |. Madeira 1d. 
2334 Madagascar Cw» ) ld. 
2335 |. Dantzig 2d. 
2337 Gothenburg... 24d. 
2338 Port Said and Suez 1d. 
2339 North Formosa lid. 
2340 Wuhu 1d. 
2341 Tainan ° 1d. 
2343 Russia ase 5d. 
2344 Germany one || 
2346 Persian Gulf ... 23d, 
2348 Kuingchow 2) ° ld. 
2349 San Francisco... » ) 
2351 | Zanzibar lid. 
2352 Philadelphia ... C») 
2353 Bangkok ose ld. 
2354 Guatemala 2d. 
2355 Nagasaki ‘ | 
2356 | Bosnia and the Herzeg ld. 
2358 Hayti 4d. 
2359 | Angora Cn? 1d. 
2360 Dutch and French Guiana 1d. 
2361 Havanna oe Jd. 
2362 Chiengmai_... w-) ld. 
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MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Germany. ‘age on Local Government and Finance in 
Prussia 


Ttaly. —Report on the Mother-of-Pearl. “Industry on the 
Coast 
cree —Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 
eat Hamburg in 1898 . 
Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 aon 
Belgiwm.—Report on Commercial Education ir Belgium ese 
France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland __... eee 
Brazil_—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul ° 
Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of Minas Geraes 
Denmark.— — on Commercial Education in Denmark... 
Switzerland.—Report on Commercial Education in Switzer- 
land 
Germany.— Report on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland . 
Netherlands.—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 
Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
vith Italy 
ery —Report on “Commercial Education in 
Austria... eee 
France.—Report on Commercial Education in France es 
Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan ove 
Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy ro 
United States.—Report on Commercial Education in U. gi 
France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France 
Italy.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 
United States —Coal Mining in State of Illinois for 1898 ... 
Sweden and Norway.—Report on Commercial Education in 
Sweden and Norway ay 
Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland .. 
Brazil.Report on matters of Commercial Intelligence 
relating to Brazil ...- ose 
Brazil—Précis of an Article on the Cotton Spinning and 
Weaving Industries in Brazil “oe 
Brazil—Coffee Production in Brazil and Consumption in 
the United States ... 
Austria-Hungary.—Hungarian Zone Tariff Railways 
Mezxico.—Mexican Tobacco 
Austria-Hungary.—Financial Result of the Purcliase and 
Working of the Hungarian State Railways... 
Switzerland—Swiss Trade with mee: he and Great 
Britain... ons oop ove 


No. | | Price, 
487 ae 
14d. 
488 4 
3d. 
489 a 
4d. q 
490 
34d. 4 
491 4d, 
492 
1d. 
498 
43d, 
494 
2d. 
495 ld. 
496 
497 ld. 
498 
4d. 
499 
14d. 
500 
1}d. 
501 24d. 
502 ld. 
503 ld. 
504 3d. 
505 23d. 
4d. 
507 ld. & 
508 
1d. 
509 2d. 
510 
2d. 
511 
3d. = 
512 
3d. 
513 ld. 
514 1d. 
515 
3d. % 
516 
ld. 


ou 


